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METIS NATION OF SASKATCHEWAN LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
DECEMBER 4, 1998

PRINCE ALBERT, SASKATCHEWAN
TENTATIVE AGENDA

REGISTRATION

Opening Prayer / Greetings
*MNC President, Gerald Morin
*Honourable Berny Wiens, Minister of Intergovernmental &
Aboriginal Affairs

*Selection Speaker of the House
*Review of Minutes of last years Assembly
*Business Arising from Minutes

Health Break

President’s Report

Vice President’s Report

Treasurer’s Report

Secretary’s Report

Metis Women of Saskatchewan President’s Report

LUNCH

Metis Election Commission Report
*Appeals

Constitutional Amendments
* Internal Governance Committee - Allan Mann
* Amendments

Health Break

Constitutional Amendments Continued

BANQUET
* Swearing in of the new members of Provincial Metis Council

DANCE9:00



METIS NAflON OF SASKATCHEWAN LEGiSLATIVE ASSEMBLY

December 5, 1998
Prince Albert, Saskatchewan

Tentative Agenda

8:30 - 9:00 Opening Prayer

9:00 - 12:00 *Metis Nation Agenda
*Metis Rights Agenda
*Enumeration
*Tripartite
*Bilateral

12:00 - 1:00 LUNCH

1:00 - 4:30 Affiliate Question & Answer Period

1. Sask. Metis Sport, Culture, Youth, Rec. and Batoche
2. Metis Employment & Training of Saskatchewen Inc.

AFA
3. Clarence Campeau Development Funmd
4. Gabriel Dumont Institute
5. Metis Addictions Council of Saskatchewan Inc.
6. Metis Family & Community Justice Services Inc.
7. Metis Women of Saskatchewan Inc.
8. Provincial Metis Housing Corporation
9. Sask Native Economic Development Corporation



CONSTITUTION

OF THE

MÉTIS NATION OF SASKATCHEWAN

Adopted December 3, 1993

Amended June, 26, 1997&
Amended December13, 1997



CONSTITUTION OF THE MÉTIS NATION OF SASKATCHEWAN
PREAMBLE:

ENThe Métis Nation and People are a distinct SOCIETY within the Aboriginal Peoples ofCanada. The Métis are distinct from the Indians and Inuit and are the descendants of thehistoric Métis who evolved in what is now Western Canada and part of the northernUnited States, as a people with a common political will and consciousness.
Having experienced physical and political conflict and dispossession in the late 1 800’s,we are still engaged in a continuing struggle to rebuild our social case and revive ourcultural heritage and pride. As such, we are striving for the political, legal andconstitutional recognition and guarantees of the rights of our People, including the rightto a land and resource base, self-government and self-government institutions. In order toachieve these objectives we are hereby reestablishing a strong and revitalizedorganization within the province of Saskatchewan, which must involve all sectors withinour Society.

While pursuing these objectives within Saskatchewan, we are also committed tocooperating with the members of the Métis Nation in the rest of the Métis Homeland inorder to develop a National Forum to represent our collective interests at the national andinternational levels.

ARTICLE 1: NAME OF ORGANIZATION

1. The organization shall be known as the “Métis Nation of Saskatchewan”.

ARTICLE 2: METIS NATION LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
1. There shall be a Métis Nation Legislative Assembly which shall be the governingauthority of the Métis Nation of Saskatchewan.

2. The Métis Nation Legislative Assembly shall be composed of the LocalPresidents, the Provincial Métis Council and four representatives of the MétisWomen of Saskatchewan.

3. The Métis Nation Legislative Assembly shall have the authority to enactlegislation, regulations, rules, and resolutions governing the affairs and conduct ofthe Métis in Saskatchewan.

4. The President shall assign and recommend portfolios, subject to the approval ofthe Provincial Métis Council and ratification by the Métis Nation Legislative
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Assembly. The assignment of portfolios shall be restricted to members of theMétis Legislative Assembly. (Amended June 16/97)

5. The Métis Nation Legislative Assembly, based upon the recommendations of theProvincial Métis Council, shall have the authority to appoint Commissions,Committees or other subsidiary bodies, where these are deemed necessary in orderto effectively carry out the activities and functions of the Organization. In sodoing the Assembly shall ensure equity of representation from the Youth, Womenand Elders.

6. The Métis Nation Legislative Assembly shall meet at least twice a year.
7. Seventy-five members of the Métis Nation Legislative Assembly shall constitute aquorum.

8. Notice of any session of the Métis Nation Legislative Assembly shall requirethirty days notice to the Local Presidents and Provincial Métis Council.
9. A person is disqualified from being a member of the Métis Nation LegislativeAssembly when:

a) he/she dies or resigns
b) he/she is under sixteen (16) years of age.

10. All budgets shall be determined by the Métis Nation Legislative Assembly, basedupon the recommendations of the Provincial Métis Council.

11. The delegates to the Métis National Assembly of the Métis National Council shallbe the Provincial Métis Council and the remainder shall be chosen from amongstthe members of the Métis Nation Legislative Assembly, while the President shallform part of the Executive Council of the Métis National Council. ThisConstitution may be amended to take into account and reflect changes which maytake place within the Métis National Council.

ARTICLE 3: PROVINCIAL MÉTIS COUNCIL

1. The Provincial Métis Council shall be composed of the elected RegionalRepresentatives, the Executive and one representative from the Métis Women ofSaskatchewan for a total of Sixteen (16) Provincial Métis Council members.
2. The Provincial Métis Council shall form the cabinet and be responsible for theportfolios to be assigned and recommended by the President.

3. The Provincial Métis Council shall be responsible for ensuring that the affiliates,departments, programs and services covered by their portfolios are running
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smoothly and have the necessary resources to enable them to operate effectively.In addition, they shall provide a report at each meeting of the Provincial MétisCouncil and each session of the Métis Nation Legislative Assembly or asrequested by the President.

4. a) The Provincial Métis Council shall have the authority to appointCommission, Committees or other subsidiary bodies, where these aredeemed necessary in order to effectively carry out the activities andfunctions of the Organization and Métis Legislative Assembly directives.
b) The Provincial Métis Council shall designate persons who may havesigning authority for the purpose of conducting the affairs of theOrganization, which shall include the Treasurer.

5. The Provincial Métis Council shall meet at least once every two months.
6. Nine members of the Provincial Métis Council shall constitute a quorum.
7. Notice of any meeting of the Provincial Métis Council shall be given at leastseven days prior to such meeting.

8. The Provincial Métis Council shall provide written reports to the Métis NationLegislative Assembly.

9. Elected Provincial Métis Council members and Presidents should not hold paid (Z’positions with the Métis Nation of Saskatchewan or any of the Affiliate Boards.
10. The Provincial Métis Council shall set the date and place for each Métis NationLegislative Assembly sitting, provided no less than Thirty (30) days written noticeis given to the President of each Local.

ARTICLE 4: EXECUTIVE

1. There shall be Four (4) Executive members of the Métis Nation LegislativeAssembly who are elected province-wide.

2. The Executive shall be composed of the President, Vice-President, Secretary andTreasurer. (Amended December 13/97)

3. The term of office for the Executive shall be three years.

4. a) The President of the Métis Nation Legislative Assembly shall be the headof the Executive, and Chief political spokesperson for the Organization.
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b) The President shall assign and recommend portfolios, subject to theapproval of the Provincial Métis Council and ratification of the MétisNation Legislative Assembly.

5. The Executive of the Métis Nation Legislative Assembly shall meet at least onceper month and three members shall constitute a quorum.
6. The Executive shall provide written reports to the Métis Legislative Assembly.
7. Where a vacancy is created for any reason, including death or resignation, theMétis Nation Legislative Assembly shall elect from the Provincial Métis Councilmembers an interim Executive member, who shall serve until a by-election hasbeen held and the vacancy filled.

ARTICLE 5: REGIONS

1. There shall be Twelve (12) Regions as set out in Schedule A of this Constitution.
2. The Regions shall be governed by a Regional Council composed of the Presidentsof the Locals within the respective Regions along with a regionally electedrepresentative who shall be the Chairperson of the Regional Council, as well asthe Region’s Representative on the Provincial Métis Council of the Métis NationLegislative Assembly.

3. The Regional Council shall have the responsibility of making all appointments tothe Institutions and Affiliates at the Regional and Provincial levels. In the eventthat the Regional Representative is not so appointed, he/she shall be an ex-officiomember of all Regional Institutions and Affiliates. (Amended June 26/97)
4. The Regional Council shall establish regional administrative offices.
5. The Regional Councils shall be responsible for programs and servicesdecentralized to that level.

6. The Regional Councils shall enact a Constitution which is not inconsistent withthis Constitution and such Regional Constitutions shall be registered with theHead Office.

7. The Regional Councils may incorporate with the appropriate governmentdepartment.

8. The Regional Councils may seek the necessary finances and resources to carry out
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its programs, services, objectives and duties, and where so requested the- Provincial Métis Council shall assist in securing these necessary finances andresources.

9. The Regional Councils shall assist their Local Communities in preparing toassume Métis self-government, which includes land, where this is an objective.

10. The Regional Councils shall provide direction to their Representatives on theProvincial Métis Council with respect to all matters, including the aims,objectives and aspirations of the Organization, and for their respective Regions.(Amended June 26/97)

11. Where a vacancy is created for any reason, including death or resignation, theRegional Council shall elect from the members of the Council an interimRegional Representative, who shall serve until a by-election has been held and thevacancy filled.

ARTICLE 6: URBAN COUNCILS

1. The Métis Nation of Saskatchewan shall initiate, assist, support, assign,recommend, and facilitate the development, implementation, and establishment ofMétis Urban Self-Government Councils in Saskatchewan.

0ARTICLE 6.1: NORTHWEST SASKATCHEWAN MÉTIS COUNCIL
1. The Métis Nation of Saskatchewan shall assist, support, recommend and facilitatethe Regions forming the North West Saskatchewan Métis Council to develop,establish and implement Métis governance for their Métis Communities.(Amended Dec. 13/97)

ARTICLE 7: LOCALS

1. The Locals shall be the basic unit of the Organization in each community.
2. The Local shall be made up of at least nine members

3. New Locals can be admitted by the Regional Councils provided this decision isratified by the Métis Nation Legislative Assembly and the requirements herein aremet.
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4. Locals can be dissolved by the Regional Councils provided this decision IS ratifiedby the Métis Nation Legislative Assembly and the requirements herein are nolonger met.

5. The Métis Nation Legislative Assembly shall adopt rules pertaining to theadmission and dissolution of Locals.

6. Each Local shall be governed by an elected leadership as determined through theConstitution of the Local, which may include terms of one to three years andelections may be by ballot box or conducted at a General Assembly of the Localmembership.

7. Any Métis who is sixteen years of age or over and is a member of the Local shallbe entitled to vote or seek office.

8. Each Local shall be enact a Constitution which is not inconsistent with thisConstitution, including the establishment ofportfolios, committees or otherbodies required to address community and other issues, and such LocalConstitutions shall be registered with the Regional and Head Office of theOrganization.

9. The Locals shall provide yearly up-dates of their membership to the Regional andHead Office, separating those members who are under sixteen years of age, fromthose sixteen and over.

10. The Locals shall be responsible to prepare the Communities for the assumption ofMétis self-government, which includes land, where this is an objective
11. The Locals may incorporate with the appropriate government department.
12. The Locals may seek the necessary finances and resources to carry out theirprograms, services and objectives, and where so requested the Provincial MétisCouncil of the Métis Nation Legislative Assembly shall assist in securing thesenecessary finances and resources.

ARTICLE 8: ELECTIONS

1. Any member who is sixteen years of age or older may vote or seek elected officewithin the Métis Nation of Saskatchewan.

2. Elections for the Provincial Métis Council of the Métis Nation LegislativeAssembly shall be held on the date set by the Métis Nation Legislative Assembly,based upon the recommendation of the Provincial Métis Council.
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3. Elections for the Provincial Métis Council of the Métis Nation LegislativeAssembly shall be held at least every three years.
4. The Executive of the Métis Nation Legislative Assembly shall be elected by the 6total membership at the Local polls by secret ballot.

5. Regional Representatives of the Provincial Métis Council shall be elected withintheir respective Regions through the establishing of a poll in each Local.
6. The Métis Nation Legislative Assembly shall enact, on a priority basis, anElections Act, along with the necessary regulations and guidelines.
7. a) A Métis Elections Commission composed of 3 Senators is empowered tooversee and conduct the general elections and by-elections of theOrganization.

b) The terms of office of the Senators who Sit on the Commission shall ceaseat the first session of the Métis Nation Legislative Assembly following theelections.

c) The Senators who sit on the Commission shall be appointed by the MétisNation Legislative Assembly, based upon the recommendations of theSenate, for a term of not more than three years, and are eligible for reappointment.

d) ‘When the election or by-election date has been set and the election calledby the Métis Nation Legislative Assembly, based upon therecommendation of the Provincial Métis Council, the Commission shallhave sole authority and responsibility to conduct the elections and shall beindependent and answerable only to the Métis Nation LegislativeAssembly.

e) The Commission shall appoint a Chief Electoral Officer and other requiredpersonnel.

1) The Commission shall be responsible for official recounts and appeals.

g) The decisions of the Commission shall be final and binding, subject to theright of appeal to the Métis Nation Legislative Assembly, which decisionshall be final and binding.

h) The Métis Nation Legislative Assembly, based upon the recommendationsof the Provincial Métis Council, shall determine the rate of remunerationand expense accounts for the Commission members, along with the period
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deemed necessary for the work of the Commission.

8. In the event of a vacancy on the Provincial Métis Council of the Métis NationLegislative Assembly, a by-election shall be called within ninety (90) days fromthe date of vacancy.

9. When nominations close all candidates shall take a leave of absence for anyelected position on the Provincial Métis Council of the Métis Nation LegislativeAssembly or any salaried position with the Organization, or its subsidiary bodies.The Provincial Métis Council members and any person who has a salariedposition with the Organization shall continue to receive their salary while they areon such leave of absence.

10. When nominations close and until candidates are unofficially elected, the Senatorsshall be solely responsible for conducting the affairs and activities of theOrganization. The Senators shall receive remuneration for their work during thisperiod.

11. The Provincial Métis Council members shall be on call and shall conduct businessor represent the Organization form time to time as requested by the Senate. TheProvincial Métis Council member shall receive expenses to compensate for avelas requested by the Senate.

12. All defeated or retiring candidates who were on the Provincial Métis Council priorto the election shall be entitled to and will receive their salary for two weeks afterthe election.

13. Any candidate who’s election has been appealed under Section 7(f) and has beenfound guilty by the Métis Elections Commission of violating Section 9 shallforfeit such elected position with a right of appeal to the Métis Nation LegislativeAssembly, which decision shall be final and binding.

ARTICLE 9: METIS NATION OF SASKATCHEWAN HEAD OFFICE

1. The Head Office shall be in Saskatoon.

2. The (12) Regional Offices of the Organization shall be accessible to our Peopleand Leadership.

ARTICLE 10: CITIZENSHIP

1. ‘Métis’ means an Aboriginal person who self-identifies as Métis, who is distinctfrom Indian and Inuit, and:

Page 8



(i) is a descendant of those Métis who received or were entitled toreceive land grants and/or Scrip under the provision of the
Manitoba Ac4 1870 or the Dominion Lands Act, as enacted fromtime to time;

(ii) a person of Aboriginal descent who is accepted by the Métis
Nation and/or Métis Community. (Amended Dec. 13/97)

2. Any Métis who is a member of a duly registered Local is a member of the MétisNation of Saskatchewan.

3. a) A member shall only belong to one (1) Local.

b) A person shall reside in the Local for at least (6) months before he/she iseligible for membership in that Local. The Locals may make exceptionsfor educational and medical purposes.

4. Members shall be issued a membership card.

a) This card shall provide life-time membership in the Organization.

b) There shall be no fee for membership cards.

c) Membership cards shall be numbered and a register maintained by the C)Senate in the Head Office. Replacement cards shall retain originalnumber.

d) Membership cards shall be issued by the President or Secretary of a dulyregistered Local upon completion of the designated form.

5. Where there is a dispute as to membership, a ruling shall be made by the Senate,with a final right of appeal to the Métis Nation Legislative Assembly the decisionof which shall be final and binding.

6. The Métis Nation Legislative Assembly shall enact, on a priority basis, a Métis
Citizenship Act. (Adopted November 14, 1997)

ARTICLE Ii: GENERAL ASSEMBLY

1. A General Assembly, composed of member from the Locals, shall be convened bythe Métis Nation Legislative Assembly every year.

2. The General Assembly shall provide a Forum whereby the members of the
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Organization will receive information, review developments and provide guidance
• to the Métis Nation Legislative Assembly, and discuss, clari,r, amend, vote on
and ratjji amendments to the Constitution.

ARTICLE 12: SENATE, WOMEN AND YOUTH

1. The Métis Nation Legislative Assembly shall make these items a priority, and
shall involve the Senators, Women and Youth in the determination of their role
and responsibilities within the Organization.

2. The Métis Women of Saskatchewan shall be designated (1) seat in the Provincial
Métis Council and (4) seats in the Métis Nation Legislative Assembly. This
provision shall cease to apply when women have achieved equitable
representation in the Provincial Métis Council and Métis Nation Legislative
Assembly.

3. That appointments to vacancies in the Métis Senate be made at area meetings;
Further, that Senate appointments be for lifetime or until such time as the Senator
is unable to fulfil his/her duties.

4. That the Senate be given the power to resolve disputes occurring in the Regions
and Locals. Further, that decisions of the Senate shall be final and binding.

5. That the Senate be equally represented by male and female.

ARTICLE 13: MÉTIS INDEPENDENCE

1. Whereas the Métis are seeking self-government as a third order of government
within Canada, the organization shall be non-secretariat and non-partisan.

2. The loyalty of the members of the Métis Nation Legislative Assembly must be to
the Métis People and Nation, and shall swear an Oath of Allegiance prior to
taking office.

3. The leadership shall be responsible and accountable to the Communities, as
reflected by the Métis Nation Legislative Assembly, which is the Supreme Body
for the Métis within Saskatchewan:.

4. Members of the Organizatiqn are not precluded from joining political parties of
the two other orders of government, being the federal and provincial levels of
government.

5. Any Provincial Métis Council thember of the Métis Nation Legislative Assembly
who chooses to seek the nomination of any Provincial or Federal Political Party in
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any provincial or federal election shall take a leave of absence from his/herposition.

ARTICLE 14: AFFILIATES 0
1. a) The Métis Nation Legislative Assembly, on behalf of the Métis Nation ofSaskatchewan, shall exercise all voting rights, powers, and duties of

ownership in relation to the affiliates, based upon the recommendations ofthe Provincial Métis Council.

b) Where not currently provided all affiliate Articles and By-laws shall be
amended at the first reasonable opportunity to conform with this section.

2. The Provincial Métis Council members who is assigned a portfolio shall
automatically sit as the Chairperson of the Affiliate(s) which falls under his/herportfolio.

3. A member who is an employee/staffpersonl management of an Affiliate shall notbe permitted to sit on any Affiliate Board.

4. All Affiliates shall have representation from the (12) Regions of the Organization,unless otherwise decided by the Métis Nation Legislative Assembly, based uponthe recommendations of the Provincial Métis Council.

ARTICLE 14 (1): SECRETARIAT (Inserted June 26, 1997) C)1. A Secretariat shall be retained under the Non-Profit Corporations Act for the sole
purpose of carrying out the administrative duties of the Métis Nation of
Saskatchewan. (Inserted June 26/97)

2. The Secretariat shall be known as the Métis Nation of Saskatchewan Secretariat
Incorporated. (Inserted June 26/97)

3. The Board of Directors of the Secretariate shall be the same members who are
elected to the Provincial Métis Council. (Inserted June 26/97)

ARTICLE 15: AMENDING FORMULA

1. The Constitution shall only be amended by the majority of three quarters of the
members of the Métis Nation Legislative Assembly and ratified by three quarters
of the members of the General Assembly.

2. All proposed amendments to the Constitution must be registered with the Métis
Nation of Saskatchewan Head Office thirty days prior to the sitting of the Métis
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Nation Legislative Assembly where reasonable advance notice of the LegislativeAssembly is provided. Where the minimum 30 days notice is provided underArticle 2, Section 8, all proposed amendments must be registered 14 days prior tothe sitting of the Métis Nation Legislative Assembly. (Inserted June 26/97)

ARTICLE 16: IMPLEMENTATION

The Constitution shall take effect upon its adoption by the General Assemblysubject to amendments validly passed by three quarters of the Assembly present,and the conclusion of General Assembly. Upon the happening of these twoconditions all previous By-laws of the Organization are repealed and thisConstitution shall constitute the sole Constitution of the Organization, untilotherwise determined by the Organization.
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Métis Nation of Saskatchewan’s Legislative Assembly Minutes
Ramada Hotel, jst Avenue and 22 Street

Saskatoon, Saskatchewan

November 14th, 1997

Call to Order: Meeting began at 1:00p.m. with the Grand Entry consisting of
Métis Veterans and the Provincial Métis Council, with the President
and Métis Veterans carrying in the flags in tune with the National
Anthem, with some children of the Lècole du Madeline Dumont
singing along with the National Anthem.

Opening Prayer: Father Guy Lavallee said the opening prayer.

Opening Remarks: Jimmy Durocher, President welcomed the Elders, Senators,
Representatives, Ladies and Gentlemen to the meeting.
Introduced the first guest speaker;

Keith Goulet:
Minister of
Northern Affairs: Stated that Saskatchewan takes the leadership role in Education in

Canada, re: Métis education (GDI, DTI, SUNTEP, GDC). We need
Métis unity, thanked leaders who took part in restoring Métis
livelihood, fur trade.

- Jimmy Durocher thanked and presented a Métis Veterans Book to
Minister Goulet..

Buckley Belanger
MLA Liberal Party: Mr. Belanger stated that he appreciated the invitation to speak at

the MNLA Métis people have made a lot of accomplishments to
be proud of. Noted the challenges that Métis Nation has to face:
Recognizing Nation exists, Aboriginal people with no recognition.
Encourage people to continue to fight for their inherent rights.

Jim Durocher also thanked and presented a Métis Veterans Book
to Mr. Belanger.

Rose Boyer
President
Métis Women
WR II: Stated that everyone has a lot to offer and asked that deliberations

be heartfelt and to put differences aside. We are here to represent
our Métis children’s future. Announce that the Métis Women in the
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region were putting on the banquet tomorrow at the Friendship
Centre.

Father Guy Lavallee
Book Launch: Thanked the Provincial Métis Council for allowing him to launch his

Book. Asked Clem Chartier, Maria Campbell and Donna
Heimbecker to come forward. Spoke on how the history of and
how he came to publish the book. Thanked Clem and Donna for
providing the pictures and Maria for writing the epilogue. The book
is called “Prayers of a Métis priest”.

Philip Chartier Local
#62: Asked for opportunity to recognize person who fights for rights of

hunting and fishing for the Métis People and introduced Clem
Chartier. Also wanted recognition for the staff of Gabriel Dumont
Institute for the amount of work done in putting together the Métis
Veterans Book.

Appointment of
Speaker: Nominations opened for speaker:

Shirley Ross Langham Local #159 nominates Murray Hamilton for
Chairperson. Wayne Trotchie Local #165 nominates Dwayne Roth for
co-chair.

Motion 1/11/97: MOVED BY: Brian Amiotte SECONDED BY: Philip Chartier

THAT NOMINATIONS CEASE.

MOTION CARRIED.

Discussion: Robert Doucette asked that the issue of PlatofBerkeley, Scott and
Kindersley be resolved and that the Local presidents that he named were

recognized as the delegates.

Motion 2/11/97: MOVED BY: Robert Doucette SECONDED BY: Gary Martin

THAT THE AGENDA BE ADOPTED AS AMENDED WITH

PLATO, BERKELEY, SCOTT, KINDERSLEY, ISSUE TO BE MOVED

AFTER SENATE REPORT.

MOTION CARRIED:

Presidents Report: Jim Durocher gave report as in kit.
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Treasurers Report: Allan Morin gave report as in kit.

Secretary’s Report: Lorna Docken gave report as in kit.

Senate’s Report: Nora Ritchie gave report as in Senate Kit.

Discussion: The local presidents issue returned to floor.

Motion 3/11/97: MOVED BY: Philip Chartier SECONDED BY: Gordon Morin

THAT WE RATIFY MOTION OF 1996 REGARDING WESTERN
REGION 2A LOCAL PRESIDENTS.

MOTION DEFEATED.

Motion 4/11/97: MOVED BY: Maurice Aubichon SECONDED BY: Randy Gaudry

THAT WESTERN REGION 2A MEET IN SEPARATE MEETING ROOM
TO RESOLVE THIS PROBLEM, THEY WILL NOT PARTICIPATE IN
THE MNLA UNTIL LOCAL PRESIDENT PROBLEM IS RESOLVED.
SENATE WILL APPOINT ONE OF THE SENATORS TO CHAIR THIS
MEETING.

MOTION CARRIED.

Motion 5/11/97: MOVED BY: Maurice Aubichon SECONDED BY: Leebert Poitras

THAT ALL THREE EXECUTIVE REPORTS BE ACCEPTED AS
PRESENTED.

MOTION CARRIED.

Motion 6/11/97: MOVED BY: Lorna Docken SECONDED BY: Gordon Morin

THAT THE SENATE REPORT BE ACCEPTED AS PRESENTED.

MOTION CARRIED.
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Motion 7/1 1197: MOVED BY: Philip Chartier SECONDED BY: Jim Durocher

THAT THE MÉTIS RECOGNITION ACT INCLUDE THE
FOLLOWING ITEMS: I. HUNTING AND FISHING RIGHTS. 2.
LAND BASE FOR MÉTIS. 3. SELF GOVERNMENT FOR MÉTIS.

MOTION CARRIED.

Motion 8/11/97: MOVED BY: Philip Chartier SECONDED BY: Ralph Kennedy

THAT DARREL MORIN RECEIVE ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS
(S 1000.00) TO ASSIST HIM IN TRAVELING TO OTTAWA TO RECEIVE
AN AWARD FROM THE LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR OF CANADA.

MOTION CARRIED.

Motion 9/11/97: MOVED BY: Philip Chartier SECONDED BY: Robert Doucette

THAT AN ANNUAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY BE CONVENED ON
SATURDAY DECEMBER 13, 1997 AT 1:00 P.M. IN SASKATOON.
PROVINCIAL rvIETIS COUNCIL TO PAY FOR THE MEETING ROOM
AND ALL DELEGATE EXPENSES ARE OUT OF POCKET.

MOTION CARRIED.

Motion 10/11/97: MOVED BY: Philip Chartier

THAT THE MEETING BE ADJOURNED AT 9:52 P.M.

MOTION CARRIED.
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Constitutional Amendments:
To be ratified at an Annual General Assembly.

Addition to Preamble:

We the citizens of the Métis Nation recognize:

The Inherent dignity to equality and rights which can never be taken away from
Métis people is the foundation of Freedom, Justice, and Peace in the Métis
Nation.

The ideal of all Métis enjoying civil and political freedom can only be achieved
if conditions are created whereby every Métis may enjoy their civil, political
rights, economic, social and cultural rights.

The promotion of Universal respect for and observance of the collective and
individual rights and freedoms of all Métis.

Realize that the Métis individual, having duties to other Métis individuals and
to the Métis community to which they are a part of, is under a responsibility to
strive for the promotion and observance of all Métis rights.

Therefore we the citizens of the Métis Nation agree to the following articles:

1. All Métis have the rights to self-determination. By virtue of that right we the
citizens of the vIétis Nation will freely determine our political status and freely
pursue our economic, social and cultural development;

2. The Métis Nation undertakes to respect and ensure to all individuals within the
nation and subject to its jurisdiction the rights without distinction of any kind such
as race, color, sex, language, religion, political or other opinions;

3. To ensure that any Métis person whose rights or freedoms as herein recognized
are violated shall have an effective remedy;

4. To ensure that any person claiming such a remedy shall have their right thereto
determined by competent Judicial, administrative or legislative authorities of the
Métis Nation of Saskatchewan;

5. To ensure competent authorities as enacted by the Métis Nation of Saskatchewan
shall enforce such remedies when granted;

6. The Métis Nation undertakes to ensure the equal right of men and women to enjoy
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all civil and political rights set forth in these articles;

7. Every Métis citizen shall have the right to liberty of movement and freedom to
choose their residence;

8. No Métis citizen in the Métis Nation shall be deprived of the right to join a local
in the com.munity they reside;

9. All persons shall be equal before the Métis Legislative Assembly in the
termination of any issue which they are charged with. Every Métis Person shall
be entitled to a fair and public hearing by a competent, independent ad impartial
tribunal established by the Métis Legislative Assembly;

10. No Métis Person shall be subject to arbitrary or unlawful interference with their
privacy, family, home or correspondence, nor to unlawful attacks on their honor
or reputation;

11. Every Métis Person shall have the right to freedom of thought, conscience and
religion;

12. No Métis Person shall be subject to coercion that would impair their freedom to
have or adopt a belief of their choice;

13. The Métis Nation of Saskatchewan shall have respect for the liberty of parents or
guardians to ensure the moral education of their children is in conformity with

- their own convictions;

14. Every Métis Person has the right to hold opinions without interference;

15. Every Métis Person shall have the right to expression. This right shall include the

freedom to seek, receive and import information and ideas of all kinds either in
writing or print, in the form of art, or through any media of their choice;

16. The right of Métis People to assemble and organize at the community level shall

be recognized;

17. Every Métis Person shall have the right of association.

a) No restrictions may be placed on the exercise of this right other than

those prescribed by the Métis Legislative Assembly which are necessary to

protect the interests of the Métis Nation.

18. The family is the natural and fundamental group of the Métis Nation and is

entitled to protection by the Métis Nation;
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19. Every Métis child born of a Métis man or woman is a citizen of the Métis Nationand shall be registered immediately.

20. Every Métis Person has the right to:

a) Take part in the conduct of public affairs, directly or through freelychosen representatives.

b) To vote and to be elected to the Local, Assembly of Representatives orthe Métis Legislative Assembly.

c) All votes shall be of equal and universal suffrage and shall be held bysecret ballot which guarantee’s the free expression of the will of theelector’s.

d) All Métis shall have the right to access all public services offeredthrough the Métis Nation affiliates.

21. All Métis Persons are equal and entitled to protection by the Métis Nation ofSaskatchewan.

MOVED BY: Robert Doucette SECONDED BY: Garnet Parenteau

MOTION CARRIED.
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Article 10 Membership:

Whereas

The Métis Nation knows no provincial boundaries; and

The current Métis Nation of Saskatchewan membership criteria is inconsistent with otherprovincial Métis membership policies; and,

The Métis National Council (MNC) and other provincial Métis Nation affiliates have a
consistent Métis definition.

Therefore let it be resolved that

The Métis Nation Legislative Assembly adopt the following Métis definition which is
consistent with the MNC and MMF definitions by amending Article 10: MEMBERSHIP
of the MNS Constitution Act to read as follows:

Article 10: CITIZENSHIP

1. ‘Métis’ means an Aboriginal person who self-identifies as Métis, who is distinct
from Indian and Inuit, and:

(i) is a descendant of those Métis who received or were entitled to receive
- land grants and/or Scrip under the provision of the ivIanitobaAc4 1870 or

the Dominion Lands Act, as enacted from time to time;

(ii) a person of Aboriginal descent who is accepted by the Métis Nation andlor
Métis community.

MOVED BY: Lorna Docken SECONDED BY: Ralph Kennedy

MOTION CARRIED.
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Article 4 Executive

Whereas

Members of Local 126 propose a change to the Executive Council, Article 4 of the MNS
Constitution Act to include the right to elect a Vice President within the Executive
Council; and,

As a growing organization there is too much responsibility put on the president; and,

It is time for change, and the beginning of a better and more efficient Executive Council
which is answerable to the Métis of Saskatchewan.

Therefore let it be resolved that

The Métis Nation Legislative Assembly amend Article 4: EXECUTIVE of the vfNS
Constitution Act to read as follows:

1. There shall be Four (4) Executive members of the Métis Nation Legislative
Assembly who are elected province-wide.

2. The Executive shall be composed of the President, Vice-President, Secretary and
Treasurer.

MOVED BY: Gillis Lavalley SECONDED BY: Les Nene

MOTION CARRIED.

Article 14 Affiliates

Whereas

The Métis Nation Legislative Assembly is the governing body of the Métis Nation of
Saskatchewan; and,

The Métis Nation Legislative Assembly, on behalf of the Métis Nation of
Saskatchewan, shall exercise all powers of ownership in relation to the affiliates.

Therefore let it be resolved that:

The Métis Nation Legislative Assembly amend Article 14: AFFILIATES of the MNS
Constitution Act to read as follows:

3. All affiliates shall have representation from the twelve (12) regions of the
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organization.

MOVED BY: Ralph Kennedy SECONDED BY: Brian Amiotte

MOTION CARRIED.

0
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Article 11 General Assembly

Whereas

The Métis Nation Legislative Assembly is the governing body of the Métis Nation ofSaskatchewan.

Therefore let it be resolved that

The MNS General Assembly be an information sharing forum only and that constitutionalamendments need not be brought before the General Assembly; and,

The Métis Nation Legislative Assembly amend Article 11: GENERAL ASSEMBLY ofthe vfNS Constitution Act to read as follows:

2. The General Assembly shall provide Forum whereby the members of the
Organization will receive information, review developments and provide guidanceto the Métis Nation Legislative Assembly.

MOVED BY: Philip Chartier SECONDED BY: Gillis Lavalley

MOTION CARRIED.
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Article 7 Locals

Subsection #3

New locals can be admitted by the Regional Council provided this decision is ratified by
the Métis Nation Legislative Assembly and the requirements herein are met.

Proposed Change: Boundary Change

Métis Nation Locals #5, Green Lake and #67, Sled Lake/Dore Lake of Western Region
#1 amalgamate with Northwest Region #3.

THAT THE MÉTIS NATION OF SASKATCHEWAN LOCALS #5, GREEN
LAKE AND #67, SLED LAKE/DORE LAKE OF WESTERN REGION #1,
AMALGAMATE WITH NORTHWEST REGION #3.

MOVED BY: Francis Laliberte SECONDED BY: Leon Kennedy

MOTION CARRIED.

Eastern Region III

THAT ITUNA BE ACCEPTED AS A LOCAL OF EASTERN REGION III

MOVED BY: Leebert Poitras SECONDED BY: Bev McKinnon

MOTION CARRIED

Western Region hA

THAT THE MÉTIS NATION LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY ACCEPT OUR
DECISION TO AMEND SCHEDULE A AND A1)D “SASKATOON LOCAL IIA”
TO THE LOCALS OF WESTERN REGION IIA.

MOVED BY: Robert Doucette SECONDED BY: Garnet Parenteau

MOTION CARRIED.

Métis Nation Legislative Assembly November 14th, 1997 Page 12



Article 6.1 North West Saskatchewan Métis Council

THAT THE MÉTIS NATION OF SASKATCHEWAN SHALL ASSIST,
SUPPORT, RECOMMEND AND FACILITATE THE REGIONS
FORMING THE NORTH WEST SASKATCHEWAN MÉTIS COUNCIL
TO DEVELOP, ESTABLISH AND IMPLEMENT MÉTIS GOVERNANCE
FOR THEIR MÉTIS COMMUNITIES.

MOVED BY: Philip Chartier SECONDED BY: Gordon Morin

MOTION CARRIED.

Article 8 Elections

Whereas

The current Métis Nation of Saskatchewan election articles need more detail and
substance; and,

The Métis Nation of Saskatchewan’s elections need to be democratic, open and
transparent,

Therefore let it be resolved that

The Métis Nation Legislative Assembly amend Article 8: ELECTIONS of the MNS
Constitution Act to read as follows:

2. Election for the Provincial Métis Council of the Métis Nation Legislative
Assembly shall be held on the date set by the Métis Nation Legislative Assembly.
Failure to comply shall be considered insubordination and shall result in the
removal of the Provincial Métis Council from office on the day immediately
following the election date.

a) At the call of a Provincial Métis Council Election, eligible voters must be
card carrying members of the Métis Nation of Saskatchewan, in good
standing, from a recognized local of the Métis Nation of Saskatchewan;
and,

b) Once there has been a call for a Provincial Métis Council Election,
members’ names must appear on the Regional Voter’s List, which must be
advanced to the Métis Nation of Saskatchewan Head Office forty-five days
prior to the election date by each Region; and,
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c) A Provincial Voters’ List will be provided to each Region thirty (30) days
prior to the election date.

7. d) When the election or by-election date has been set and the election called
by the Métis Nation Legislative Assembly, the Commission shall have sole
authority and responsibility to conduct the elections and shall be
independent and answerable only to the Métis Nation Legislative
Assembly.

MOVED BY: Gillis Lavalley SECONDED BY: Maurice Aubichon

MOTION CARRIED.

C)
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
METIS NATION LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

December 4—5, 1998

INTRODUCTION:

I appreciate this opportunity to welcome the Senate and the Members of the
Métis Nation Legislative Assembly to the 1998 session of the Legislative
Assembly. These sessions are important in reviewing developments from the
past year, while planning for the next year and beyond.

While many things have remained the same, there have been a number of
program developments, as well as policy and legal changes which have affected
our rights as Métis people. We need to take time to discuss these developments
and make decisions as to how we want to deal with them. This is especially so
with respect to hunting and fishing rights.

While many of activities are undertaken by our Affiliates and respective Ministers
from the PMC, I will attempt to give a brief and general overview of some of the
activities that have taken place, or are in process.

PROVINCIAL INITIATIVES:

Communications: In order to once again better inform our members about what
is taking place within the Métis Nation, we have reestablished the New Breed
Magazine. The first issue, in the form of a neIetter was published in July 1998.
The second issue in the form of a magazine was published in November 1998. It
is our hope that we will be able to publish the magazine every two months, and
then on a monthly basis. Locals and individual members are encouraged to
submit reports, articles or opinion pieces for publication. Hopefully, our Affiliates
will use the magazine to inform our people of current happenings and
opportunities, as well as taking out ads.

Economic development: While we are continuing to provide seriices through
SNEDCO, we are also now providing services through the Clarence Carnpeau
Development Fund (CCDF). This fund was made possible through the revenues
from the Associated Entities Fund which receives its financing from the revenues
from gaming (casinos). While this fund does not duplicate SNEDCO activities, it
does allow Métis persons or companies an opportunity to secure the necessary
equity to enable them to get loans.

Through CCDF, and in partnership with DTI, we were also able to enter into an
agreement with the provincial government to train one person from each of our
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Regions in the field of economic development. This program is currently
underiay.

Further, the federal and provincial governments in July 1998 announced a major
new initiative known as the Western Economic Partnership Agreement (WEPA).
We are currently working on putting together a major proposal which will cover
the areas of tourism, forestry and agriculture. Tourism, including eco-tourism is a
rapidly growing industry and we need to ensure that we get involved immediately.
Tentatively, four major regions have been identified: Batoche and area,
Qu’Appelle Valley system, Cypress Hills area and the Churchill River system. In
terms of foresty, we need to acquire Forest Management Licence Agreements
(FMLAs) and become more actively involved in the forestry sectors, not only as
employees or contractors, but as owners. With respect to agriculture, we need to
deal with the Métis farms, as well as become more involved with game farming.

EmQloyment and Trainin: We are currently in the last year of our current three
(3) year agreement with HRDC. We have just signed a new agreement with
HRDC which gives us more flexibility as to how we handle the current budget.
We now have what is known as an Aboriginal Flexible Funding Agreement
(AFFA) which replaced our Regional Bilateral Agreement (RBA) which runs out
on March 31, 1999.

However, the federal government has announced that they will be providing
Aboriginal peoples with another five year program. We must remember that the
federal government over the past two years has been devolving labour market
training to the provinces. They signed such an agreement with the province of
Saskatchewan in January 1998. However, the federal government has retained
the Aboriginal specific dollars and, as noted above, will continue dealing with us
bilaterally for another five years.

Through the Métis National Council (MNC) we are currently in the process of
negotiating a national agreement with HRDC (as are the AFN and Inuit). When
that is done, we will then negotiate an agreement between the MNS and the
Saskatchewan Region of HRDC.

Over the past several months, there have also been new developments. We are
currently going into the first year of a three year program dealing with Urban
youth initiatives. The federal government has agreed with the province of
Saskatchewan that five million dollars per year for three years be allocated for
the cities of Regina, Saskatoon and Prince Albert targeted primarily for Aboriginal
youth. That fund will have to be allocated between the Métis and Indian peoples.
In addition to this, there has also been an allocation to us for Youth at Risk and
for Persons with Disabilities. For more information on these new initiatives you
should get in touch with the METSI office.
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Enumeration: Community consultations took place in October ‘98. The Final
Report of that consultation will be presented to you for your guidance. With your
approval and changes where you see fit, the actual enumeration or count will
begin shortly. During this consultation process each of our Regions was visited
and our communities given an opportunity to have their input into this process.
Once you are satisfied with the process, we are prepared to continue onward.

Urban Initiative: In keeping with our Constitution, we have enabled the major
urban centers, through the tripartite process, to meet and begin exploring the
potential for establishing Métis Urban Councils which will be the potential
infrastructure for Métis governance in urban settings. There have been a number
of meetings to date, bringing together the Locals from Regina, Saskatoon, Prince
Albert and the Battlefords. It is proposed that other urban centers can be added
as progress is made. Substantial progress has been made to date, and a
Protocol Agreement is reaching its final stages for ratification.

Health: Based on the Agreement signed last year, a working committee has now
been established between our Ministry of Health and the provincial government.
While it is too soon to show any positive results, the work to be undertaken by
the committee will surely lead to beneficial results. In the meantime, work is
being conducted with respect to the Aboriginal Healing Foundation announced by
the federal government earlier this year. In order to ensure Métis involvement
the MNC has been actively lobbying the federal government. In addition, the
MNC established a health working group where Mr. Don Favel, MNS Minister of
Health participates. Currently, the MACSI health worker is conducting research
and consultation as to how Métis can be represented in the Aboriginal Healing
Foundation.

In addition, through our Health Portfolio, we have been involved in several
meetings dealing with the healing fund announced by the federal government
with respect to residential school survivors/victims.

Northern Dia!oQue/Stratey: In May ‘97, the Premier at a meeting with Northern
Leaders, the FSIN and MNS announced that he was prepared to deal with
northern social and economic issues. WhHe northern leaders were pressing for
resource-revenue sharing, the Premier had been resistant to that approach. In
La Ronge in May ‘98, the Premier at a meeting with northern leaders (including
Municipal governments, Indian Bands/Tribal Councils, and MNS northern
Regional Directors/Executive) agreed to a process known as the Northern
Strategy. Under this strategy, the province (if the federal government becomes
involved and provides its fair share of funding) agreed to the creation of a
Northern Development Board, as well as attempting to create a substantial fund
which would go towards social and economic development.

To date an Interim Board has been created, but there is no word as to whether
the federal government will participate. The Interim Board and the Northern
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Leaders are scheduled to meet with the Premier on December 7, 1998 to review
developments to date, and plan for future initiatives. Following the success of
the NDP in the Athabasca by-election, the Premier stated he would be willing to
look at injecting more resources into the north, not necessarily based on
revenue-sharing, but more in the nature of increased transfer payments. This
statement by the Premier will be explored at the December 7th meeting.

Agreements: In July 1998 at Batoche, a new five year Tripartite Agreement was
signed with the federal and provincial governments. The Agreement signed in
1993 expired in March 1998.

On November 8, 1998 a Batoche Management Agreement was signed with
Heritage Canada which is in charge of National Parks. Through this Agreement,
the MNS will be able to influence policy and overall management of Batoche
through participation on the Management Board which will have three MNS
(Métis) representatives and three federal representatives. If you require further
information on this Agreement, please contact Vice-President Murray Hamilton
who has been negotiating this Agreement over the past five - six years.

Senate: The MNS Executive has been working with the Senate and held a joint
meeting with the Senate during the spring. Resources for a second meeting of
the Senate were also provided. Based on the first meeting with the Senate, their
participation in the enumeration process was ensured.

Métis Women: The involvement of Métis women has been secured through their
inclusion in the Tripartite Process. The MNS Executive continues to offer its
assistance to the Métis Women of Saskatchewan (MWS). The MWS is also
involved at the national level as part of the Métis Women’s Secretariat
established by the MNC.

Métis Youth: While there is no formalized structure for youth participation,
attempts are. being made to enable youth to participate in an Aboriginal youth
career fair to be held in Regina in January 1999. Attempts are also being made
to enable the youth to become organized asa provincial body. Affiliate
programs, such as METSI, have undertaken several youth initiatives through
LMMBS. . . .

Bilateral process: Under the bilateral process, several meetings have been held
with the provincial government. Two meetings at theTier H level (officials) have
been held. Issues such as the hunting and fishing rights test cases, including the
Grumbo case, were addressed. This led to further meetings between Dale
McAuley, MNS Minister of Lands and Resources and Saskatchewan
Environment and Resource Management (SERM). A Leaders Summit (Premier
and President of MNS) was held on November 23, 1998. It was agreed at the
Summit that the process must be taken more seriously. In this connection
officials from both the MNS and the province will set out a timetable within which
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certain agenda items will be dealt with. The issue of housing was also
addressed as well as hunting and fishing rights. It was agreed that another
Leaders Summit would be held in the near future to review the work of officials.

A meeting of Tier I (Ministers level) has been scheduled for December 2, 1998.
(As this report is going for duplication before December 2nd, a verbal report will
be given on the outcome of the Tier I meeting).

MNS Governance Committee: The internal MNS Governance Committee has
reviewed the structure of the MNS and its Affiliates, as well as looking at what
proposed legislation is required to enable the MNS to function more smoothly. A
discussion paper will be developed by the spring of 1999 for distribution to the
Locals for feedback. Hopefully, we will be able to convene a special sitting of the
Legislative Assembly to deal with the MNS Constitution and legislation. We will
have to look at many aspects, including Constitutional reform, Senate Reform,
Electoral Reform, financial/administrative infrastructures, required legislation and
so forth. Basically, we have to continue with our evolving Métis governance
structures.

Hunting and Fishing Rights: Since the last Legislative Assembly, the
Saskatchewan Court of Appeal in May ‘98 made a decision in the Grumbo case
which has enabled the provincial government to reverse its position recognizing
Métis rights to hunt and fish. As of May, the provincial policy is that any Métis
who is caught fishing or hunting without a valid provincial government issued
licence will be charged. The exception to this is based on the Morin & Daigneault
fishing case where the Court of Queen’s Bench in Battleford in September ‘97
ruled that the Métis of northern Saskatchewan who received scrip in 1906
continue to have an Aboriginal right to fish for food which right is protected by
s.35 of the Canadian Constitution. The provincial government (SERM), by policy,
is not charging Métis persons living north of the NAD line if they are traditional
resource users, i.e., if they are living off the land. Those whd have jobs,
apparently, will be charged. During the summer, I sent two letters to the province
challenging that interpretation. I have yet to receive a response.

in the Grumbo case, the Court of Appeal ordered a new trial, because they felt
that there was not enough evidence for them to make a decision. A new trial will
not be held as the province has decided not to pursue the case any further and
have filed a stay of proceedings. The province believes that the Blais case,
which is in the Manitoba Court of Appeal, will eventually be heard in the Supreme
Court of Canada and set a precedent for the three prairie provinces (Blais has
lost at both the trial level and on appeal to the Manitoba Court of Queen’s
Bench).

In the meantime, there is also the case of R. v. Lailberte out of Green Lake. That
case has been sitting in Court of Queen’s Bench in Battleford since November
1996 waiting the outcome of the Grumbo case, It may be possible to continue



with that case rather than going back for a new trial. As the issues are the same
as in Grumbo, we may be able to get a speedier response than we would if we
have to go back for a new trial. We should know within the next two - three
months if the Lailberte case will proceed, or also be sent back for a new trial.

ln the meantime, Dale McAuley, Minister of Lands and Resources for the MNS
has been meetina with SERM. Attemots are beina made to arrance for some
form of co-management agreement(s) with the province. If progress can not be
made, the Legislative Assembly will have to decide what kind of action we want
to take, which could include issuing our own licences under our Métis VvIdIife
and Conservation Act and Regulations.

Northwest Saskatchewan Land Test Case: In the summer ot 1993, the General
Assembly at Batoche adopted a resolution promoting the northwest Ehd claim as
a test case. The Statement of Clarn was filed in Couit of Queens Bench in
Saskatoon on March 1, 1994. The federal and provincial gbvernments filed their
Statements of Defence a few months later.

Attempts to get test case funding have failed. However, the federal government
had stated they were prepared to undertake joint fact-finding research, along with
the ourselves and the province. Attempts to get this under way have failed over
the past three years. Recently however, the federal and provincial governments
have indicated that they are prepared to make grants totaling $300,000 for the
purpose of conducting our own research (research the history of the Métis of
northwest Saskatchewan and the scrip process). We are in the process of trying
to finalize this offer. We expect to begin research in early 1999. The research
will take two - three years.

The Plaintiffs in the case are the Métis Locals of northwest Saskatchewan, the
MNS and the MNC.

NATIONAL INITIATIVES

At the national level, we are represented by the Métis National Council (MNC),
which has as governing members the Mêtis Nation of Ontario (MNO), the
Manitoba Métis Federation (MMF), the MNS, the Métis Nation of Alberta (MNA)
and the Métis Provincial Council of British Columbia (MPCBC). The Board of
Governors is made up of the Presidents (or their designate) of the governing
members, along with the President of the MNC who is elected at a General
Assembly of the MNC. The General Assembly is composed of the elected
representatives of the members, in our case the PMC/MNLA. The Board of
Governors meets on a regular basis.

At the current time, as mentioned above, the MNC is negotiating the new
Agreement with HRDC which will see our existing employment and training
program extended for a five year period.

C,
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They are also finalizing an agreement with Heritage Canada which will deal with
how the Métis share in the new federal languages program will be disbursed to
the governing members. The federal government recently announced an
Aboriginal languages program whereby $20 million will be spent over four years.
The funds will be distributed as follows: 75% to Indian languages (AFN), 15% to
Inuit languages and 10% for Michiff (MNC). Based on the last MNC Board of
Governors meeting the Michiff portion will be allocated as follows: $60000 to
MNC, $64,000 to MMF, $50,000 to MNS and $40,000 each to MNO, MNA and
MPCBC.

The MNC also has a Métis Nation Youth Advisory Council which has been in
existence for about two years. They have been involved in a number of activities
in the health and training areas. They are also involved in a consultative capacity
in other major functions of the MNC. As noted earlier, the MNS has to actively
encourage and support the creation of a youth wing in this province so that our
youth will have a greater opportunity to be in’iolved, not only at home, but in
national initiatives as well.

One of the major initiatives currently being undertaken by the MNC for youth is
the youth internship program. During this past year four Métis youth, were
posted in Costa Rica, Central America (including one from Saskatchewan). MNC
is currently in the process of finding four more youth for international postings,
and six for postings within Canada.

The MNC at its February 1997 General Assembly also established a Métis Rights
Panel and an Enumeration Task Force. The Panel and Task Force have held
several meetings since then. The Panel had organized a national Métis rights
conference in Winnipeg in April 1998 which was well attended. The Panel is
looking at hosting another such conference in the near future. The Panel is
looking at issues such as hunting and fishing rights, land rights and drafting a
modern day statement of Métis rights.

The Enumeration Task Force organized an enumeration workshop in March
1998 in Toronto. Further progress was made in attempting to get all governing
members of the MNC to move towards adopting one definition of Métis, rather
than the different definitions currently being used in our constitutions. The Task
Force is viewing with interest the work being undertaken in Saskatchewan with
our proposed enumeration.

The MNC is also embarking on a three year consultation process under a
program announced by Minister Gooda!e earlier this summer. When the federal
government announced its position with respect to therecommendations made
by the Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples in January 1998, the response,
“Gathering Strength” revolved mainly around Indian peoples, with little or no
reference to the Métis. The proposal for consultations made by Goodale was an
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effort to address Métis concerns with respect to “Gathering Strength” and Métis
exclusion.

Mr. Goodale was able to get $1 million from Cabinet for this purpose. He has .

guaranteed the MNC half of that amount, saying he also has to deal with other
groups who purport to represent Métis. The MNC will begin the consultation
process very quickly. About $45,000 will be made available to each governing
member to conduct the consultations in their respective jurisdictions. A final
report will then be put together by the MNC.

One of the major areas that the MNC will consult on is the issue of whether or not
Parliament should pass legislation exonerating Louis Riel. The MNC has
currently taken the position that any exoneration of Riel must be coupled with the
recognition of the rights of the Métis. After all, it is said, Riel sacrificed his life for
Métis rights, so those rights should be recognized otherwise his sacrifice may be
for nothing, It is therefore important that your views are made known on this
issue.

Another major issue for consultation is the definition of Métis. While we have
already undertaken this consultation in Saskatchewan, the other governing
members have not. This hopefully will lead to some agreement on a national
definition.

Lastly, while the MNC is working a number of different areas nationally, there is
also international matters that need attending to. The MNC in the spring of 1997
received NGO consultative status with the United Nations (UN), through the
Economic and Social Council. With this recognition,the MNC can attend certain
functions of the UN, especially the Human Rights Commission and its subsidiary
bodies, and make presentations. These bodies generally sit in Geneva,
Switzerland. V V V

Mr. Paul Chartrand is currently the MNC Ambassador on international issues.
He has attended several of these meetings and has been keeping informed of
developments on the UN draft Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

V

He has also been keeping informed on the draft Declaration on the Rights of the
Indigenous Peoples of the Americas being worked on by the Organization of
American States. .

CONCLUSION
V

This summarizes in a general way some of the initiatives being undertaken at the
provincial and national levels by the MNS. If you require further information

on

any of these initiatives we would be pleased to supply it. Alternatively, you may
wish to consult direct!y with the Affiliate involved or with the Métis National

V

Council. V

V

( ,‘
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METIS HUNTING RIGHTS: R. V. GRUMBO
By: Clem Chartier

On May 14, 1998 the Saskatchewan Court of Appeal rendered its decision in the Grumbo
case. As part of its ruling, the Court of Appeal set aside the Queen’s Bench decision
which had recognized the right of the Metis to hunt and fiSh under paragraph 12 of the
Natural Resources Transfer Agreement (NRTA) of 1930 entered into between
Saskatchewan and Canada. The Court of Appeal also set aside the conviction and fine
originally imposed by the Provincial Court at the trial level. Finally, the Court of Appeal
ordered a new trial. This decision will not be appealed to the Supreme Court of Canada.
In mid-November 1998, the province decided not to proceed with the new trial, and
entered a stay of proceedings. One of the reasons given is that the Blais case in Manitoba
is now before the Manitoba Court of Appeal, and the province believes it will get to the
Supreme Court of Canada. If it does reach the Supreme Court of Canada, it will affect
the Metis of Saskatchewan and Alberta, in addition to the Metis ofManitoba. In Blais,
both the provincial court and Court of Queen’s Bench held that Metis are not included
under the hunting and fishing provisions of the NRTA.

The reason a new trial had been ordered in Grumbo is because 2 of the 3 judges hearing
the case agreed that the term “Indian” in the 1930 NRTA (being part of the Constitution
of Canada) was not controlled by the definition of Indian as found in the Indian Act, as it.
originally held in R. v. Laprise in 1978. However, the 2 judges went onto say that if the
Metis are to fall within the term “Indian” in the NRTA paragraph 12 they must first
produce evidence that they had an Aboriginal title to the land being transferred from the
federal government to the province, or an Aboriginal right to hunt on the land that was
being transferred. They further stated that the province must also be given an opportunity
to produce evidence if they want to argue that the Aboriginal right to hunt was
extinguished.

In other words, the 2 judges stated that in order for the Metis to fall within paragraph 12,
they had to have had an Aboriginal right (i.e., a hunting right) that was tied to the lands
being transferred from the federal government to the provincial government. It should be
noted that this transfer of federal Crown lands took place in 1930 with respect to the three
prairie provinces (Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta), which each entered into
separate land transfer agreements, which contained identical hunting and fishing
paragraphs.

At trial and on the subsequent appeals, the only argument put forward was that the term
“Indian” when used in Canada’s Constitution before 1982 had the same meaning as the
term “Aboriginal peoples”. As Metis are described as part of the Aboriginal peoples of
Canada in the 1982 Constitution, it was then argued that they must also be
“Constitutional Indians” and therefore fall under paragraph 12 of the NRTA 1930. The
Queen’s Bench judge in Grumbo accepted this argument. The Court of Appeal said you
had to prove more than this.
Therefore, if we had engaged in a new trial the defence would have had to introduce
evidence which supported the existence of the Aboriginal right of the Metis in the



Yorkton area to hunt. Research would also have had to be undertaken to determine
which scrip commission covered that area, and if the Order in Council setting up the
Commission or the scrip application forms, or other documents clearly and plainly
evidenced an intention by the federal government to extinguish the Aboriginal harvesting
rights of the Metis covered by that specific scrip commission.

This is based on recent Supreme Court of Canada cases, which were applied in the Morin
and Daigneault fishing case in northwest Saskatchewan. In Morin and Daigneault, the
Court of Queen’s Bench in September 1997 upheld a provincial court ruling that the
Metis of northwest Saskatchewan established through their evidence an Aboriginal right
to fish, and that the Crown did not establish that the Aboriginal right in question was
extinguished. The Court also rightly stated that it did not have to deal with whether or
not scrip extinguished the Aboriginal title to the land, that the Aboriginal right to hunt
and fish was not tied to the extinguishment of the land itself.

In that case, the courts agreed that the Dominion Lands Act did not clearly and plainly
show an intention to extinguish hunting and fishing rights. It also said the same thing
about the Order in Council setting up the 1906 Scrip Commission which distributed scrip
in northern Saskatchewan. The Queen’s Bench upheld the provincial Court and ruled that
the Metis ofnorthwest Saskatchewan had an existing right to fish for food, which right is
protected by s.35 of the Constitution Act 1982. The Crown did not appeal that decision.
The problem with arguing s. 35 Aboriginal hunting and fishing rights is that it must be
site specific. In other words, the Metis will have to argue their cases based on the
geographic area covered by the respective scrip commissions. As there are several scrip
commissions which covered the province of Saskatchewan, a test case may be necessary
in each scrip area. The same would apply in Manitoba and Alberta. This patchwork of
Aboriginal rights may now be incorporated into the NRTA 1930 by the Grumbo decision.

The current position of the provincial government, through the Saskatchewan
Environment and Resource Management (SERM) department is that they will enforce the
hunting and fishing laws within Saskatchewan. Anyone caught without a proper
government issued hunting or fishing licence will be charged. The exception is Metis
people in the north who “live off the land”. Based on the Morin and Daigneault case,
they won’t be charged. This appears to be a narrow application based on a wrong
analysis of the Morin and Daigyieault case which held that the scrip issuance did not
extinguish the Aboriginal right to fish for food possessed by the Metis collective in
northwest Saskatchewan. The government is saying they will nevertheless charge Metis
in northern Saskatchewan who have this unextinguished Aboriginal right if they are not
“living off the land”.

While the province is relying on the Blais case from Manitoba, an attempt is being made
to proceed with the Laliberte case from Green Lake which has been sitting in Queen’s
Bench on appeal since October 1996. That court decided to wait for the Court of Appeal
decision in Grumbo. We will know by the end of December 1998 if we can proceed with
this case, or also have to go back for a new trial.
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November 23, 1998

Mr. Clem Chartier
President Metis Nation of Saskatchewan
219 Robin Crescent
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan
S7L 6M8

Re: Post-Grumbo Enforcement of Provincial Fish and Game Laws

Thank you for your letters dated July 6 and August 25 concerning SERM’s post-Grumbo
enforcement of Provincial fish and game laws against Metis people and this Department’s
interpretation of the decision of the Court of Queen’s Bench in R. v. Morin and
Daigneault. You have raised a number of important issues concerning the nature of
collective rights and the scope of section 9 1(24) of the Constitution Act:, 1867. You have
also made the grave allegation that the Province’s current enforcement policy is “racist” in
nature. I and my Department have taken this allegation very seriously; as a result, we have
reviewed the concerns set out in your letters in considerable detail.

The law with respect to Aboriginal rights remains in its infancy. Each decision from the
Courts seems to raise as many questions as it answers. In this atmosphere, we believe that
a cautious approach to Aboriginal rights issues is warranted and that the Courts must be
allowed to develop the law in its natural progression. We are, therefore, not prepared to
give the decision in Morin and Daigneault the wide interpretation that have you called for.

We have reviewed the decisions of both Judge Meagher and IvIr. Justice Laing in that case
in great detail. We believe that the final decision in the case recognizes only that certain
Metis people residing in northwestern Saskatchewan and who live a “traditional lifestyle”
have an existing Aboriginal right to fish for food. In particular, we do not believe that
Laing J. made any general pronouncements in the case which were intended to apply to all
Metis people living in the Province, irrespective of their historical connections to either
particular land or a particular community.

We are prepared to accept that this decision extends to hunting as well as to fishing, as was
suggested by Judge Meagher at page 10 of his Judgment. We are also prepared to
recognize that the geographical scope of these rights potentially extends all across the north
and is not limited to the Treaty 10 area. However, we are not prepared to accept that the
decision has wider application.
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We believe that Judge Meagher’s conclusion that the Accused in Morin and Daigneault
“basically lived off the land” as their ancestors had since the early 1800’s was a critical
component of his decision and sets out an essential pre-condition to a finding that any
particular Metis person possesses an Aboriginal right to hunt or fish (see page 20 of Judge
Meagher’s Judgment). In the Court of Queen’s Bench, Laing 3. did not specifically discuss
this issue but rather simply adopted the conclusions of Judge Meagher and, in our opinion,
he has endorsed the application of this “lifestyle” criteria.

You state in your letter of July 6 that such a limitation on who can exercise Aboriginal
hunting and fishing rights is “racist” and is inconsistent with the “collective” nature of
those rights. We certainly agree that the Courts have on a number of occasions referred to
Aboriginal rights as “collective” rights. In fact, we would describe section 35(1) of the
Constitution Act, 1982 as the constitutional recognition of historic Aboriginal communities
in this country. However, all of the implications of referring to Aboriginal rights as
“collective” rights have never been thOroughly canvassed by the Courts. This is
particularly the case with respect to Metis Aboriginal rights. A number of fundamental
questions remain unanswered. For example, what is the Metis community for the purpose
of assessing the Aboriginal right to fish for food that was recognized in Morin and
Daigneault? Is it the Northern Village of Tumor Lake? Is it all of the Metis communities
in northwestern Saskatchewan? Is it the Metis Nation of Saskatchewan? Is it the Metis
Nation of Canada? In our opinion, the Supreme Court has certainly indicated that
Aboriginal rights are to be recognized on a community by community basis and not on any
pan-provincial or pan-national basis. See, for example, 1?. v. Van der Peet, [1996] 2 S.C.R.
507, at paragraph 69, wherein Chief Justice Lamer held as follows:

Aboriginal rights are not general and universal; their scope and content must be
determined on a case-by-case basis. The fact that one group of Aboriginal
people has an Aboriginal right to do a particular thing will not be, without
something more, sufficient to demonstrate that another Aboriginal community
has the same Aboriginal right. The existence of the right will be specific to
each Aboriginal community.

Therefore, we do not agree with your assertion that characterizing Metis Aboriginal rights
as “collective” rights necessarily means that all Metis people in the Province or even all
Metis people in the north can exercise those rights. Also, we do not necessarily agree that
characterizing Aboriginal rights generally as “collective” rights means that only the
Aboriginal community itself can determine who belongs to the community and/or who can
exercise the particular rights in question. This would leave the existence of Aboriginal
rights for individuals subject to uncertain, open-ended and unreviewable conditions. We
believe that there must be limiting factors and objective criteria to determine membership
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in a particular Aboriginal community. This could, in our opinion, include lifestyle factors
such as those identified by Judge Meagher in Morin and Daigneault.

We also wish to point out that the imposition of “lifestyle criteria” in this Province for
determining which Metis people in the north can exercise hunting and fishing rights is
consistent with the approach in both Alberta, based upon R. v. Ferguson, [1994) 1
C.N.L.R. 117 (Alta. Q.B.) affirming [1993] 2 C.N.L.R. (Alta. Prov. Ct.), and in Manitoba,
based upon R. v. McPherson and Christie, [1994] 2 C.N.L.R. 137 (Man. Q.B.) reversing
[19921 4 C.N.L.R. 144 (Man. Prov. Ct.). We believe that a consistent approach to this
issue across the Prairie Provinces is desirable.

In conclusion, on this point, it is our view that the decision in Morin and Daigneault
recognizes only that Metis people whose families have been long-term residents of the
north and who continue to live a traditional lifestyle have existing Aboriginal rights to hunt
and fish. As the Courts in Saskatchewan have spoken on this subject, their decision must
be respected and applied. Therefore, notwithstanding your able submissions, we do not
consider it necessary to re-assess our advice to SERM with respect to this matter.

In your August 25 letter, you raise certain issues concerning the division ofpowers and the
application of provincial fish and game laws to Metis people who are exercising existing
Aboriginal rights. You correctly point out that it is the Province’s position, as reflected in
the formal admission made in K v. Grumbo, that Metis are “Indians” for the purposes of
section 9 1(24) of the Constitution Act, 1867. You then assert that any provincial law
which interferes with a Metis person who is exercising a Metis Aboriginal right is ultra
vires (in fact, on your assumptions, it could only be constitutionally inapplicable) because
that law intrudes upon the core of legislative jurisdiction reserved exclusively for
Parliament under section 9 1(24) of the Constitution Act, 1867. I agree that this reflects the
traditional view of this matter. I would, however, make two points in response. First, as
indicated earlier, the scope of the Metis Aboriginal rights recognized by Morin and
Daigneault is, in our view, quite limited. Second, the law in this area also seems to be in a
state of some upheaval. I would refer you in particular to the recent decisions of the
Supreme Court of Canada in R. v. Badger, [1996] 1 S.C.R. 771, K v. C’ote, [1996) 3 S.C.R.
139 and Delgamuukw v. British Columbia, [1997] 3 S.C.R. 1010 which seem to recognize
that while provincial laws of general application cannot extinguish Aboriginal rights, they
may be able to limit the exercise of those rights without running afoul of exclusive federal
jurisdiction provided that the application of those laws can satisfy the Sparrow justification
test. Indeed, it is difficult to see how provinces can craft legislation in accordance with the
constitutional principles contained in section 3 5(1) of the Constitution Act, 1982, without
direct reference to the categories of Aboriginal peoples recognized in section 35.
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In light of this uncertainty, I welcome your request that we seek to have this matter
clarified by the federal government and I would welcome hearing any suggestions that you
might have as to how we can proceed to do this.

Yours sincerely,

John D. Whyte, Q.C.
Deputy Minister of Justice
and Deputy Attorney General

cc: Premier Roy Romanow
Honourable John T. Nilson, Q.C.
Honourable Lorne Scott
Honourable Keith Goulet
Honourable Berny Wiens
Stuart Kramer, Deputy - SERM
Ray McKay, Northern Saskatchewan
Brent Cotter, Deputy Minister - IGAA
Dale McAuley, Metis Nation



July 6, 1998

Mr. John Whyte
Deputy Minister
Saskatchewan Justice
10th Floor
1874 Scarth Street
Regina, Sask
S4P 3V7

Dear Mr. Whyte:

Re: Government’s application ofK v. Morin & Daigneault (Sk. O.B.)

In follow-up to our meeting, and the subsequent meeting involving Ministers Nilson,
Scott and Goulet on May 28, 1998 and having given this matter considerable thought, the
following is offered.

Your department’s analysis and application of the Morin & Daigneault case simply as
one applying solely to “subsistence users” or “people living off the land” cannot be
correct orjustifed, particularly when viewed in conjunction with the Supreme Court of
Canada’s decisions, beginning with K v. Sparrow and the interests meant to be preserved
and protected by s. 35 ofthe Constitution Aci 1982.

In a.ffirming the trial judge’s decision that the Metis of northwest Saskatchewan, based on
the Sparrow criteria, proved that they had an Aboriginal right to fish and that that right
was not extinguished, Judge Laing at 202 [1998] 1 C.N.L.R. 182 reaffirmed that such
right belonged to the “collective” not solely to the two individual Defendants quoting
from Sparrow as follows:

219 Robin Cres., Saskatoon, Sask. • S7L 6M8 Bus (306) 343-8285 • Fax (306) 343-0171
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Fishing rights are not traditional property rights. They are rights held by a ()
collective and are in keeping with the culture and existence of that group.
(Emphasis added).

It is clear from the Morin & Daigneault case that the Metis of northern Saskatchewan
who took part in the scrip distribution in 1906 established that they had an Aboriginal
right to fish (and also to hunt, etc), and that such right(s) were not extinguished. That
Aboriginal right to fish was held by the collective, as are their Aboriginal harvesting
rights generally. That communal or collective Aboriginal right to fish (or hunt) was not
extinguished. It is therefore an existing Aboriginal right, collectively held and protected
by s.35 of the Constitution Aci 1982.

Judge Laing made it perfectly clear that the Aboriginal right at issue existed in the
“collective” by stating at 202-03:

The trial judge’s finding that an Aboriginal right to fish existed in the Metis
persons ofnorthwest Sask.atchewan separate and apart from the issue of
Aboriginal title is one he was entitled to make and should not be disturbed.
(Emphasis added)

The current policy as explained to us to date, i.e., laying charges against Metis in the
north who are not “living off the land” or are not “subsistence users”, cannot be a
justifiable infringement of their Aboriginal right to fish (or hunt). First of all this was not
a ruling made by the trial or appellate judges. Secondly, it is racist in its very concept
and denies the whole concept that Aboriginal rights belong to a collective. A collective
right, recognized and affirmed in the Constitution, simply cannot be removed based on an
individual’s lifestyle. Aboriginal people surely can no longer be viewed as museum
material, foregoing educational and technological changes, in order to enjoy their
collective Aboriginal rights. A thorough reading of Sparrow does not evince this
intention from the Supreme Court of Canada.

If one looks solely to the Morin & Daigneault case, Judge Laing makes it clear that a
licencing requirement for any Metis in the affected area is not a justifiable infringement
of their collective Aboriginal rights. At 206—07 Judge Laing stated:

The domestic food fishing licence that Metis are required to obtain under the
Saskatchewan Regulations in order to exercise their Aboriginal right to fish for
food, is not one that is necessarily available to all Metis persons in the
geographical area delineated by the trial judge. (Emphasis added)

C
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The discretionary aspect of licence issuance to Metis persons who wish to fish
domestically does constitute an infringement because it has the potential to deny
their right to fish for food.

As noted above, there is no basis to distinguish between Indian and Metis
Aboriginal groups with respect to the right to fish for food. This policy
constitutes an infringement.

Finally, at 208, Judge Laing concluded by stating, “. . there is no requirement on a Metis
person in the geographic area delineated by the trial judge, to have the licence.”

Based on the foregoing, I believe your department should reassess your current advice to
SERM so that a policy developed in good faith and honouring the Aboriginal harvesting
rights of the Metis affected by the Morin & Daigneault case, as recognized and affirmed
in s.35 of the Constitution Acfl 1982, can be implemented.

If you care to discuss this in person, I will be available for a meeting.

Yours sincerely,

lemChartier
President

c:c.: Premjer Roy Romanow
Eon. John Nilson
Hon. Lorne Scott
Han. Keith Goulet
Hon. Berny Wiens
Mr.. Dale McAuley, MNS Minister ofLands and Resources
MNS Executive
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August25, 1998

Mr. John Whyte \ U
Deputy Minister
Saskatchewan Justice
10th Floor
1874 Scarth Street
Regina, Sask
S4P 3V7

Dear Mr. Whyte:

Re: Application of provincial hunting laws to Metis in Iinht ofR. vMorin and
Daig7leault (Sask. O.B.

While waiting for your response to my letter of July 6, 1998, in addition to the issues
raised therein, the following should also have some bearing on how the province chooses )to proceed with respect to the Aboriginal hunting and fishing rights possessed by the
Metis covered by the 1906 scrip distribution in northern Saskatchewan.

For the record, your government has taken the position that the Metis are encompassed
by s.91(24) of the Constitution Act, 1867, hence under federal jurisdiction. This was
specifically admitted by the provincial Crown in both the Morin & Daigneault and
Grumbo cases. Further, it is my understanding that the province maintains that it cannot
address substantive Metis rights, such as land, self-government and hunting and fishing in
a provincial Metis Act because it would trench on federal jurisdiction and/or weaken the
province’s argument that Metis are under federal jurisdiction by virtue of s.91(24), and
therefore a federal responsibility.

The current position of your government and the existing case-law certainly poses a
unique opportunity for both the provincial and federal governments, and the Metis Nation
to address this issue. At the very least, the province and the MNS should be able to use
this opportunity to deal with the 91(24) question.

Specifically, the Court of Queen’s Bench affirmation of the existing Aboriginal right of
the Metis to fish under s.35, even according to your department’s Reply Factum in
Grumbo, means that the provincial wildlife and fishing legislation to the extent that it
affects those Aboriginal rights must be read down and be of no application to the affected 4
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Metis. In this connection, it is only the federal government by virtue of its authority
under s.91(24) that can pass legislation in this area, so long as it does not violate s.35.
This division of powers argument has been canvassed in John Grumbo’s Court of Appeal
factum to which I draw your attention.

The current policy being applied by SERM upon instructions from your department that
only Metis people living off the land will be allowed to hunt and fish is clearly ultra vires.
The provincial legislation to the extent that it affects the Aboriginal hunting and fishing
rights of the Metis covered by the 1906 scrip distribution is also clearly ultra vires and
must therefore be read down in conformity with constitutional principles.

According to the British Columbia Court of Appeal in K v. Alphonse, [1993] 4 C.N.L.R.
19, s.S8 of the Indian Act does not validate provincial legislation as that Act does not
apply to the Metis. Further, it is the province’s position that paragraph 12 of the Natural
Resources Transfer Agreement 1930 (Constitution Act, 1930) does not apply to the Metis.
That being the case, there is no constitutional or legal basis upon which provincial
hunting or fishing legislation can apply to those Metis who have existing Aboriginal
rights to hunt and fish under s.35 of the Constitution Act, 1982.

As stated above, the legal situation we find ourselves in offers an opportunity to address
the 9 1(24) question. As the provincial wildlife and fisheries legislation is not
constitutionally applicable to the Metis covered by the 1906 scrip distribution, your
government should request the federal government to address this matter in a manner
which respects and safeguards the Metis Aboriginal rights entrenched in virtue of s.35 of
the Constitution Ac4 1982.

On the other hand, if your government maintains its course of legislative and policy
action with respect to those Metis who have s.35 Aboriginal rights, there is no reason
why a Metis Act encompassing substantive Metis rights,. such as land, self-government,
hunting and fishing cannot be passed by the provincial legislature.

If you care to discuss this in person, I will be available for a meeting.

Yours sincerely

7Clem Chartier
President

c.c.: Premier Roy Romanow
Hon. John Nilson
Hon. Lorne Scott
Hon. Keith Goulet
Hon. Berny Wiens
Mr. Dale McAuley, MNS Minister of Lands and Resources
MNS Executive and PMC
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July 24, 1998

Mr. Clem Chartier, President
Métis Nation of Saskatchewan
219 Robin Crescent
SASKATOON SK S7L 6M8

Dear Mr. Chartier:

It was a pleasure to meet with Mr. Dale McAuley and officials of the Métis Nation of
Saskatchewan (MNS) on July 8, 1998. It was unfortunate that you could not be
present, so I write with my overview of the discussion that took place, and
commitments made.

The meeting was co-chaired by Mr. Allan Morin who outlined the issues to be
addressed by the MNS, which included: C)
1) the Grumbo decision and Saskatchewan Environment and Resource

Management’s (SERM) post-Grumbo enforcement of the hunting and fishing
regulations;

2) a response to the MNS letter to Mr. John Whyte;
3) economic development initiatives in forestry and salvage lumber operations;

and
V

4) the MNS and SERM partnership agreement.

Your representatives requested that enforcement guidelines used by Conservation
Officers in interpreting the Morin and Daigneault decision be forwarded in writing
and that the Northern Administration District line also be defined. In this regard,
please find enclosed the enforcement guidelines issued to SERM Conservation
Officers. I have also enclosed a map which identifies the Northern Administration
District line. V

With regard to the enforcement guidelines, I want to confirm that government’s
interpretation of the Grumbo decision continues to be that Métis rights are as yet
unconfirmed in southern Saskatchewan, and that SERM will continue to enforce
Saskatchewan’s Wildlfe Act and Regulations for Métis in the south. However, the
situation is somewhat different in northern Saskatchewan given the Morin and
Daigneault decision. This decision confirms some type of Métis rights in the
northwest, and SERM is advised to extend these rights to Métis residents throughout
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northern Saskatchewan, north of the Northern Administration District line, who live a
traditional lifestyle. It was confirmed at the meeting, that this would not include
southern or transient Métis, people with full-time occupations, and out-of-province
Métis.

Although SERM has issued interim guidelines on hunting and fishing, SERM would
like to enter into discussions centered around using a co-operative, community-based
approach in northern Saskatchewan to determine who in the community would be
accepted as having the right within the parameters of the Mann and Daigneault
decision’s direction of living a “traditional lifestyle.” For example, SERM would
view some criteria to include Métis fishers and trappers who live off the land;
sustained on a wild food diet; being on unemployment insurance or social assistance;
or health reasons, etc. We would welcome working with the MNS and Métis
communities to co-operatively agree to and establish these broad criteria. We believe
that there could be unique circumstances in each Métis community and that it would
be better for Métis community members themselves to advise SERvI as to who fits
into the criteria, and would therefore have the right to hunt and fish for food.

To assist with this endeavor, SERM would be willing to provide the IvfNS with
funding. The amount is to be negotiated, based on roles and responsibilities of the
MNS and SERM and outcomes, and in consideration of SERM’s budget pressures.

At the meeting, both parties agreed to further discussions on the consultation process.
Therefore, Dave Phillips, Assistant Deputy Minister, will arrange to meet with
Dale McAuley in early August to discuss consultation and other matters related to
hunting and fishing. Your representatives indicated that they felt the present policy for
enforcing the Mann and Daigneault decision created a two-tier system for Métis, and
therefore, the policy was not constitutionally valid. They also indicated that any
consultation with Métis would have to be province-wide.

Your letter to John Whyte, Deputy Minister of Saskatchewan Justice regarding
enforcement of the Mann and Daigneault decision was raised at the meeting.
Unfortunately, Mr. Whyte was unable to attend the meeting. Keith Laxdal, Justice’s
Associate Deputy Minister was in attendance and indicated that his department had not
had time to consider the points raised in the letter, but that Mr. Whyte would respond
in writing in due course.
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In addressing economic development initiatives in forestry and salvage lumber
operations, SERM will assist, where possible within existing Forest Management
Agreements (FMA) to include the MNS in timber salvage opportunities. The
department will work with the MNS over the long-term to seek access to timber within
the FMA areas which may become available. A meeting between the northern mayors
and Mistik Management to discuss these same forestry issues was scheduled in Green
Lake on July 10, 1998. Allan Morin was made of aware of that meeting.

SERM was asked by Mr. James Froh, MNS Bilateral Coordinator, to provide a
summary of SERM/MNS partnership meetings held during the past three years,
including minutes and actions arising from Bilateral Committee meetings. SERM’s
Public Involvement and Aboriginal Affairs Unit will gather this information and
forward it directly to Mr. Froh.

As indicated previously, Dave Phillips will arrange with Dale McAuley to meet in
early August to discuss joint project opportunities within the existing budget
allocations and the potential for including a MNS component in resource program
proposals for 1999/2000 submissions. ( )
I want to thank your officials for attending the meeting. If you have any questions or
comments concerning the meeting, please give me a call.

Yours sincerely,

Lorne Scott

Enclosure

cc: Dale McAuley, Métis Nation of Saskatchewan
James Froh, Métis Nation of Saskatchewan
Allan Morin, Minister, Intergovernmental Affairs, Métis Nation of Saskatchewan
John Whyte, Deputy Minister, Justice and Attorney General (Keith Laxdal, Associate Deputy Minister, Justice and Attorney General
Stuart Kramer, Deputy Minister, Environment and Resource Management
Dave Phillips, Assistant Deputy Minister, Environment and Resource Management
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Memorandum:

From Dave Phillips Date May 15, 19sAssistant Deputy Minister
Operations Division Phone

7379079
To

Your FileEcoRegion Directors/Resource Area Managers
Our File

GUIDELINES REGARDING THE ENFORCEMENT OF MÉTIS HUNTING ANDRe FISHING RIGHTS

Following the Saskatchewan Court of Queen’s Bench decision in R. vs Grumbo dated
August 2, 1996, an interim policy was created by a memo signed by then ADM, Ross
MacLennan on August 22, 1996. With the Saskatchewan Court of Appeal decision that
was handed down yesterday, interim policy created by that memo is no longer in effect.

Métis hunting and fishing rights for subsistence purposes are no longer in effect under
Clause 12 otthe Natural Resources Transfer Agreement. Accordingly, conservation
officers should treat Métis as any other resident of Saskatchewan or any other province,
who is not a status Indian.

There may however be occasions where Métis who live a “traditional lifestyle” in northern
Saskatchewan may be relying on fish and wildlife as food for sustenance. As decided in
other court decisions in both Saskatchewan and Alberta, there may be a legal right for
those people to continue to live that lifestyle.

In those cases where “traditional lifestyles” or “living off the land” exist or may be an
issue, officers should consult with local Crown prosecutors before laying any charges.
Seizures should only be made where the “traditional lifestyle” is questionable, otherwise
evidence can be recorded without seizures being made.

As we phase back into normal enforcement procedures, I encourage enforcement staff to
educate Métis groups and individuals by addressing meetings and issuing NOVs (Notice of
Violations) to those who are unknowingly exercising any rights granted to them through
the earlier Court of Queen’s Bench decision. I am confident that through this approach we
will gain compliance of most people.

Should you need any advicelinformation regarding this memo, please contact Dave
Harvey, Director ofEnforcement aid Compliance.

4LJJ2A2)
Dave hillips

cc: Dave Harvey
Dennis Sherratt
Joe Muldoon
Seonaid MacPherson
Jack Kinnear
Nat Strom
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METIS NATION OF SASKATCHEWAN

VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT

METIS NATION LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
December 4th & 5th, 1998

Prince Albert, Saskatchewan



The Metis Nation Agenda

First of all I would like to thank everyone for their support in last February’s

election and also for their encouragement since that time. My role as the Metis Nation

of Saskatchewan Vice President has been challenging but also rewarding.

As indicated during the MNS election I remain committed to a balanced

approach on Metis issues, that is to work on Metis rights, to developing a Metis Specific

Rights Agenda but also to addressing the everyday concerns of our community. It is

important that MNS remain committed to a balanced approach. Programs and services

can be terminated at any time as we have seen in the past. If we work together in a

united fashion the entrenchment of Metis Rights can and will ensure that the needs of

our communities and families take place according to our agenda not governments.

The Metis Nation of Saskatchewan in co-operation with the Metis National

Council is currently developing a comprehensive Metis specific rights agenda, if we are

to reach our objective we must have less internal turmoil and more co-operation and

unity.

We are closer now to establishing a national Metis specific rights agenda than

ever before. Previously issues were dealt with when they arose, one day housing, the

next education, a form of crisis management.

In addition to establishing a Metis specific agenda and a more united and

effective political movement we must free ourselves from the influence of government

purse strings. Our political agenda is influenced at every level by the good-will of

-2-



government which is often in short supply.

To ensure that we develop an effective political organization we must ensure

that our communities understand and support our political agenda. References to such

terms as Metis Nation, self government versus self administration need to be clearly

understood and debated, that is why community consultation processes are important.

If the Federal government is prepared to devolve resources and services then why not

directly to the Metis.

All too often people acquaint Metis rights with hunting and fishing only, we must

go beyond this. We need to more effectively address the issues of land, education,

health and housing from a rights perspective.

Meaningful resolution to the problems we face can only take place when the

cMNS can effectively bring governments to the negotiating table. This wifl not happen

without community support. Not every issue needs to be resolved by the courts, but

our options are limited. The programs and services required to address the socio

economic concerns of the Metis must flow from entrenched Metis Rights not vice-versa.

This is the only way to ensure long-term solutions.

The attainment of Metis rights as we have seen from the hunting and fishing and

land claims cases will be a long and difficult battle. In the interim, we must develop

internal strategies to ensure we have the necessary human and financial resources to

pursue our agenda Economic development opportunities and long term fiscal

arrangements are necessary to ensure we are not wholly dependent on the good

graces of government.

-3-



MNS Internal Governance

If we are to meet our objectives we must become a more effective political

organization, this will require internal reorganization. Too much time and too much

money have been expended on internal matters which have divided us and caused

long lasting animosities. Political devel9pment is an incremental process and we

must recognize the need for change. Many of our problems result from a lack of

process within our own constitution. Even when there are established processess

some people choose not to follow or respect them. We need to hold community

hearings and a special assembly to address MNS constitutional changes.

In this process we also need to review the role of our affiliates. Our affiliates

need to be free from excessive political interference but at the same time, accountable

to the membership. Above all they need to be responsive to the needs of the ()
community.

Programs and Services

With respect to program and service activities there have been may positive

developments, however, since these have been addressed in specific reports tabled by

our affiliates and respective Ministers, I will only make reference to those I have been

directly involved with.

As MNS Minister of Education, I am pleased to report that meetings with the

Province of Saskatchewan have been generally favourable. The Province has

indicated that they are willing to review the current process of establishing the Gabriel

Dumont board. They have also agreed to sponsor a GDI annual conference and we
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are currently working on a process to establish operational and wage parity for the

Institute and its employees. Any firm announcements are likely to concede 4th the

provincial election next spring or summer. Education and training opportunities are

essential to ensure that our young people have an equal opportunity for employment.

On the issue of Enumeration, cornmunity consultations were recently concluded.

In a separate report detailing the hearings the two major recommendations are that we

need to revise and more fully develop our citizenship / membership criteria and

application process. The enumeration process itself requires your input and

recommendations.

For the past several years I have been taken an active part in promoting the

Michif language. Limited resources are now available from the Metis National Council

and the Province of Saskatchewan. We must develop a strategy directed by Michif

speakers that addresses regional and provincial concerns. The importance of

developing and maintaining the Michif language can not be emphasized enough.

I am also pleased to report that after several years of negotiating we have

concluded a Batoche Management Agreement 4th Canadian Heritage. It is not the

perfect arrangement, however, it does give us the opportunity to participate in the

operations of the Batoche National Historic Site.

I also have many concerns about the involvement of our youth. We need to

implement new initiatives to develop the required leadership for the future. Each level

of the MNS political structure, the Locals, the Regions, the Head Office and each and

every affiliate must develop a youth component.

-5-



In 1869 -70 the Metis under the leadership of Louis Riel established a

Provisional Government at Red River to fight for the rights of the Metis and to

determine what the relationship would be between the Metis and the Canadian state.

This remains unfinished business and it is our responsibility to continue this struggle.

Whether we view this objective as a forp-iof self government, self determination or the

means of achieving equality we cannot and ll not remain Canada’s “forgotten

people”.

In the past months it has been an honour and privilege to serve as the Metis

Nation of Saskatchewan Vice President and I look forward to working with you in the

future.

-6-



To:

From:

OF SAS

FINANCIAL REPORT
December 1, 1998

The Metis Nation Legislative Assembly - Prince Albert

Allan Morin, Treasurer
Metis Nation of Saskatchewan

Enclosed it is my pleasure to present to you the Metis Society of
Saskatchewan Inc. Audited Financial Statements for the fiscal year 1997/ 1998.
These financial statements were prepared by Ernst & Young Chartered
Accountants with the assistance of our Administration staff.

The Audit was conducted in accordance with generally accepted auditing
standards and also includes assessment of our accounting principles, internal
controls and measures. Our combined Statement of Earnings and Deficit reveals
a modest deficit of $4,307.00 as of year ended March 31, 1998.

As per the terms and conditions of our Contribution Agreements, we have
presented these Audited Financial Statements to the Federal and Provincial
Governments for their perusal and we have received favourable response and
satisfaction from both levels of Governments. The Audited Financial Statements
were also presented to our Financial Banking Institution for their review and these
Audited Financial Statements were received favourably.

We set up internal controls and have taken cost cutting measures which
are unpopular at times, however, prudent management must prevail in order that

) this Metis Nation keep its head above water. At this time, we want to commend

219 Robin Cres., Saskatoon, Sask. • S7L 6M8
Bus (306) 343-8285 • Fax (306) 343-0171 • Toll Free 888-343-6667



the sacrifices taken by all staff and the Metis membership to ensure that our Metis
Nation maintain a fair and sound financial position.

For this upcoming fiscal year, 1998/ 1999, we have successfully
negotiated an increase in our Heritage Canada Core Funding Allocation. We
have successfully negotiated a Multi-Year funding arrangement (3 year) for our
Tripartite Management Unit and workplan. Both of these initiatives have been in
the negotiation process for approximately 3 years, since 1996.

Recently we are negotiating for the opportunity to present our financial
needs to the Government of Saskatchewan and request that our budgets be
discussed at the Treasury Board level and eventually at the Provincial Cabinet
level. This will ensure that the Metis Nation of Saskatchewan’s financial needs
are pro-actively presented in the Government of Saskatchewan’s budget cycle
process. Although this request has its merits, we are at the good will of the
Government of Saskatchewan for their support and approval. We negotiated
consistently with several provincial cabinet ministers and after 3 years of
negotiating, The Metis Nation of Saskatchewan succeeded in obtaining a one
time $400,000.00 grant to be used for Economic Development initiatives.

Overall we have had a productive year and we want to thank our
colleagues and staff for the co-operation received in achieving our goals in the ( )
Fiscal Year 1997 / 1998.

Finally, once again we request that the Metis Nation Legislative Assembly
execute a motion to accept Ernst & Young Chartered Accountant as our auditors
for the next fiscal year 1998 / 1999.



FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

THE METIS SOCIETY OF
SASKATCHEWAN INC.

March 31, 1998

iI ERNsT& YOUNG



AUDITORS’ REPORT

To the Members of
The Metis Society of Saskatchewan Inc.

We have audited the balance sheet of The Metis Society of Saskatchewan Inc.
as at March 31, 1998 and the combined statements of earnings and deficit, and
cash flows for the year then ended. These combined financial statements are the
responsibility of the Society’s management. Our responsibility is to express an
opinion on these fmancial statements based on our audit.

We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards.
Those standards require that we plan and perform an audit to obtain reasonable
assurance whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. An
audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and
disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the
accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as
well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation.

In our opinion, these financial statements present fairly, in all material respects,
the financial position of the Society as at March 31, 1998 and the results of its
operations and the changes in its fmancial position for the year then ended in
accordance with generally accepted accounting principles.

Saskatoon, Canada
May 22, 1998 Chartered Accoun ants

ll ERN5T& YOUNG



The Metis Society of Saskatchewan inc.

COMBINED BALANCE SHEET

As at March31

1998 1997
S $

ASSETS
Current
Cash in bank less outstanding cheques 11,767 38,787
Accounts receivable [note 21 127,882 139.798
Total current assets 139,649 178,585

Capital assets [note 31 145,516 157,045
Capital lease assets [note 4] 17,428 21.785

302.593 357.415

LIABILITIES AND MEMBERS’ EQUITY
Current liabilities
SNEDCO loan

— 21.967
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities 101,660 156,696
Deferred grant revenue 55,000 49,598
Demand loan [note 5/ 30,000 —

Current portion of capital lease obligation 7,564 7.564
Current portion of long-term debt 6.411 6.411
Total current liabilities 200.635 242.236

Obligation under capital lease [note 4] 5,674 13,238
Long-term debt [note 6/ 4,809 11,220

Members’ equity
Contributed surplus 95,782 95,782
Deficit, per accompanying statement (4,307) (5.061)
Total members’ equity 91,475 90,721

302,593 357.415

See accompanying notes

‘-7
On behalf ithe Board:

Director

Director



The Metis Society of Saskatchewan Inc.

COMBINED STATEMENT OF
EARNINGS AND DEFICIT

Year ended March 31

1998 1997
$ $

Revenue
Government grants

Federal - current operations 731,256 664,503
- deficit recovery 11,900 32,093

Provincial - current operations 663,805 314,938
1,406,961 1,011,534

Other revenue
Sponsorship 23,930 —

Interest
— 1,339

Sundry 35,377 3,405
59,307 4,744

Total revenue 1.466,268 1,016.278

Expenses
Salaries 616,338 491,762
Travel 173.106 163,736
Professional services 192,051 75,326
Meetings 41,201 20,559
Election costs 76,934 9,203
Research 16,841 —

Administration 187,362 124,902
Enumeration 135,679 —

Workshops 28,084 34,728
Grants 15,000 37,000
Total expenses 1,482,596 957,216
(Deficiency) excess of revenue over

expenses before other items (16,328) 59,062
Other items of income (expense)
Accounts payable written off 32,734 7,921
Bad debts (6,913) (2,856)
Donations (8,739) (5.240)
Legal settlement

— (5,000)
Program administration

— 7,928
Total other items 17,082 2,753
Excess of revenue over expenses 754 61,815
Deficit, beginning of year (5,061) (66,876)
Deficit, end of year (4,307) (5,061)
See accompanying notes

ll



The Metis Society of Saskatchewan Inc.

COMBINED STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS

Year ended March 31

1998 1997
S $

OPERATING ACTIVITIES
Excess of revenue over expenses for the year 754 61,815
Add items not affecting cash

Amortization 15,886 14,912
16,640 76,727

Changes in non-cash working capital balances
related to operations
Decrease (increase) in accounts receivable 11,916 (94,482)
(Decrease) increase in accounts payable and accrued liabilities (55,036) 47,382
Increase in deferred revenue 5,402 17,886

(37,718) (29,214)
Cash (used in) provided by operating activities (21,078) 47,513

INVESTING ACTIVITIES
Purchase of capital assets

— (39,551)
Cash used in investing activities

— (39,551)

FLNANCING ACTIVITIES
(Decrease) increase in SNEDCO loan (21,967) 21,967
Increase in demand loan 30,000 —

Decrease in long-term debt financing (6,411) (6,411)
Decrease in obligation under capital lease (7,564) (7,564)
Cash (used in) provided by financing activities (5,942) 7,992

Net change in cash position during the year (27,020) 15,954
Cash position at beginning of year 38,787 22,833
Cash position at end of year 11,767 38,787

See accompanying notes

ll



The Metis Society of Saskatchewan Inc. Schedule I

CORE PROGRAM

Year ended March 3 1

1998 1997
S $

Revenue
Grants - federal - current operations 351,853 352,607

- deficit recovery 11,900 32,093
Interest

— 1,339
Sundry

— 3,405
Total revenue 363,753 389,444

Expenses
Salaries

Executive 61,448 42,840
Board members 52,841 56,803
Other 106,403 111.321

Total salaries 220,692 210,964

Travel
Executive 13,357 25,886
Board members 53,173 61,545
Other 3.887 7,340

Total travel 70.417 94.771

Professional services
Legal 340 23,993
Audit and business services 166 10.260

Total professional services 506 34.253

Meetings
Board meetings

— 13,530
Elections 49,643 9,203

Total meetings 49,643 22.733

continued



The Metis Society of Saskatchewan Inc. Schedule 1

CORE PROGRAM

.continued

Year ended March 31

1998 1997
$ $

Administration
Amortization 15,886 14,912
Bank charges and interest 2,545 2,374
Office supplies

— 1,101
Office rent 23,233 47,004
Printing and postage 489 76
Sundry 4,380 937
Telephone 14,911 16,245

Total administration 61,444 82,649
Total expenses 402.702 445,370

Deficiency of revenue over expenses before other items (38,949) (55.926)

Other items of income (expense)
Accounts payable written off — 7,921
Bad debts

— —

Donations
— (5,240)

Legal settlement — (5,000)
Program administration — 67,156

Total other items — 64,837
(Deficiency) excess of revenue over expenses (38,949) 8,911

See accompanying notes

ll



The Metis Society of Saskatchewan Inc. Schedule 2

TRIPARTITE SELF GOVERNMENT PROGRA1\’I

Year ended March 31

1998 1997
S $

Revenue
Grants - federal 195,000 132,348

- provincial 200,000 160,657
Total revenue 395,000 293,005

Expenses
Salaries

Executive stipend 18,000 18,000
Committee stipend 12,000 —

Director 47,205 43.890
Northern project director 36,000 12,000
Researchers 16,396 39,600
Other 22,121 28,786

Total salaries 151,722 142,276

Travel
Director 3,644 5,898
Executive 18,851 19,557
Researchers 3,407 7,552
Northern project director 21,000 4,000
Other 8,079 —

Total travel 54,981 37,007

Professional services
Legal 5.000 1,873
Consulting 43,071 14,835

Total professional services 48,071 16,708
Workshops 28,084 34,728

. continued



The Metis Society of Saskatchewan Inc. Schedule 2

TRIPARTITE SELF GOVERNMENT PROGRAM

. continued

Year ended March 31

1998 1997
S $

Expenses
Administration

Finance management 3,877 2,539Meetings 1,149 —

Office management 4,356 6,591Office supplies 16,927 3,126Officerent 13.350 11.616Printing and postage
— 9.517

Sund 839 8.024
Telephone 3,978 7.273
Program administration 53,511 —

Total administration 99,207 48.736
Total expenses 382,065 279,455

Excess of revenue over
expenses before other items 12,935 13,550

Other items of income (expense)
Bad debts (6,913) (2.856)
Excess of revenue over expenses 6.022 10,694

See accompanying notes

ll



The Metis Society of Saskatchewan Inc. Schedule 3

SASKATCHEWAN INDIAN AND METIS AFFAIRS
SECRETARIAT PROGRAMS

Year ended March 31

1998 1997
$ $

Revenue
Grants - provincial 215,700 98.381
Total revenue 215,700 98,381

Expenses
Back to Batoche

Grant 15,000 10,000

Paimbere Lake
Grant

— 6,000

Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples
Salaries

— 6,970
Metis Act

Consulting 6,448 2,572
Travel 4,824 1,860

11,272 4,432

Co-management land resources
Consulting 13,010 2,562
Salaries

— 5,227
Travel 12,815 8,065

25,825 15,854

President’s Office
Administrative support

— 11,017
Travel

— 3,511
— 14,528

. continued



The Metis Society of Saskatchewan Inc. Schedule S

SASKATCHEWAN INDIAN AND METIS AFFAIRS
SECRETARIAT PROGRAMS

. continued

Year ended March 31

1998 1997
$ $

Bilateral process
Senators

— 7,000
Area directors

— 6,500
Executive 23,451 3,000
Management 21,238 —

Professional services 3,750 3,000
Research 16,841 —

Administration 19,996 5,366
Consulting 37,525 —

Travel 6,624 616
129,425 25,482

Annual assembly
MLA meetings 40,698 7,029

Batoche historic site
Consulting 20.000 —

Total expenses 242.220 90,295
(Deficiency excess of revenue over expenses (26,520) 8,086

See accompanying notes



The Metis Society of Saskatchewan Inc. Schedule 4

EDUCATION AND TRAINING PROGRAM

Year ended March 31

1998 1997
S $

Revenue
Grants - federal 28,200 14,098

- provincial 5,000 16,000
-METSI 67,419 91.569

Total grants 100,619 12 1.667

Expenses
Salaries

Contractors 5,000 67,300
HRD Delivery Assistance 11316 —

Total contractor salaries 16.516 67.300

Travel
Contractors

— 6.944
Total contractor travel

— 6.944

Professional services
Consulting

— 241
Legal 31.017 4.477

Total professional services 31,017 4,718

Administration
-

Annual general meeting 43,340 —

Salaries
— 22,339

Sundry 95 5,251
Total administration 43,335 27 .590
Total expenses 90.968 106,552
Excess of revenue over expenses 9,651 15.115

See accompanying notes

ll



The Metis Society of Saskatchewan Inc. Schedule 5

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

Year ended March 31

1998 1997
S $

Revenue
Grants - provincial 87,439 39,900

- federal 19,403 3,000
Total revenue 106,842 42,900

Expenses
Contractors 40,501 14,440
Professional fees

— 772
Salaries 57,172 5,746
Travel 2,426 10,962
Sundry 1,414 1,352
Total expenses 101,513 33,272
Excess of revenue over expenses 5.329 9.628

See accompanying notes

ill.



The Metis Society of Saskatchewan Inc. Schedule 6

ABORIGINAL STRATEGIC INITIATIVE PROGRAM

Year ended March31

1998 1997
S $

Revenue
Grants - Metis National Council 54,337 70,881
Total revenue 54,337 70,881

Expenses
Project director 25,277 —

Salaries 13,952 —

Travel 787 —

Rent 4,836 —

Office expense 1,192 2.561
Telephone 3,909 —

Meetings 503 —

Consulting 2,100 —

Program administration 4.221 26,231
Total expenses 56,777 28,792
(Deficiency) excess of revenue over expenses (2.440) 42,089

See accompanying notes

In 1997, capital assets of S39,551 were purchased under the Aboriginal Strategic Initiative
Program.

u



The Metis Society of Saskatchewan Inc. Schedule 7

METIS LAND CLAIMS FOUNDATION

Year ended March 31

1998 1997
S $

Revenue
— —

Expenses
Professional fees 1.993 10,741
Total expenses 1.993 10,741
Deficiency of revenue over expenses (1.993) (10,741)

See accompanying notes



The Metis Society of Saskatchewan Inc. Schedule 8

FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE

Year ended March 31

1998 1997
S $

Revenue — —

Expenses
Grant

— 21,000
Interest expense

— 967
Total expenses — 21,967
Deficiency of revenue over expenses — (2L967)

See accompanying notes



The Metis Society of Saskatchewan Inc. Schedule 9

NORTHERN DIALOGUE

Year ended March 31

1998 1997
S $

Revenue 6,666 —

Expenses
Consulting 5,000 —

Total expenses 5,000 —

Excess of revenue over expenses 1,666 —

See accompanying notes



The Metis Society of Saskatchewan Inc. Schedule 10

ROYAL SASK ENERGY

Year ended March 31

1998 1997
S $

Revenue 14,000 —

Expenses
Consulting 11.677 —

Total expenses 11,677 —

Excess of revenue over expenses 2,323 —

See accompanYing notes



The ‘1etis Society of Saskatchewan Inc. Schedule 1 1

ADMINISTRATION

Year ended March 31

1998 1997
S $

Revenue
Grants - federal 15.044 —

Sponsorships 23,930 —

Program administration - 73,903 —

Sundry 35,377 —

Total revenue 148,254 —

Expenses
Salaries 22,307 —

Contractors 23.510 —

Consulting 3,331 -—

Election expenses 27,291 —

Professional services 7,623 —

Travel 20,232 —

Office supplies 8,662 —

Telephone 7,169 —

Advertisement 1.940 —

Sundry 3,840 —

Total expenses 125.905 —

Excess of revenue over expenses before other items 22,349 —

Other items of income (expense)
Accounts payable written off
Sponsorships

Total other items
Excess of revenue over expenses

32,734
(8.739)
23,995
46.344

See accompanYing notes



The Metis Society of Saskatchewan Inc. Schedule 12

ENUMERATION

Year ended March 31

1998 1997
S S

Revenue 135,000

Expenses
Administration 13,280 —

Contractor 119,122 —

Miscellaneous 3,277 —

Total expenses 135,679 —

Deficiency of revenue over expenses (679) —

II



The Metis Society of Saskatchewan Inc.

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

March31, 1998

1. ACCOUNTING POLICIES

[a] Description of operations

The Metis Society of Saskatchewan Inc. is incorporated under the Non-Profit Corporations Act of
Saskatchewan. The corporation’s purpose is to undertake activities which strive to recognize the
political, legal and constitutional rights of the Metis people in Saskatchewan. At the present time
the corporation fulfills its mandate by acting as a fundraising and administrative organization on
behalf of the Metis Nation of Saskatchewan.

[b] Combination of programs

The balance sheet and the statements of earnings and retained earnings and cash flows are all
prepared on a combined basis. Programs included in the combined financial statements which
were active in fiscal 1998 include:

• Core
• Tripartite Self Government
• Saskatchewan Indian and Metis Affairs Secretariat Programs
• Education and Training Program
• Economic Development Program
• Aboriginal Strategic Initiative Program
• Metis Land Claims Foundation
• Northern Dialogue
• Royal Sask. Energy

In addition, a schedule has been added to separately identify the revenue and expenses related
solely to administration of the corporation. Comparative numbers are not presented as they were
not readily available. Previously, administration revenues and expenses were allocated among the
above noted programs and comparisons between the year end program information presented
should be made accordingly.

[cj Capital assets, capital lease assets and amortization

Capital assets and capital lease assets are recorded at cost. Amortization is computed based upon
the estimated useful lives and salvage values of the assets: namely, 20% per year on equipment on
the declining-balance basis. In the year of acquisition, one-half of this rate is used.

1



The Lv1etis Society of Saskatchewan Inc.

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

March 31, 1998

1. ACCOUNTING POLICIES -continued

[d] Deferred grant revenue

Deferred grant revenue results from grant funding which was received prior to year-end even
though the related costs will be incurred over the life of a program, including periods subsequent
to the year-end. Deferred grant revenue will be brought into revenue in the next fiscal year as the
related expenses are incurred.

2. ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE
1998 1997

$ $

METSI
— 20,055

Government of Canada 53,537 26,941
Metis National Council 17,791 70,881
Province of Saskatchewan 55,045 20,400
Miscellaneous 1,509 1,521

127,882 139,798

3. FIXED ASSETS
1998 1997

$ $
ACCUMULATED

COST DEPRECIATION NET NET

Land 99,404 — 99,404 99,404
Equipment 98,502 52,390 46,112 57.641

197,906 52,390 145,516 157,045

2
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The Nietis Society of Saskatchewan Inc.

March 31, 1998

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

4. CAPITAL LEASE ASSETS

The corporation acquired various office equipment under a long-term capital lease commitment as
follows:

1998 1997
$ $

ACCUMULATED
COST DEPRECIATION NIT NET

Equipment 30,257 12,829 17,428 21,785

Obligation Under Capital Lease

The following is a schedule of future minimum lease payments under a capital lease with Xerox
Canada Ltd. (expiring October, 2000) together with the balance of the obligation under the capital
lease.

1998 1997
$S

Year ending March 31
1998

— 9,677
1999 9,677 9,677
2000 7,258 7,258

Total minimum lease payments 16,935 26,612
Less: amount representing interest 3,697 5,810
Principal portion of the obligation 13,238 20,802
Less principal portion due within on year (7,564) (7,564)

5,674 13,238

5. DEMAND LOAN

Demand loan represents the Scotia Bank loan for $30,000 with interest at prime plus 1.5%
repayable on demand. The bank holds a general assignment of book debts of the Society as
security.

2



The Metis Society of Saskatchewan Inc.

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

March31, 1998

6. LONG-TERM DEBT
1998 1997

$ $

Xerox Canada Ltd. flnancing contract; repayable in
quarterly instalments of $2,051 including interest at a
weighted average of 12% per annum; secured by office
equipment. 11,220 17,631

Less principal portion due within one year (6,411) (6,411)
4,809 11,220

Principal payments due within each of the next two years are as follows:

1999 $6,411
2000 4,809

7. CONTINGENCIES AND COMMITMENTS

The Society is committed to the following:

The Society entered into a one-year lease for its office space with Provincial Metis HoLdco
Inc., an organization with which the Society is related through common board members.
Under the terms of the lease the Society is obligated to make the following minimum lease
payments in 1999:

Core program $24,000
Tripartite program 18.000

$42,000

4
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The Metis Society of Saskatchewan Inc.

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

March 31, 1998

8. RELATED PARTY TRANSACTIONS

During the year the Society incurred rent expense of $40,968 (1997- $58,620) to an organization
with which it is related through common board members, Provincial Metis Holdco Inc. This rent
constitutes fair market value for services received.

During the year the Society recorded $67,419 (1997 - $91,569) of grant revenue from an
organization with which it is related through common board members, Metis Employment &
Training of Saskatchewan Inc. (METSI). At March 31, 1998 $Nil (1997 - $20,055) of this
amount remained as a receivable. This grant is funded through Human Resources Development
Canada.

During the year, the Society established the Clarence Campeau Development Fund (“the Fund”)
subject to an agreement with the Government of Saskatchewan. To December 31, 1997, the most
recent year end of the Fund, the Society received grant revenue of $22,939 from the Fund.

9. COMPARATIVE FIGURES

Certain of the prior year’s figures have been reclassified to conform to the current year’s
presentation.

5
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1. Introduction;

I would like to welcome all of the delegates to the 1998 Metis Nation Legislative

Assembly. Accordingly, this is my 1st report as the Secretary of the Metis Nation of Saskatchewan

to this Assembly and I want to thank all the people who have put their trust in me to carry out this

position. In the table of contents there are specific issues that need to be resolved so that we can

carry out the business of the nation in a productive and orderly fashion. Ultimately, through your

wisdom and guidance as leaders for your respective communities, I believe we will have a positive

discussion regarding the issue before us. Again, I thank the people of the Metis Nation for putting

their trust in me and if you have any questions regarding my report please do not hesitate to ask.
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2. Constitutional Requirements of the Metis Nation Constitution;

In the MNS constitution are requirements which ensure the system is orderly and efficient.
Accordingly, I bring these items to your attention as they are the laws enacted at the 1993 Metis
Nation Assembly by the people of the Metis Nation.

* REGIONS:

Article 5 - subsection 6: The regional councils shall enact a constitution which is not
inconsistent with this constitution and such regional constitutions shall be registered
with the head office. Presently, only one region has enacted a constitution and
registered it with the Metis Nation and that is Western Region 2. All of the other
regions have not carried through with this process.

- Recommendation;
MNLA mandate the regional councils to put together, enact and register the
subsequent constitution with the Metis Nation head office by the next Metis
Nation Annual General Assembly.

* LOCALS:

Article 7 subsection 5: The MNLA shall adopt rules pertaining to the admission &
dissolution of locals.

- Recommendation;
* MNLA establish a 12 person committee (1/region) to draft up rules pertaining to

Subsection 5 and bring back recommendations to the Assembly.

* SENATE, WOMEN, AND YOUTH;

Article 12 - subsection 1; The IVINLA shall make these items a priority, and shall involve
the senators, women and youth in the determination of their role & responsibilities within
the organization.

Recommendations;

* Establish committees for each sector to draft up clear roles & responsibilities.
- Bring back recommendations to the next MNLA for ratification.

* Establish that Metis Senators, Women and Youth shall have an affiliated
organization with the Metis Nation of Saskatchewan. If they have an established
organization, recognize they are affiliated with the Metis Nation.
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* AFfiLIATES:

Article 1(a) The MNLA, on behalf of the MNS, shall exercise all voting rights, powers
and duties of ownership in relation to the affiliates, based upon the
recommendations of the PMC.

Article 1(b) Where currently provided all affiliate articles & bylaws shall be amended at
the 1st reasonable opportunity to conform with this section.

Recommendations;

* Establish a PMC committee to review that all affiliate bylaws are conforming with
Article 14 subsection 1(b).

Lastly, I have some other concerns regarding the locals for example, the constitution states under
Article 7 subsection 8; Each local shall enact a constitution which is not inconsistent with
this constitution, including the establishment of portfolios, committees, or other bodies
required to address community and other issues, and such local constitutions shall be
registered with the regional and head office of the organization. To date only Locals have
registered a constitution with the MNS head office. In Appendix A I have outlined what I have
received from every local to date and in Appendix B I have included a draft Local constitution
which the locals can modify for their needs;

Recommendation;
* Every local must enact a constitution by the next sitting of the MNLA.

3. Metis Nation Card/Citizenship issues;

* Metis Nation Card:
Presently, we have a couple of issues we must address regarding the Card/Citizenship.

Firstly, the Metis Nation card has three signatures which are required to make it bona fide, a
Senator, the Secretary and the Local president. As this issue relates to the Senator, the person
presently signing on behalf of the Metis Nation Senate is not authorized under the MNS
constitution to do so.

According to the records I have unearthed, the Senate in 1993 moved to appoint Ms. Ritchie as
Senator after she was elected by Metis Women. Further to this, Senator John Boucher stated at
the 1997 Annual General Assembly(AGM) held at Batoche that “Speaking about Senator
Ritchie, I have to tell you, explain to what really happened. How she entered the Senate,
what happened was she was introduced to the Senate by the Metis Women, we accepted
her, all the Senate accepted her as a Senator, once you are a Senator you remain a Senator,
thank you.”
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There is no question that once a person is made a Senator according to the constitution you are
there for life.(Article 12- Subsection 3) However, according to the MNS constitution (Article
12 - Subsection 3), the Senators are appointed at AREA MEETINGS. If we use logic, there are
12 regions according to Article 5 subsection 1; and as a result we should only have 12 Senators.
According to the aforementioned Ivl1’JS Articles it is quite clear what the composition of the
Senate is 12.

However there are presently 13 Senators with Ms. Ritchie being the 13di Senator appointed by the
Senate. The constitution indicates that if the constitution is to be amended it requires three
quarters of the MNLA, and ratified by three quarters of the AGM.. The minutes of subsequent
MLA’s & AGM’s do not indicate that a constitutional amendment to add a 13th Senator has
occurred, nor has there been a constitutional amendment to give the Senate the power to appoint
Senators. Therefore, I would say for the record the Senate appointment of Nora Ritchie to the
Senate is contrary to the MNS constitution or in other words illegal ! The Senate does not have
the power to appoint Senators, only the regions do ! According to Senator Bouchers A.ffidavit in
Q.B. 3607 “the Senate is appointed for life to their positions as Senators by the members of their
regions.”(Appendix C) Ultimately, this Senator admits in his affidavit that Senators are appointed
by the regions.

Concluding this issue, I would ask the MNLA to replace Ms. Ritchies name with a bona fide
Senator in order for the cards to retain their legitimacy according to the MNS constitution. We all
make mistakes, and the Senate made one when they unknowingly appointed Ms. Ritchie to the
Senate without looking at the constitution and making sure they were in compliance with the said
document.

* Recommendation;
The MNLA should ask the Senate to submit the name of a bona fide Senator who
meets all of the requirements of the MNS constitution to sign the cards.

* 1’Ietis Citizenship issues;
At the first meeting of the PMC I tabled a report and a recommendation to suspend the

processing of new members in the locals. I recommended this for one and many reasons. Firstly,
the membership files were in a state of disarray ! We could not say for sure how many members
we had nor what local they belonged to. Secondly, we had many members who had duplicate
numbers and in some cases we had members who had as many as 4 IvINS citizenship numbers!
Doubtlessly, we had to rearrange the membership files to bring order to the chaos we were
encountering. The third reason for the suspension of new memberships relates to the membership
form. For example many of the locals and regions in the Metis Nation had different application
forms, and different means to carry out the processing of new members. No one was following
the Metis Citizenship Act which outlines all of these process. The result, some regions were
accepting members with no background information to prove their ancestry, while others were.
Having said all that, the PMC accepted my report and suggestion to suspend the processing of
new members.
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So what have we done since we suspended the membership ? Today we have a new database
which we have been entering the membership forms and creating a new registry complete with the
necessary information to ensure the legitimacy of the data. Ms. Cynthia Kay has been hired to
work in this area and she has entered over 12, 000 names on the database. This new database
allows us to cross reference MNS numbers that have been assigned to Metis individuals. This
system will ensure that no one member has 4 MNS numbers again. Also, it can be customized to
process and crunch data to help us put together presentations which we could use in negotiations
with the various levels of government over programs and services.

Lastly, we have developed a new membership form to ensure that it corresponds with the
information fields of the new database, the Metis Citizenship Act and the vlNS constitution. All in
all, we have been working hard to ensure that the membership files are legitimate and in order to
ensure the integrity of our data.

* Recommendations;
- MNS implement and use the new standardized form.
- Every local and region shall only use the standardized form.
- The numbers generated by the new database should be used as the new MNS

citizenship numbers.
- Hire an assistant registrar to help with the day to day operations of the registry

office.
- Negotiate with both levels of government to provide resources for the day to day

operations of the Registry office.
- Lift the suspension of the membership process.
- Purchase all Metis Scrip or Dominion Land Act microfiche and or reels which

will become part of the information used in the MNS registry office.

4. 1997 Metis Nation Legislative Assembly (MNLA) issues;

After each MNLA there are issues which need to be addressed. For example, the “Regional
Boundaries Act,” was passed at the 1997 MNLA and we need to place delegates on a committe
to carry out the work.

* Recommendation;
- Establish committee by electing delegates from the MNLA to spearhead the

work as it relates to the Regional Boundaries Commission.
- Committee will submit a report for the next MNLA replete with

recommendations.
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The other two Acts which were passed at the 1997 MNLA were the “Citizenship Act” and the
“Elections Act.” In the constitution there are sections which conflict with these aforementioned
Acts. For example, all of Article 8 should be repealed and the Elections act inserted in its stead.
The Citizenship Act also conflicts with the Constitution as Article 10 - Subsection 5, gives the
Senate the power to deal with membership issues. In the Citizenship Act there is an Appeal board
consisting of 3 Senators - 3 PMC members and the Registrar. At any rate, I bring these issues to
your attention so we may operationalize these Acts which have been passed by the 1997 MNLA
delegates.

* Recommendations;
- All MNS elections for the PMC shall be conducted according to the Metis

Elections Act which was enacted by the 1997 MNLA delegates.
- When an election date has been set, nominations close and until all

candidates are unofficially elected, the sole responsibility for conducting the
affairs and activities of the organization shall rest with a three person
committee who shall be selected from delegates of the MNLA.

- Repeal all of Article 7 - Elections.
- Elections for the PMC shall be every 4 years instead of 3.
- Repeal subsections 4(c), 4(d), 5, and 6 of Article 10 - Citizenship.
- All Metis Nation Citizenship matters shall be conducted according to the

Metis Nation Citizenship Act which was enacted by the 1997 MNLA
delegates.

5. OTHER ISSUES.

The other issues I bring to the floor of this Assembly are on and many. Firstly, I have been
working with individuals to try and set up a Metis Specific Archives. To date we have come up
with a name the “Howard Adams Metis Archives Inc.”The purpose of the Howard Metis Archives
exists to preserve and obtain historical documents in order that we may illuminate the history of
the Metis people. The Howard Metis Archives will aid Metis and Canadians alike in their quest to
understand the rich and vibrant Metis history. Furthermore, the archives will act as an educational
resource for Metis and Canadians who have the desire to delve into our vivacious and colorful
history. I bring this to your attention, as many of the historical documents which Metis have are
sitting in homes which otherwise could be part of a collection. Doubtlessly, their documents could
be used to help us understand how we as a nation have evolved. I ask the Assembly for their
support in our drive to find a home for the Archives and begin the task of preserving and
collecting our history in an institutional setting.
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Another issue which needs your attention relates to the documents which have accumulated over
the many years of the Association of Metis & Non Status Indians, Metis Society of Saskatchewan
and now in its present form the Metis Nation of Saskatchewan. In a storage room in the MNS
head office are over 100 boxes of information that needs to be catalogued. Also, every time an
new group of people take over the reins of the ivfl’4S the group going out retain all of the
documents forcing the new group to start from scratch. I think two things should happen, one the
MNLA should pass a resolution which prevents any or all documents from leaving the premises.
Secondly, all information should indexed and made available to the Metis public. However,
documents of a sensitive nature would be excluded in order to maintain the integrity of the
organization.

* Recommendations;
- Support the Howard Adams Metis Archives Inc.
- All documents procured in any term of the PMC shall be managed,

preserved with a central filing system where all documents shall be stored.
- All documents procured in any term of the PMC shall belong to the MNS.
- Pass an Access to Information Act to ensure Metis people have access to
documents of the MNS.

On the Metis Rights agenda I have met with students across the province over the issue of
Canada/Saskatchewan student loans. I’m looking for ways to involve the students which will
empower them. Accordingly, the organizing as it relates to this issue will continue and I hope in
1999 we will move this issue forward through the many processes at our disposal.

Finally, another issue I bring to your attention relates to a program initiated by Saskatchewan
Social Services in the 1960,s, “Adopt an Indian or Metis.”(AIM) Many Metis children were
forcibly taken from their homes and isolated into Non Aboriginal homes. These individuals are the
lost generation of Metis who are now trying to make their way home so they may begin the
journey of healing. As the Federal government has admitted they made mistakes in their Indian
Residential School program so to should the Provincial government admit they initiated a
program to assimilate our people and apologize for the damage they have done to Metis People.
This provincial program as in the Federal Indian Residential schools has had a devastating impact
on our nation and more importantly on the very individuals who were absconded by this program.

* Recommendations;
- Support the Metis education rights fund.
- Adopt or pass a resolution asking the Provincial government for an apology over
the failed AIM program. Further to this, ask the Province of Saskatchewan &
the Department of Social Services to provide resources to help heal Metis adults
who went through the AIM program. Lastly, ask the Department of Social
Services provide Metis Specific units in the various departments and ease
restrictions for Metis adults trying to obtain information about their past.
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6. CONCLUSION.
7—’

In the last ten months it has been an honor to work on behalf of Metis people. We have worked
hard and effected change to many sectors of the Metis Nation. For example, the registry office is
now in order, we have started compiling historical documents to verify the ancestry of Metis
citizens and we have a new data base which will alleviate many of the problems we faced in the
past. I’m proud to say that I have gone to any local that has invited me to their local meeting and I
encourage locals to send letters of invitation to the executive to come and meet the constituents
of your respective local. You voted us in, put us to work! On behalf of my family Kyra, Brady,
Breanna, and Julia I extend heartfelt greetings to everyone participating in this assembly and lets
make sure our journey to self government is guided by the prinicples of honesty, respect and
understanding.

Many Voices - One Metis Nation,

Robert G. Doucette
Provincial Secretary
Metis Nation of Saskatchewan

_____

0
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APPENDIX A

NORTHERN REGION 1

1. Camsell Portage:
- No constitution on file.
- No minutes on file.
- No membership list on file.

2. Jim Brady:
- No constitution on file.
- Sept 28/98, Doyle Vermette elected pres, minutes on file.
- Membership list on file.

3. Stanley Mission:
- No constitution on file.
- April 4’, 1991 minutes on file.
- February 18/1992 membership list on file.

4. Stoney Rapids:
- No constitution on file.
- No minutes on file.
- August 12/1997 membership list on file.

5. Timber Bay:
- No constitution on file.
- May 13th, 1998 minutes on file;

* Executive elected at this meeting.
* Jacob Lavallee new president

- Membership list on file, no addresses

6. Uranium City:
- No constitution on file.
- No minutes on file.
- No membership list on file.

7. Weyakwin:
- No constitution on file.
- June 232rd196 Sharon Natomagon elected pres, minutes on file.
- Membership list on file.



NORTHERN REGION 2

1. Bear Creek:
- No Constitution on file.
- No minutes on file.
- No membership list on file.

2. Black Point:
- No constitution on file.
- No minutes on file.

-•

- No membership list on file.

3. Buffalo Narrows:
- No constitution on file.
- February 21st11995 minutes on file.

* Executive elected at this meeting.
- No membership list on file.

4.Duscharme Lake:
- No constitution on file.
- No minutes on file.
- No membership list on file.

D Garson Lake:
- No constitution on file.
- No minutes on file.
- No membership list on file.

6. La Loche:
- No constitution on file.
- Oct 24th/98, Alex McCailum elected pres, minutes on file.
- No membership list on file.

7. Michel Village:
- No constitution on file.
- No minutes on file.
- No membership list on file.

8. St Georges Hill:
- No constitution on file.
- January 10th/i 990 minutes on file;

* Executive elected at this meeting.
-No membership list on file.



NORTHERN REGION 2

9.Turnor Lake:
- No constitution on file.
- No minutes on file.
- No membership list on file.
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NORTHERN REGION 3

1. Beauval:
- Constitution on file, adopted Nov 3, 1988.
- June 29th198 minutes on file.
- Membership list on file.

2. Canoe River:
- No constitution on Ele.
- No minutes on file.
* No membership list on file.

3. Cole Bay:
- No constitution on file.
- Oct 28/98 minutes on file, Ed Gardiner president;
- No membership list on file.

4. Dore/Sled Lake:
- No constitution on file.
- No minutes on file.
- No membership list on file.

5. lie a La Crosse:
- No constitution on file.
- January 9/1992 minutes on file.
- No membership list on file.

6. Green Lake:
- No constitution on file.
- No minutes on file.
- No membership list on file.

7. Jans Bay:
- No constitution on file.
- March 7/1997 minutes on file;

* Louis Morin elected President at this meeting.
- No membership list on file.

8. Patuanak:
- No constitution on file.
- No minutes on file.
- No membership list on file.



NORTHERN REGION 3

9. Pinehouse Local: (7N

- No constitution on file.
- Oct 4th/1989 minutes on file.
- No membership list on file.

10. Sapawgamik:
- No constitution on file.
- July 3 1/1992 minutes on file.
- Membership list on file, July 31,1992.

0
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WESTERN REGION 1

1. Brightsand:
- Constitution on file.
- Sept 28/98 minutes on file, Brian Laboucane elected president.
- Membership list on file.

2. Chitek Lake:
- No constitution on file.
- Oct 28/98 minutes on file, Doug Vadale elected president.
- No membership list on file.

3. Cochin:
- No constitution on file.
- No minutes on file.
- 1998 membership list on file.

4. Glaslyn:
- No constitution on file.
- Oct 26th/98 minutes on file.
- No membership list on file.

5. Rush Lake:
- Constitution on file.
- November 14th198 minutes on file, Michael Bell elected president
- Membership list on file.

6. Leoville Local:
- No constitution on file.
- January Sth/1992 minutes on file;

* Executive elected at this meeting.
- Membership list in file, however there are no addresses or phone # to correspond with

the names.

7. Livelong:
- No constitution on file.
- February 25th, 1996 minutes on file;

* Executive elected at this meeting.
- Membership list on file.



WESTERN REGION 1

8.Loon Lake/Makwa:
- Constitution on file.
- April 22, 1997 minutes on file.
- Membership list on file.

9. Meadow Lake:
- No constitution on file.
- January 14th, 1990 minutes on file.
- 1992 Membership list on file.

10. Midnight Lake:
- No constitution on file.
- Oct 27/98 minutes on file, Cofleen Delorme elected president.
- Membership list on file.

ii. Pierceland:
- No constitution on file.
- January 31st, 1996 minutes on file.
- Membership list on file.

12. Spiritwood:
- No constitution on file.
- July 2nd/98 minutes on file, Margaret Lavoie elected president
- No membership list on file.
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WESTERN REGION 1A

1. Battleford:
- No constitution on file.
- May 10, 1998 minutes on file;

* Executive elected at this meeting.
* President is Jackie Flammond. -

- Membership list on file.

2. Border City:
- Constitution on file.
- Nov 9/97 minutes on file.
- Membership list on file.

3. Delmas:
- No constitution on file.
- Decl/1 997 minutes on file;

* Minutes do not indicate who was present.
* No minutes on file to indicate how president/executive were elected.
* Present president does not live in Delmas/area. His current address is 11371

Clark Dr. North Battleford, S9A-2A7. In violation of residency clause MNS
constitution.

- 1998 Membership list on file, no addresses to indicate were these people reside.

4. Frenchman Butte:
- No Constitution on file.
- No minutes on file.
- Membership list on file.

5. Hamlin:
- No constitution on file.
- No minutes on file.

* Current president lives in N. Battleford. In violation of MNS constitution.
* President not on the membership list.

- Membership list on file, no addresses.

6. Lloydminister:
- No constitution on file.
- No minutes on file.
- 1991 membership list on file. No addresses of individuals to indicate were they reside.



WESTERN REGION 1A
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7. Maidstone:
- No constitution on file.
- Jan 17, 1998 minutes on file;

* Minutes indicate Lloyd Bullock was elected president.
- No membership list on file.

8. Marshall:
- No constitution on file. -

- June 6th198 minutes on file, Marie Delaire elected president.
* President not on membership list.
* Address of president not verified, were does she live?

- Incomplete membership list on file.

9. Mayfair:
- No constitution on file.
- January 12th/98 minutes on file, Pam Ruda elected president.

* President’s address indicates she lives in N. Battleford. In violation of MNS
constitution.

- Incomplete membership list on file.

10. Maymont:
- No constitution on file.
- April 11/98 minutes on file, Ralph Kennedy elected president.

* Mr. Kennedy not on the membership list, were does he reside?
- No membership list on file.

11. North Battleford:
- No constitution on file.
- May 11/98 minutes on file, Billy Kennedy elected president.
- Membership list on file.

12.Payton;
- No constitution on file.
- Feb 2, 1992 minutes on file.
- Membership list on file.

13. Wilkie:
- No constitution on file.
- No minutes on file.
- No membership list on file.

* President does not reside in Wilkie, but resides in Cando which is part of
Western Region 2A. In violation of MNS constitution.

c.



WESTERN REGION 2

1. Batoche:
- No constitution on file.
- No minutes on file.
- No membership list on file.

2.BigRiver:
- No constitution on file.
- No minutes on file.
- No membership list on file.

3. Christopher Lake:
- Constitution on file.
- Minutes on file.
- Membership list on file.

4. Crutwell:
- No constitution on file.
- June 28/98 minutes on file.
- No membership list on file.

5. Debden:
- No Constitution on file.
- August 23/98 minutes on file, Lucille Scott elected president.
- Membership list on file.

6. Duck Lake:
- Constitution on file.
- Jan 20/1997 minutes on file.
- Membership list on file.

7.Kelsey Trail:
- No constitution on file.
- March 27/1997 minutes on file.
- Membership list on file, no addresses.

8. Kinistino:
- No constitution on file.
- June 22/1998 minutes on file.

* Executive elected at this meeting.
- Membership list on file, no addresses.



WESTERN REGION 2

9. Leask:
- Constitution on file.
- Oct 3rd198 minutes on file, Pat Letendre elected president.
- Membership list on file.

10. Lily Plain:
- No constitution on file.
- June 7/1996 minutes on file.
- 1996 Membership list on file.

11. Macdowall:
- Constitution on file.
- June 13, 1995 minutes on file.
- Membership list on file.

12. Marcelin:
- No constitution on file.
- No minutes on file.
- No membership list on file.

13. P.A. #7:
- Constitution on file.
- April 22, 1998 minutes on file.

* Executive elected at this meeting.
- Membership list on file.

14. P.A. #109:
- No constitution on file.
- June 29/1998 minutes on file.

* Executive elected at this meeting.
- Membership list on file.

15. P.A. #269:
- Constitution on file.
- April 27/1998 minutes on file.

*Executive elected at this meeting.
- Membership list on file.



WESTERN REGION 2

[6. ShellbrockJCanwood:
Constitution on file.

- April 5, 1998 minutes on file.
* Executive elected at this meeting.

- Membership list on file.

17.ShelI Lake:
- Constitution on file.
- MarchJl998 minutes on file.
- Membership list on file.

18. St Louis:
- Constitution on file.
- April 23/1997 minutes on file.

* Executive elected at this meeting.
-Membership list on file.

19. Victoire:
- No constitution on file.
- No minutes on file.
- No membership list on file.



WESTERN REGION 2A

1. Biggar:
- No constitution on file.
- No minutes on file.
- No membership list on file.

2. Cando:
- No constitution on file.
- AugustIl99l minutes on file.

* Executive elected at this meeting.
* President lives in N. Battleford, in violation of constitution.

- Membership list on file, no addresses.

3. Darcy/Fiske:
- No constitution on file.

V

- No minutes on file.
- No membership list on file.

4. Delisle:
- No constitution on file.
- January 18/98 minutes on file, Ken Nelson elected president
- Membership list on file.

%/ 5. Kindersley:
a) Vi BesplugfPresident

* Appointed by Senate
* No constitution on file.
* No minutes on file.
* No membership list on file.

b) Evelyn Slawson,President
* Elected by members of Kindersley as per the Senate/MNLA decision at the

Nov/1997 MNLA.
* Constitution on file.
* Minutes on file.
* Membership list on file.

6. Langham:
- Constitution on file.
- February 15/98 minutes on file;

* President lives in Saskatoon not in Langham/area. In violation of the
constitution.

- Membership list on file.



WESTERN REGION 2A

7. Outlook:
- No constitution on file.
- August 14, 1991 minutes on file.
- 1991 Membership list on file, no addresses.

8. Plato/Bickleigh:
- No constitution on file.
- No minutes on file.
- 1996 membership list on file, no addresses to indicate were people reside.

9. Ruthilda:
- Constitution on file.
- Jan/i 99S minutes on file.
- Membership list on file.

1O.Saskatoon #11:
- Constitution on file.
- No minutes on file;

* Letter indicates October 8th day of election, therefore Mr. Henry
Cummings 3 year term is over. In violation of MNS constitution.

- Membership list on file, no addresses.

11. Saskatoon hA:
- Constitution.
- Minutes on file.
- Membership list on file.

12. Saskatoon #126:
- No constitution on file.
- March 3/1 997 minutes on file;

* Executive elected at this meeting.
- Membership list on file.

13. Saskatoon#165:
- Constitution on file.
- June 6/1998 minutes on file.
- Membership list on file.



WESTERN REGION2A

14. Scott:
*My1e Locheed/President;

- Appointed by the Senate
- No constitution.
- March 19/1996 minutes which indicate she lives in Wilkie which is situated in
Western Region 1A. President is in violation of constitution.

- Membership list indicates majority of members live in WRIA.

* Coreen Long/President;
- Bill C-3 1, has resigned, May Anne Whitford a Metis is the president. Coreen ran

for president based on the advice by Lorna Docken the past Secretary of MNS.
- Constitution on file.
- Nov 13, 1996 minutes on file;

* Executive elected at this meeting.
- Membership list on file, no addresses.

15. WillowfieldfBaljennie:
- Constitution on file.
- 1997 minutes on file.
- Membership list on file.



WESTERN REGION 3

1. Assiniboia:
- Constitution on file.
- Sept 27/1997 minutes on file;

* Executive elected at this meeting.
- Membership list on file.

2. Maple Creek:
- Constitution.
- Jan 16/1996 minutes on file;

* Executive elected at this meeting.
- Membership list on file.

3. Moose Jaw:
- Constitution on file.
- June 14/98 minutes on file, Gary Blondeau president.
- No membership list on file.

4.Regina #33:
- Constitution on file.
- June 20, 1997 minutes on file.
- Membership list on file.

5. Regina #175:
- No constitution on file.
- February 26, 1996 minutes on file;

* Executive elected at this meeting however, there is no sign sheet to indicate who
attended this meeting.

- No membership list on file.
- According to Loma Docken memo, local was dissolved.

6. Regina Beach:
- Constitution on file.
- June 7, 1998 minutes on file.

* Executive elected at this meeting.
- Membership list on file.

7. Swift Current;
- Constitution on file.
- March 2/1998 minutes on file.
- Membership list on file.



WESTERN REGION 3

8. Willowbunch: (
- Constitution on file.
- Sept/96 minutes on file;

* Executive elected at this meeting.
- Membership list on file.

9. Wood Mountain:
- No constitution on file.
- No minutes on file.
- Membership list on file, no addresses.



EASTERN REGION 1

1. Cumberland House:
- No constitution on file.
- May 2, 1993 minutes on file.
- Membership list on file.

2. Beaver lake! Creighton/Denare Beach:
- No constitution on file.

A

- No minutes on file.
- No membership list on file.

3. Sandy Bay:
- No constitution on file.

- Nov 9/98 minutes on file, Nicole Stewart elected president.
- Membership list on file.



EASTERN REGION 2

1 .Archerwill:
- No constitution on file.
- June 19197 minutes on file.
- Membership list on file.

2. Bjorkdale:
- No constitution on file.
- July 6/98 minutes on file.
- Membership list on file.

3. Carragana:
- No constitution on file.
- No minutes on file.
- No membership list on file.

4. Carrot River:
- No constitution on file.
- May 20/97 minutes on file.
- Membership list on file.

5. Chelan:
- No constitution on file.
- No minutes on file.
- Membership list on file.

6. Hudson Bay:
- No constitution on file.
- No minutes on file;

* Letter indicates Mr. Munro has resigned and Colleen Buchannon has assumed
presidency.

- Membership list on file.

7. Kelvington:
- No constitution on file.
- No minutes on file.
- Membership list on file.

S. Langenburg:
- No Constitution on file.
- No minutes on file.
- No membership list on file.



EASTERN REGION 2

0
9.Melfort:

- No constitution on file.
- Nov 9th/98 minutes on file, Marshall St. Denis elected president.
- Membership list on file.

1O.Nipawin:
- No constitution on file.
- March 11, 1998 minutes on file;

*Executive elected at this meeting.
- Membership list on file.

11.Sturgis:
- No constitution on file.
- August 4th198 minutes on file.
- Membership list on file.

12. Tisdale:
- No Constitution on file.
- No minutes on file.
- Membership list on file.

‘——I

13. Weekes:
- No constitution on file.
- No minutes on file.
- Membership list on file.

14. White FoxlLove:
- No constitution on file.
- May 23/98 minutes on file.
- Membership list on file.

15. Wynyard:
- No constitution onn file.
- February 17/1998 minutes on file;

* executive elected at this meeting.
- Membership list on file.

0



EASTERN REGION 2A

1. Crescent Lake: Competing presidents:
* John Lafontaine elected on Oct 11/98, minutes on file + the membership list.
* George Martineau appointed by the area director, Myles Pelletier.

2. Esterhazy:
- No Constitution Ofl file.
- No minutes on file.
- No membership list on file.

3. Gerald: Competing presidents;
* Leo Martin Sr. elected Sept 29/98 minutes on file.
* Mervin Pelletier appointed by the Senate, no minutes - no membership list.

4. Kamsack:
- No constitution on file.
- No minutes on file.
- No membership list on file.

5. Marchweil:
- No constitution on file.
- March 15/98 minutes on file.
- Membership list on file.

6. Melville:
- No Constitution on file.
- March 16, 1994 minutes on file;

* Executive elected at this meeting.
- No membership list on file.

7. Spy Hill:
- No constitution on file.
- No minutes on file.
- No membership list on file.

8. Togo:
- No constitution on file.
- No minutes on file.
- Membership list on file.



EASTERN REGION 2A

9. Willowbrook:
(‘_“

- No constitution on file.
- No minutes on file.
- No membership list on file.

10. Yorkton: Competing presidents;
* Peter Thurn elected president, Sept 29/98, minutes on file.
* Eugene Fleury appointed by the Senate.

C)
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EASTERN REGION 3

1. Abernathy:
- No constitution on file.
- No minutes on file.
- No membership list on file.

2. Balcarres:
- Constitution on file.
- Dec 15, 1993 minutes on file.
- Membership list on file.

3. Estevan:
- No constitution on file.
- No minutes on file.
- Membership list on file.

4. Fort Qu’Appelle:
- No constitution on file.
- August 14, 1997 minutes on file;

* Executive elected at this meeting.
- Membership list on file.

C)
- No constitution on file.
- No minutes on file.
- Membership list on file, no addresses.

6. Lebret:
- No Constitution on file.
- No minutes on file.
- No membership list on file.

7. Lestock:
- No constitution on file.
- Sept 25/97 minutes on file.
- Membership list on file.

8. Moosimin:
- No constitution on file.
- Feb 21/98 minutes on file.
- Membership list on file.



EASTERN REGION 3

9. Qu’Appelle:
- No constitution on file.
- No minutes on file.
- Membership list on file, no addresses.

10. Rocanville:
- Constitution on file.
- March 18, 1998 minutes on file;

* executive elected at this meeting.
* Dave Bodvarson elected president.

- Membership list on file.

11. Sintaluta:
- No constitution on file.
- No minutes on file.
- No membership list on file.

12. Weyburn:
- No constitution on file.
- April 12/98 minutes on file, Gary Bedore elected president.
- Membership list on file.



APPENDIX B

CONSTITUTION OF THE METIS NATION OF SASKATCHEWAN
LOCAL

The Metis Nation and People are a distinct SOCIETY within the Aboriginal Peoples of Canada. The
Metis are distinct from the Indians and Inuit and are the descendants of the historic Metis who evelved in
what is now Western Canada and part of the northern United States, as a People with a common political
will and consciousness.

Having experienced physical and political conflict and dispossession in the late 1800’s, we are still
engaged in a continuing struggle to rebuild our social base and revive our cultural heritage and pride. As
such, we are striving for the political, legal and constitutional recognition and guarantees of the rights of
our People, including the right to land and resource base, self-government and self-government
institutions. In order to achieve objectives we are hereby re-establishing a strong and revitalized
organization within the province of Saskatchewan, which must involve all sectors within our Society.

While pursuing these objectives within Saskatchewan, we are also committed to co-operating with the
members of the Metis Nation in the rest of the Metis Homeland in order to develop a National Forum to
represent our collective interests at the national and international levels.

ARTICLE 1: NAME OF ORGANIZATION

1. The organization shall be known as the “Metis Nation of Saskatchewan, Local #“

ARTICLE 2: LOCAL

1. The Local shall be the basic unit in the community.

2. The Local shall be made up of at least nine members.

3. Any Metis who is sixteen years of age or over may apply for membership to the Local. Upon
being granted membership the member shall be entitled to vote or seek office.

4. The Local shall enact a Constitution, including the establishment of committees or other bodies
required to address the community and any other issues, and such Local Constitutions shall be
registered with the Regional and Head Office of the Organization.

5. The Local shall provide yearly up-dates of their membership to the Regional and Head Office
separating those members who are under sixteen years of age, from those sixteen and over.

6. The Local shall be responsible to prepare the Community for the assumption of Metis self
government.

7. The Local may incorporate with appropriate government department.

8. The Local may seek the necessary finances and resources to carry out their programs, services
and objectives, and where so required the Provincial Metis Council of the Metis Nation
Legislative Assembly.

ARTICLE 3: EXECUTIVE:



ARTICLE 3: EXECUTIVE:

1. There shall be four (4) Executive members elected from the Metis Nation of Saskatchewan,
Local.

2. The Executive shall be composed of the President and the Secretary/Treasurer/Vice President.

3. The term of office for the Executive shall be three (3) years.

4. a) The President of the Local shall be the head of the Executive, and chief political spokesperson
for the organization.

b) The President shall recommend committees, subject to the approval of the Board of directors.

5. The Executive of the Local shall meet at least once a year but preferably once every month and
that three (3) members shall constitute a quorum.

6. The Executive shall provide written reports to the Metis Nation Head Office when required.

7. Where a vacancy is created for any reason, including death or resignation, the Local members
may appoint an acting interim Executive member to serve until a by-election has been held and
the vacancy filled.

8. An Executive member shall cease to be on the board if the member is:
DECEASED
HAS submitted a written resignation ( )
HAS their MNS membership SUSPENDED, TERMINATED OR DENIED
IS found to be in conflict of interest

ARTICLE 4: BOARD MEMBERS/BOARD OF DIRECTORS

1. There shall be seven elected Board Members/Board of Directors.

2. They shall help provide direction to this Organization.

3. The term of office for a Board Member shall be three (3) years.

4. Where a vacancy is created for any reason, including death or resignation, the Local members
may appoint an acting interim Board Member to serve until a by-election has been held and the
vacancy filled.

5. A Board Member shall cease to be on the Board if the member is:
DECEASED
HAS submitted a written resignation
HAS their MNS membership SUSPENDED, TERMiNATED OR DENIED
IS found to be in conflict of interest

(.
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6. All decisions made by the Board must be made in the form of a motion. A motion shall follow
the procedure of a mover and a seconder with a motion being carried when a majority of Board
Members present vote in favour of the motion.

7. The Board Members of the Local shall meet at least once a year but preferably every other month
and that three (3) members shall constitute a quorum.

ARTICLE 5: RECORDING OF MINUTES

1. Minutes shall be recorded at each meeting. This includes Local General Assembly meetings and
Board meetings.

a) A copy of the minutes or AGM shall be sent to the Head Office.

ARTICLE 6: QUORUM

1. A quorum shall be constituted by a minimum attendance of nine (9) Local members at a General
Assembly or three (3) Board Members at a board meeting.

ARTICLE 7: ELECTIONS

1. Any member who is sixteen years of age or older may vote or seek elected office within the
Metis Nation of Saskatchewan.

2. Elections for the Executive shall be held at least every three (3) years.

3. Elections may be by ballot box or conducted at a General Assembly of the Local membership.

4. Elections shall follow the Local Constitution as set out by the Local Membership, following all
the necessary regulations and guidelines.

ARTICLE 8: MEMBERSHIP

1. ‘Metis’ means an Aboriginal person who seif-indentifies as Metis, who is distinct from Indian
and Inuit, and:

(i) is a descendant of those Metis who received or were entitled to receive land grants and/or
Scrip under the provision of the Manitoba Act, 1870 or the Dominion Lands Act, as enacted
from time to time;

(ii) a person of Aboriginal descent who is accepted by the Metis Nation and/or Metis Community

2. Any Metis who is a member of duly registered Local is a member of the Metis Nation of
Saskatchewan.

3. a) A member shall belong to one (1) Local.



b) A person shall reside in the Local for at least six months before he/she is eligible for
membership in that Local. The Locals may make exceptions for educational and medical
purposes.

4. Members shall be issued a membership card.
a) This card shall provide life-time membership in the organization
b) Membership cards shall be numbered and a register maintained by the Senate in the Head
Office. Replacement cards shall retain the original number.
c) Membership cards shall be issued by the President or Secretary of a duly registered Local
upon completion of the application form.

5. A member shall cease to be a member if the member is:
DECEASED
HAS submitted a written resignation to the Local and to the MNS office
HAS their MNS membership SUSPENDED, TERMiNATED OR DENIED

6. Where there is a dispute as to membership, a ruling shall be made by the Senate, with a final
right of appeal to the Metis Nation Legislative Assembly, the decision of which shall be final and
binding.

ARTICLE 9: FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATION

1. Financial records are the responsibility of the Executive (president and secretary/treasurer) to
maintain proper and complete fmancial records.

2. All such records must be maintained and conducted, as may be, in accordance with generally
accepted Accounting Principles.

3. Monthly statements of revenues and expenditures will be prepared by the Executive as required.

4. Record keeping must include the general ledger account, inventory of equipment and supplies,
individual employee files, accounts payable, accounts receivable, contracts and ftnding
agreements.

5. All cheques require two (2) designated signatories, one being the President and the other the
Treasurer.

6. All accounts payable and receivable will be looked after by the Treasurer.

ARTICLE 10: CONFLICT OF INTEREST

A conflict of interest occurs when any Executive or Board member is involved in formulating,
recommending or approving a request involving financial compensation for a member where such
applicant is:
1) The Executive or Board member
2) An immediate family member
3) A close personal friend or associate.



In such a case, the individual will be required to:
1) Reveal his/her interest in or connection to the applicant(s)
2) Refrain from participating in discussions of the application other than to provide, on request

factual information, and
3) Will excuse himself7herself from the decision making process.

ARTICLE 11: ELDERS, WOMEN AND YOUTH

1. The Local shall make these items a priority, and shall involve the Elders, Women and Youth in
the determination of their role and responsibilities with the Organization.

ARTICLE 12: METIS INDEPENDENCE

1. Whereas the Metis as seeking self-government as a third order of government within Canada, the
organization shall be non-sectarian and non-partisan.

2. The loyalty of the members of the Metis Local must be to the Metis People and Nation, and shall
swear an Oath of Allegiance prior to taking office.

3. The leadership shall be responsible and accountable to the Local and the Communities as
reflected by the Metis Nation Legislative Assembly, which is the Supreme Body for the Metis
Nation of Saskatchewan.

4. Members of the Organization are not precluded from joining political parties of the two other
orders of government, being the federal and provincial levels of government.

ARTICLE 13: AMENDING FORMULA

1. The Constitution shall only be amended by the majority of three-quarters of the members of the
Metis Local at a General Assembly.

ARTICLE 14: IMPLEMENTATION

1. The Constitution shall take effect upon its adoption by the Local General Assembly subject to
amendments validly passed by three-quarters of the Assembly present, and the conclusion of a
General Assembly. Upon the happening of these two conditions all previous By-laws of the
Organization are repealed and this Constitution shall constitute the sole Constitution, until
otherwise determined by the Organization.



The Metis Nation of Saskatchewan
Elections Act,

1997

Metis Legislative Assembly, Nov 14-15-16, 1997.



Part 1. Short Title and Interpretation

1. This Act may be cited as The Metis Nation of Saskatchewan Elections Act, 1997.
\

2(1) In this Act:

(a) Athance PolI’ means a poll taken in advance of polling day;
(b) BalloC’ means the portion of a ballot paper that is to be marked by a

voter, detached from the counterfoil and deposited in the ballot boL
(c) Beverage Alcohol means beverage alcohol as defined in the Alcohol &

Gaming Regulation Act.
(d) BusinessNanager” means a business manager that a candidate or

potential candidate is required by this act to appoint.
(e) By election” means an election held in a region on a date on which there

is no Metis Nation of Saskatchewan General Election.
(0 Candidate” means any individual who is nominated as a candidate at an

election.
(g) “Candidates representative” means an individual who is appointed by a

candidate to be a candidates representative.
(h) “Chief Electoral Officer” means the appointed chief electoral officer.
(i) Region” means regions as determined in the Metis Nation of

Saskatchewan Constitution, 1993.
(j) “Corrupt practice” means any act or omission that is declared by this Act

or any other act to be corrupt practice and includes any act or omission
that is recognized by a Metis Legislative Assembly decree, law or custom
to be a corrupt practice.

(k) “Declined ballot” means a ballot declined pursuant to?
(I) “During an election” means the period commencing the day the writ is

issued for an election and ending on polling day for the election. 0(in) “Election” means an election of a member of the Provincial Metis
Council.

(n) “Election Officer” means includes a returning officer, supervisory deputy
returning officer, deputy returning officer, election clerk or poii clerk
appointed for an election.

(o) Election proclamation”, means the election proclamation issued by the
Chief Electoral Officer.

(p) “Final Count” means a final Count made by the Chief Electoral Officer.
(q) “General Election” means an election that is held with respect to each

reion on the same day.
(r) “Member” means a member of the Metis legislative Assembly.
(s) Minister” means the member of the Metis Legislative Assembly to whom

for the time being the administration of this act is assigned.
(t) “Nomination day” means the day fixed for the nomination of candidates.
(u) “Poll Book” means a record containing the names of persons who have

received ballot papers or who have applied for ballot papers at an
election.

(v) ‘Polling day” means the day for taking votes of voters.
(ii) “Polling division” means a portion of the region in which the votes of

voters are taken.
2(1) (x) “Potential candidate” means an individual who, before he or she is

nominated is declared by the individual or others to be a person who
intends to become a candidate.

(y) “Rejected ballot” means a ballot rejected.
(z) “Returning Officer” means a returning officer appointed for a region.



2(1) (an) Spoiled ballot” means a ballot that on polling day or any other voting
da has not been deposited in the ballot box but has been:

(1) found by the deputy returning officer to be soiled or improperly
printed

(ii) handed by the deputy returning officer to a voter to cast his or her
vote, spoiled in marking by the voter and handed back to the
deputy returning officer and exchanged for another ballot paper

(bb) Supervisory deputy returning officer” means a supervisory deputy
returning officer.

(cc) “Voter” means an individual who is entitled to vote during an election.
(dd) Voter data” means any information respecting a voter that is reasonably

required for the purposes of preparing a voter’s list, including the
following information respecting each voter;

(1) Name;
(ii) Birthdate;
(lii) MaiLing address and residential location;
(iv) Sex;
(v) Occupation;
(vi) Date of commencement of ordinary residence.
(vil) Date of termination of oadinary residence.

(ee) ‘Voter’s declaration” means a voter’s declaration made or required to
be made.

(if) Yoter’s list” means a preliminary voters list alphabetically ordered
according to surnames.

(gg) “Voting Station” means a compartment, room, screen or other place or
means supplied or used to facilitate the secrecy of voting at a polling
place.

2(2) If an election officer is required by this act to state an occupation on a voters
list, the election officer shall use the commonly employed description of that
occupation.

Part 2. ELECTION OFFICERS

3(1) None of thc following pcrsons arc digiblc to be appointcd as an clcction officer.

(a) A member of the Provincial Metis Council.
(b) A member of thc Metis Nation Senate.
(c) A mcmbcr of the Metis Legislative Assembly.
(d) The Chief Electoral Officer.
(c) A candidate at thc clection, Business Manager of a candidate or a

candidates representative.
(I) A person who has been found guilty by a competent tribunal of a corrupt

practice or who has been convicted by a competent tribunal of any offence
against this act or any previous Election Act.

(g) A person convicted of an indictable offence within thc five years
preceding the date of thc issue of the election proclamation.

(h) A person who is incligible to vote pursuant to this act.
(I) No person mentioned in subsection (1) shall act as an election officer.
(j) A contravention of this section does not affect the validity of the election.



4(1) The Metis Legislati’e Assembly shall appoint a member of the Metis Nation of
Saskatchewan as the Chief Electoral Officer.

(2) The Chief Electoral Officer holds office at the pleasure of the Metis Legislatie
Assembly.

5(1) The Chief Electoral Officer is responsible for administering the Act, including;
(a) guiding & supervising election officers with respect to the conduct of all

elections;
(b) ensuring that election officers act fairly and impartially in the conduct of

their duties and that they comply with this Act;
(c) issuing to election officers any information & guidance the chief electoral

officer considers necessary to ensure the effective carrying out of the
provisions of this Act;

(d) preparing, printing & distributing forms for use pursuant to this Act;
(e) issuing & distributing financial & administrative guidelines to candidates

& their business managers, chief official agents and auditors, and; —

(I) performing any other duties assigned by this or any other Act;

5(2) if in the opinion of the Chief Electoral Officer, there is no adequate provision
made by this Act to resolve the situation, the Chief Electoral Officer may;

(a) suspend or remove from office any election officer for disability,
misconduct, or neglect of duty; and

(b) If a chief electoral officer suspends of removes an election officer pursuant
to clause (a):

(i) demand that the election officer deliver all election materials in the
election officer’s possession to the chief electoral officer or to any
other person designated by the chief electoral officer.

(ii) notwithstanding any other provision of this Act, appoint on a
(temporary basis an individual to hold the office of the suspended or removed election

officer until a permanent appointment can be made in accordance with this Act.

(3) The chief electoral officer may attend at any polling place and consult with any
deputy returning officer and any poll clerk.

(4) The chief electoral officer shall send to each returning officer a sufficient
number of copies of this Act, election forms, materials and supplies to enable
the returning officer to carry Out his or her duties.

6. The chief electoral officer shall prescribe a seal to be used for locking the ballot
boies.

7(1) The Metis Legislative Assembly shall appoint a Metis Nation of Saskatchewan
member as the assistant chief electoral officer.

(2) The assistant chief electoral officer holds office at the pleasure of the Metis
Legislative Assembly.

(3) The chief electoral officer may delegate any of the chief electoral officer’s
responsibilities & pow ers to the assistant chief electoral officer.

3.



7(4) When delegating responsibilities or powers to the assistant chief electoral
officer, the chief electoral officer may impose any limitations or conditions on
the performance of responsibilities or the exercise of powers that the chief
electoral officer considers appropriate.

(5) The assistant chief electoral officer shall perform his or her responsibilities &
eiercise his or her powers subject to the direction of the chief electoral officer.

(6) If the chief electoral officer is absent or unable to perform his or her
responsibilities for any reason or if the office of the chief electoral officer is
vacant, the assistant chief electoral officer shall perform the responsibilities &
may exercise the poi ers of the chief electoral officer pursuant to this Act.

8(1) The Regional Council may appoint a Metis citizen residing in that region as the
returning officer.

(2) The chief electoral officer shall immediately notify in writing an individual who
has been appointed a returning officer of his or her appointment.

(3) As soon as a possible after being notified of his or her appointment, a returning
officer shall take an oath or make a declaration and shall forward the oath or

declaration to the chief electoral officer.

(4) If the returning officer dies, is absent or is unable or unwilling to perform his or
her responsibilities, the Regional Council may cancel that returning officers
appointment and appoint another voter residing in the region as the returning
officer.

(5) A returning officer may admiithter any oaths or declarations that are required
by this Act or the regulations to be administered during an election.

(6) If a returning officer wishes to resign or is unable to perform his or her
responsibilities the returning officer shall forward a written notice to the chief
electoral officer in writing.

9(1) A returning officer shall appoint a deputy returning officer for each polling
place in the region.

(2) A returning officer shall appoint as a deputy returning officer a Metis Resident
of the region;

(1) is in the opinion of the returning officer, competent & reliable;
(ii) resident of the region;
(ill) willing to act as a deputy returning officer; and
(iv) not ineligible pursuant to section 3.

(3) A returning officer shall appoint deputy returning officers as soon as possible
after the election proclamation.

(4) The appointment as a deputy returning officer terminates on the completion of
the deputy returning officer’s responsibilities for the election for which the
deputy returning officer is appointed..

q



9(5) if a deputy returning officer dies, is absent or is unable or unwilling to perform
his or her responsibilities, the returning officer shall appoint another resident of
the region as the deputy returning officer.

9(6) A deputy returning officer may administer any oaths or declarations that are
required by this Act ot the regulations to be administered during an election,
other than the oaths or declarations that a returning officer is required to
administer.

10(1) Every returning officer and deputy returning officer may do anything that he
or she considers necessary to preserve the peace and maintain order at a
polling place during an election.

(2) For the purpose of preserving peace and maintaining order during an election,
a returning officer and deputy returning officer may request the assistance of
any Police Officer.

11(1) A deputy returning officer shall appoint a poll clerk for the polling place for
which the deputy returning officer was appointed.

(2) Subject to the written approval of the returning officer, a deputy returning
officer may appoint an additional poll clerk for the polling place.

(3) A deputy returning officer shall appoint as a poll clerk a voter ho is:
(a) is in the opinion of the deputy returning officer competent & reliable;
(b) resident in the community for which the poll is established;
(C) willing to act as the poll clerk; and
(d) not ineligible pursuant to section 3.

(4) A deputy returning officer shall appoint a poll clerk before the polling day and,
unless the appointment is made before a election proclamation, as soon as
possible after the election proclamation. L

(5) An appointment as a poll clerk is to made in the prescribed form.

(6) An appointment as a poll clerk terminates on the completion of the poii clerk’s
responsibilities for the election for which the poll clerk is appointed.

(7) On his or her appointment, every poll clerk shall take an oath or make a
declaration in the prescribed form.

(8) 11 a poll clerk dies, is absent or is unable or unwilling to perform his or her
responsibilities, the deputy returning officer shall appoint another Metis
resident of that region.

(9) If the deputy returning officer dies, is absent or is unable or unwilling to
perform his or her duties or if the office of the deputy returning officer is
vacant, and the returning officer has not appointed another deputy returning
officer, the poll clerk shall perform the responsibilities and may eiercise the
powers of the deputy returning officer, including the power to appoint a poll
clerk.

5.



11(10) A poll clerk may administer any oaths or declarations that are required by this
Act or the regulations to be administered during an election, other than the
oaths or declarations that a returning officer is required to administer

(11) The folloing indiiduals shall take the oath of secrecy in the prescribed form
or make the declaration of secrecy in the prescribed form before performing
their responsibilities or entering any polling place:

(a) every supervisory deputy returning officer;
(b) every deputy returning officer;
(c) eery poll clerk;
(d) every candidate’s representative;
(e) every individual other than the ones described in clauses (a) to (d), who

is authorized to be at a polling place or at the counting of the votes.

(12) Every election officer is entitled to remuneration for his or her services and
reimbursement for his or her expenses at the prescribed rate.

PART THREE. ENTITLEMENT TO VOTE.

13(1) An individual is entitled to vote during an election if he or she:
(a) meets Article 8 Elections : subsection (1), and Article 10, Membership

subsections 1(a) * 1(b) of the Metis Nation of Saskatchewan constitution.
(b) on polling day is at least 16 years old.
(c) on the day the election proclamation was issued;

(1) has ordinarily resided in Saskatchewan for at least six months
immediately preceding that day.

(ii) is a resident in the region in which he or she seeks to vote.

(2) An individual who is entitled to vote in an election is also entitled to be
registered on a voter’s list as a voter.

(3) An individual is entitled to be registered only on a voters list for the polling
place in which he or she ordinarily resided on the day which the election
proclamation was issued.

13(4) The following individuals are not entitled to vote during an Election:
(a) a person who is ineligible to vote pursuant to this Act or any previous

Elections Act because of a conviction within the previous five years
for engaging in corrupt practices.

(b) a person who, on polling day, is in a correctional facility or prison.
(c) the Chief Electoral Officer, or the Assistant Chief Electoral officer.

14(1) The following rules are to be used to determine the ordinary residence for the
purposes of this Act;

(2) The place where an individual is or was ordinarily a resident at any material
time is to be determined by reference to all the facts of the case.

(3) An individual’s ordinary residence is in place in which the individual has his or
her established habitation and to which he or she intends to return.
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14(4) An indi idual does not lose his or her ordinary residence by reason of
temporary absence from his or her established habitation.

(5) No individual, while he or she remains in Saskatchewan, is deemed to have lost
his or her ordinary residence until be or she acquires another.

(6) If an individual moves to a place outside of Saskatchewan with the intention of
remaining outside of Saskatchewan for at least 6 months the individual loses
his or her ordinary residence in Saskatchean, notwithstanding that he or she
entertains the intention of returning at some future time.

(7) An individual is not deemed to have acquired an ordinary residence in
Saskatchewan or in a region if the individual moves to Saskatchewan or a
region for the temporary purposes only, without intending to make
Saskatchewan or some place in a region his or her established habitation.

(8) If an individual has left his or her place of residence in Saskatchewan to study
at an educational Institution outside of Saskatchewan, the indiiidual is

deemed to be an ordinarily resident in the polling place in which he or she was
resident immediately before leaving Saskatchewan and is deemed to continue to
have that ordinary residence until he or she completes or abandons his or her
studies.

(9) If an individual has left his or her place of residence in Saskatchewan to study
at an educational institution in Saskatchewan, the individual is deemed to be
ordinarily resident in two following places:

(a) in the polling place in which he or she was residing immediately before
leaving to pursue his or her studies, and the individual is deemed to
continue to have that ordinary residence until he or she completes or
abandons his or her studies.

(b) hi the polling place to which he or she has moved for the purpose of
pursuing his or her studies and in which he or she was residing on the day
on which the election proclamation was issued.

15(1) When directed to do so by the Chief Electoral Officer, a returning officer shall
subdivide the polling places for which he or she was appointed into as many
polling divisions as he or she considers necessary for the convenience of the
voters.

(2) A returning officer shall review the polling place from time to time and, if the
returning officer considers it necessary for the greater convenience of the
voters in the polling place, may alter the polling place.

(3) Unless it is not feasible or consistent with the convenience of voters, a
returning officer shall try to have an equal number of voters in each polling
division to 500.

(4) For the purposes of this section, a returning officer shall:
(a) consider the most recently revised list of voters for the polling place and

other relevant information with respect to population distribution; and
(b) be guided by the chief electoral officer.

(5) A returning officer shall appoint an enumerator for each poLLing place in
the region.
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15(6) A returning officer shall only appoint as an enumerator a voter who is:
(i) in the opinion of the returning officer, competent and reliable;
(ii) resident in the region.

(iii) willing to act as an enumerator.
(iv) not disqualified pursuant to section 3.

(7) An appointment as an enumerator terminates on the completion of the
enumerator’s responsibilities for the election for which the enumerator is
appointed.

(3) If an enumerator dies, is absent or is unable or unwilling to perform his or her
responsibilities, the returning officer shall appoint another resident of the
region as an enumerator.

(9) An enumerator may administer any oaths that are required by this Act or the
regulations to be administered with respect to the making and revising of
preliminary and secondary voters lists.

(10) The returning officer shall give to each enumerator a complete description of
the boundaries of the polling place or divisions for which the enumerator is
appointed and any amendments to the description that may be made from
time to time.

(11) The returning officer shall give to each enumerator sufficient materials and
supplies furnished by the chief electoral officer to enable the enumerator to
perform his or her responsibilities.

(12) Immediately after being notified of the date of the election, the returning
officer shall instruct the enumerators for each polling place to conduct an
enumeration.

(13) In conducting an enumeration, the enumerators shall:
(a) collect voter data for each voter; and
(b) collect voter data from each local as supplied by the local.
(c) record that voter data on the prescribed enumeration forms.

(14) Within 10 days of the date of issue of the election proclamation, an
enumerator shall:

(a) prepare a preliminary voters list by recording data for each voter on the
prescribed enumeration forms;

(b) complete the statements and endorse any certificates that are on the
prescribed forms; and

(c) deliver the preliminary voters list to the returning officer.

(15) An enumerator shall arrange the names on each preliminary voter’s list
alphabetically according to surnames and shall set out on the voter’s list the
surname, first name, initial, if any, occupation, mailing address and residential
premise of each voter.

(16) Each name on each preliminary voter’s list is to be numbered consecutively,
commencing with the number one.

(17) All voters names on a preliminary voter’s list are to be type written, printed or
hand printed in block letters.



15(18) The returning officer shall immediately review all preliminary voters lists
delivered to the returning officer pursuant to this section and correct any
errors omissions that the returning officer is aware of or that are brought to Cthe returning officer.

1(1) A returning officer shall:

(a) immediately after receiving the reproduced copies of the voters list,
deliver:

(1) 1 copy of the voters list to each candidate in the region.
(ii) 1 copy of the voters list to the enumerator who compiled the voters

list; and
(iii) if the voters list was prepared by the returning officer 1 copy of the

voters list to the chief electoral officer; and

(b) promptly post one copy of the voters List for each polling place in his or
her office and in the head office of each region.

(2) The returning officer shall provide the following to each person who requests
them:

(a) the name and phone number of the enumerator.
(b) Place and time the enumerator will hear applications for revision of the

voters list.

(3) The chief electoral officer or, on the direction of the chief electoral officer, the
returning officer shall place an advertisement in a local newspaper or, if there
is no local newspaper in the region, in newspaper having the widest circulation
that sets out;

(a) the right of voters to review the voters list and to apply for revisions of the
voters list.

(b) the times during which and the place at which voters may review the
voters list; and

V

(c) the times during which and the place at which the enumerator will hear
applications for revision of the voters list.

17(1) On revision day, the enumerator shall attend at the place indicated on the
voters list and in the advertisement pursuant to section 16(3) between the
hours of 2:00PM and 10:00PM to hear applications for revision of the voters
list

(2) The enumerator may receive applications at any time after the posting of the
voters list pursuant to section 16 and before 10:00PM on revision day.
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18(1) At any time before the hour of 10:00PM on reision day, the enumerator shall
do the following;

(a) if the enumerator is satisfied that the name of an individual who is
entitled to vote has been omitted from the voters list for the polling place
in which the voter resides, the enumerator shall;

(i) add the name to the copy of the voters list in his or her possession.
(ii) initial the addition.

(b) if the enumerator is satisfied that the name of an individual ho is not
entitled to vote in the polling place is on the voters list, the enumerator
shall;

(1) delete the name by drawing erasing Lines through the name; and
(ii) initial the deletion.

(2) An enumerator shall act only on the evidence of a credible person.

(3) If an enumerator finds the occupation, postal address or residence of a voter
inaccurately stated in the voters List or where the enumerator finds a mistake
in the spelling of a name, the enumerator shall make the necessary correction
and initial the correction.

19(1) After revising the voter’s list pursuant to section 18, the enumerator shall
certify the voters list and close to the last name on it.

(2) Immediately after certifying the voters list pursuant to subsection (1), the
enumerator shall deliver a copy of the certified revised voters list to the
returning officer.

(3) The enumerator shall deliver the certified revised voters List to the deputy
returning officer for the polling place to which it relates to.

(4) The certified revised voter’s list delivered pursuant to subsection (3) is the
official voters list for that polling place.

(5) A candidate or candidates representative may request a revised voters list by
the enumerator pursuant to section 18.

20(1) No enumerator shall:
(a) omit from the voters list the name of an individual that should be

included; or
(b) include in the voters list the name of an individual that should not be

induded.
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PART FOUR COMMENCING AN ELECTION.

2 1(1) The Metis Legisbtive Assembly may commence an election by passing an
election Proclamation”, that directs the chief electoral officer to issue notices
of the election proclamation to the returning officers for the regions in which
the elections are to take place.

(2) The order mentioned in subsection (1) must:
(a) fix the day the chief electoral officer shall issue the notice of the

impending election, which may be the same day that the order is passed
or a subsequent day.

(b) fix the nomination day for candidates.
(c) lii the polling day.
(d) fix any 5 days before polling day on which the advance poll is to be held.
(e) fix the day on which the returning officer shall hold the final Count

22(1) Immediately on receiving the notice of the impending election, the returning
officer shall endorse on the notice the date of its receipt.

(2) The returning officer shall keep the notice in his or her possession until the
day fixed for returning all election materials

23(1) On receiving the notice the returning officer shall issue to every local in the
reion an election proclamation in the prescribed form.

(2) An election proclamation must set Out:
(a) the numbers, names and fully described boundaries of the polling place

and the polling divisions at which the voting will be held;
(b) the day, time and place fixed for the nomination for candidates;
(c) the place or places at which any advance poll will be held and the days

and the hours when the advance poll at that place or those places will be
open;

(d) the polling day; and
(e) the day and time when, and the place where, the returning officer will

make a final Count of votes cast for the candidates

(3) At least seven days before the nomination day, the returning officer shall
cause copies of the election proclamation to be posted;

(a) in all Metis locals; and
(b) with the approval of the Postmaster General of Canada or other proper

officer, at every post office in the respective polling places.
(c) in any approved location which might be in the best interest of Metis

voters.

24(1) Every ballot paper, shall:
(a) be printed in a prescribed form;
(b) be of the same description, as nearly as possible;
(c) be numbered consecutively on the back of the stub and on the back of the

counterfoil, with the same number being printed on the back of the stub
as is printed on the back of the counterfoil

(d) bear on the back of the ballot paper an impression of the printing aid
furnished by the chief electoral officer that is placed in such a way that
when the ballot paper used by the voter is folded by the voter the
impression can be seen without the ballot paper being opened.

(e) have the instructions to voters printed on the counterfoil.
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24(2) the chief electoral officer shall send to each returning officer a quantity of
ballots sufficient to provide at least one ballot for each voter in the polling
place.

25(1) A returning officer shall provide for each polling place and or polling
divisions, a place that is the most central or most convenient place for Metis
voters.

(2) If a returning officer considers it advisable, the returning officer may establish
a central polling place where the polling places of all or any of the polling
divisions of any region may be centralized.

(3) Unless the chief electoral officer approves otherwise, the maiimum number of
polling divisions that way be combined in a central polling place is sii.

(4) If in the opinion of the returning officer, local conditions require a division of
the polling place included within an established polling division, the returning
officer may divide the polling place into two or more polling subdivisions.

(5) If the polling subdivisions are created pursuant to subsection (4), the returning
officer shall;

(a) divide the voters list for the established polling division according to
Metis locaL

(7)

The returning officer shall use the new voters lists certified pursuant to
subsection (5) at the election.

(7) No returning officer shall establish a polling place in a building with respect to
which a permit has been issued pursuant to the Alcohol & Gaming Regulation.

26(1) If a returning officer establishes a central polling place in which three to sli
polling places are centralized, the returning officer may appoint a
supervisory deputy returning officer.

(2) subject to the direction of the returning officer, the supervisory deputy
returning officer shall supervise the central polling place on behalf of the
returning officer and shall inform the returning officer with respect to all
matters that take place at the central polling place.

(3) For the purpose of maintaining peace and order at the central polling place,
the supervisory deputy returning officer can ask for the assistance of a police
officer.

(4) A returning officer shall only appoint as a supervisory deputy returning officer
a person who is;

(a) in the opinion of the returning officer, competent and reliable;
(b) Resident of the region;
(c) willing to act as a supervisory deputy returning officer; and
(d) not ineligible pursuant to section 3.

(5) An appointment as a supervisory deputy returning officer terminates on the
completion of the election for which the supervisory deputy returning officer is
appointed.



26(6) A supervisory deputy returning officer may administer any oaths or
declarations that are required by this Act or the regulations to be administered
during an election, other than oaths or declarations that a returning officer is
required to administer.

27(1) U, in the opinion of the returning officer, the voters list for a polling place or
division contains a number of names that is substantially more than 500, the
returning officer shall:

(a) provide one or more additional polling divisions in the same building;
(b) divide the number of voters on each voter’s list into subdivisions so that

they are as nearly equal as possible; and
(C) provide for each polling subdivision a voter’s list, so that the name of

every voter on the voter’s list for the polling division appears only on one
of the polling subdivisions voters list’s.

(2) When arranging the number of voters pursuant to clause 1(b), the returning
officer shall divide the voters list by using the first letter of the voters
surnames.

(3) the returning officer shall deliver to each deputy returning officer a polling
subdivision voter’s list certified by the returning officer for each polling
subdivision that the deputy returning officer is responsible for.

(4) every voter whose name appears on a polling subdivision voter’s list pursuant
to this section shall vote in the polling place provided for that polling
subdivision.

23(1) Every Metis voter is entitled to free acceis to the polling place where the voter
istovote. V

(2) Every polling place must be furnished with voting stations in which the voters
may mark their ballot papers screened from observation.

(3) The returning officer and the deputyreturning officer shall ensure that a
sufficient number of voting stations are provided for each polling place.

29. The nomination for candidates is to be the day, time and place fixed by the
chief electoral officer.

30(1) An individual is qualified to be a candidate if that individual:
(a)isatleastl6yearsold.
(b) is a member of the Metis Nation of Saskatchewan.
(c) has ordinarily resided in Saskatchewan for at least 6 months preceding

the Metis Legislative Assembly Election proclamation. V

(d) is not disqualified by the Metis Legislative Assembly or by any other
Metis Nation Act from being a candidate.



30(2) Notithstanding subsection (1), the following persons are not qualified to be
candidates:

(a) a person who has been convicted for engaging in corrupt practices.
(b) a person who, on polling day is in a correctional facility, jail or prison

because of being convicted of an offence against a Federal Act.
(c) a person who, on polling day, is subject to disposition of a review board

established pursuant to section 672.33 of the Criminal Code.

3 1(1) before filing his or her nomination papers, every potential candidate may
appoint a business manager.

(2) A potential candidate shall give written notice of the name and address of the
individual appointed as his or her business manager.

32(1) A nomination paper must be filed with the chief electoral officer at any time
after the Metis Legislative Assembly issues the Election proclamation.

(2) Any four or more members of the Metis Nation of Saskatchewan resident
within the region in which the election is to take pLace may nominate a
regional candidate by signing and filing with the chief electoral officer.

(3) Any four or more members of Metis Nation of Saskatchewan resident within
the province of Saskatchewan in which the election is to take place may
nominate a executive member candidate by signing and filing with the chief
electoral officer.

(4) Every person who signs a nomination paper as a nominator shall sign in the
presence of another voter resident within the region or province in which the
election is to take place.

(5) The Metis person in whose presence the nominator signed the nomination
paper shall sign his or her name as witness forming part of the nomination
paper.

(6) The nomination paper must state:
(a) the name, address and occupation of the candidate.
(b) a specific place, being either a residence or a place of business in

Saskatchewan, at which notices and other documents issued or to be
served either pursuant to this Act may be served on the candidate.

(c) the name and address of the candidates business manager if one is
so appointed.

(7) A nomination paper is valid only if it is accompanied by a deposit of $100.00.

(8) The deposit must be in Canadian currency or in the form of a certified cheque
on a valid account in a chartered bank, trust company or credit union.

33(1) The chief electoral officer shall immediately examine all nomination papers
filed.
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33(2) If the chief electoral officer is satisfied that the nomination paper is valid, the
chief electoral officer shall:

(a) certify the validity of the nomination by issuing a certificate
C

(3) Any certificate issued pursuant is admissible in eideuce as conclusive proof
that the nomination is valid, and the validity of the nomination is not open to
question in any action or proceeding on any ground whatsoeier.

34(1) On nomination day the returning officer shall:

(a) attend at the place fixed for the nomination at the hour of 9:00 n.m.;
(b) receive and recognize all nominations for the executive and regional

candidate positions;
(c) declare the nominations closed at 5:00p.m..

35(1) If, at the close of the nominations only one candidate remains in nomination
the chief electoral officer shall immediately:

(a) declare the candidate elected;
(b) give to the candidate, or, if the candidate is absent, to the candidates

business manager or to any person authorized in writing by the
candidate, a certificate that the candidate has been duly elected; and

(C) the returning officer will forward to the chief electoral officer;
(1) all ballot boxes, po11 books and other books, forms, seals, materials,
supplies and things that have been sent to the returning officer to
be used in the election and that have not been used.

31i(1) Ti at the close of nominations, more than one candidate remains in nomination
the chief electoral officer shall:

(a) list the names, addresses and occupations of the candidates nominated;
(b) list the poLling day and the hours during which voting will take place.

37(1) A candidate vbho is nominated may withdraw at any time alter his or her
nomination and before the close of polling day by filing with the returning
officer a written declaration.

(2) TI the withdrawal of a candidate leaves only one candidate for the vacancy, the
returning officer shall immediately declare the remaining candidate duly
elected and shall proceed to do things as mentioned in section 35.

38(1) A candidate may appoint one Metis person residing in the region for which
the candidate was nominated to do all or any of the following:

(a) to be present and to represent him or her, in addition to or in place of
himself or herself, at a polling place;

(b) to perform at the polling place any functions that this Act authorizes a
candidate’s representative to perform;

(C) prior to the final count of votes, to be present at a place other than a
polling place and to perform at the place any functions that this Act
authorizes a candidate’s representative to perform at the place.
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38(2) A candidate may have, at any time, one candidate’s representative for each
polling division at a polling place or other place.

(3) No individual iho is ineligible to vote or who, within the period of live years
preceding the day fined for nomination, has been found guilty of a corrupt
practice by a competent tribunal shall act as a candidates representative.

(4) On entering the polling place, a candidates represeutathe shall immediately
deliver his or her written appointment to the deputy returning officer.

39(1) A candidate may:
(a) undertake the duties that any candidates representative, except his or her

business manager, may undertake;
(b) assist his or her candidate’s representative in the performance of their

responsibilities; and
(c) be present at any place at which his or her candidates representative may

attend, except at a place where a ballot paper is being marked.

40(1) The deputy returning officer shall be at the polling place at least 30 minutes
before the time fixed to open the polling place for voting.

(2) Prior to opening the polling place for voting, the deputy returning officer
shall:

(a) initial all of the ballots;
(b) count the ballots intended for use at the polling place;
(c) inspect the ballot papers and all other papers, forms and documents

relating to voting at that polling place; and
(d) Set up all necessary facilities to take the votes of voters.

41(1) Prior to opening the polling place on polling day, a deputy returning officer
shall post:

(a in a place outside the polling place, one copy of the notice as to secrecy of
voting;

(b) in a place within the polling place, one copy of the notice as to secrecy of
voting;

(c) in a place outside the polling place, one copy of the directions for the
guidance of voters;

(d) in each voting station in the polling place, one copy of the directions for
the guidance of the voters; and

(e) in a place outside the polling place, one copy of the election proclamation.

42(1) Immediately before the voting begins, the deputy returning officer shall;
(a) show the ballot box to the persons who are present in the polling place so

that they may see that it is empty;
(b) lock and seal the ballot box with one of the seals prescribed by the chief

electoral officer; and
(C) place the ballot box on a desk, counter or table or in any manner so that it

is raised in full view of all present.
(d) the deputy returning officer shall keep the ballot box where it is placed in

a locked and sealed condition during the hours that voting takes place.

43(1) Each voter shall vote only at the polling place of the polling division or
subdivision that is mentioned on the voters list on which the voters name
appears.



43(2) If a voter is deemed to be ordinarily resident in two polling divisions, the voter
shall vote in only one of those polling divisions.

(3) If the voter is casting a ballot in another region either than the region in which
he or she is a resident, the voter shall only be allowed to cast ballots for the
three executive positions.

44(1) Every polling place is to be open for voting between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and
8:00 p.m..

(2) A polling place must be kept open after the time set for closing the polling
place if, at the time set for closing, there are individuals who;

(a) are in or are waiting admission to the polling place;
(b) are entitled to vote; and
(c) have not been able to vote since their arrival at the polling place.

(3) If a voter is not actually in or awaiting admission to a polling place at the time
for closing the polling place, the polling place is to be closed to that voter and
that voter is not to be permitted to vote.

45(1) Only the following persons are entitled to be present in the polling pLace
during the time that the polling place remains open at the counting of the
ballots.

(a) Chief electoral officer and the assistant chief electoral officer.
(b) the returning officer, the supervisory deputy returning officer, if any, and

the deputy returning officer;
(c) the election clerk, and the poll clerks;
(d) the candidate and the candidates representative for each candidate; and
(e) any peace officer assisting in preserving the peace at the polling place.

46(1) Votes must be given by ballot.

47(1) On entering the polling place and if required to do so by the deputy returning
officer or any candidate’s representative, a voter shall state his or her name
occupation, post office address, location of residence, and eligibility to vote,

(2) If a voters name does not appear on the voters list, the voter shall answer any
questions from the deputy returning officer, and provide to the deputy
returning officer any information satisfactory to the deputy returning officer,
relating to establishing the voter’s ordinary residence on the day on which the
day the Metis LegisLative Assembly issued the election proclamation.

48(1) The poll clerk shall record the name of each voter in the poll book and fill in
all appropriate blank spaces opposite the voters name before the voter is
handed a ballot.

(2) As soon as the ballot has been deposited in the ballot box, the poll clerk shall
enter the word voted” in the appropriate column of the poll book opposite
the voters name.

49(1) Every voter whose name is on the voters list is entitled to vote without making
a declaration unless the voter is required to do so.
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49(2) A candidates representative may request the deputy returning officer to
require a voter whose name is on the voters list to make a voter’s declaration.

(3) Where requested pursuant to subsection (2), no deputy returning officer shall
fail to require a voter to make a voter’s declaration before handing that voter
a ballot paper.

50. If an individual’s name does not appear on the voter’s list and the individual
claims he or she is entitled to vote at the polling place, that individual shall make
a voter’s declaration before receiving a ballot paper and voting.

51. No deputy returning officer shall fail to require an individual who appears at the
polling place to make a voter’s declaration if the deputy returning officer has
reasonable grounds to believe that the individual:

(a) is not entitled to vote;
(b) is tendering his or her vote under false name or designation;
(c) is impersonating or falsely representing himself/herself as being on the

voter’s list;
(d) has already voted;
(e) has participated in or committed any corrupt practices.

52. A voter shall make a voters declaration before receiving a ballot paper and
voting if the voter’s name has been struck off the voter’s list pursuant to any
provision of this Act.

53(1) If the voter is required to make a voter’s declaration, the poll clerk shall:
(a) complete the voter’s declaration form with information supplied by the

voter; and
(b) record the name of the voter in the poll book and fill in the appropriate

spaces opposite the voter’s name;

(2) A voter’s declaration must be made before the deputy returning officer or the
poll clerk.

(3) A voter shall sign his/her name in the presence of the deputy returning officer
or the poli clerk and the deputy returning officer or the poll clerk shall sign the
voter’s declaration as a witness to the signature

(4) If the voter who is required to make a voter’s declaration does make the
declaration:

(a) the deputy returning officer shall give the voter a ballot paper; and
(b) the voter shall proceed to mark the ballot paper in the manner required

by this Act.

54(1) No individual who refuses to make the voter’s declaration when required to do
so is entitled to a ballot paper or to vote.

(2) No deputy returning officer shall give a ballot paper to an individual described
in subsection (1).

(3) If a voter who is required to make a voter’s declaration refuses to make the
declaration, the poll clerk shall note the refusal in the poll book.
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55(1) The deputy returning officer shall give a ballot paper to every individual
whose name:

(a) is on the voter’s list & who is not required to make a voter’s declaration;
(b) is on the voter’s list & i ho, if required to make a voter’s declaration, has

made the voter’s declaration;
(c) has been struck off the voter’s list and has made a voter’s declaration;
(d) is not on the voters list and has made a voters declaration.

(2) The ballot paper must have on its back the deputy returning officer’s initials
placed so that when the part of the paper used by the voter is folded the
initials can be seen ith Out opening the ballot paper.

56(1) On receiving a ballot paper, the voter shall immediately proceed to a voting
station provided for the purpose of voting.

(2) The voter shall mark the ballot paper by placing a cross or the other mark
that clearly indicates the voters choice in the circle to the right of the name of
the candidate for horn the voter intends to vote.

(3) After marking the ballot paper, the voter shall:
(a) fold the ballot paper so that the names of the candidates and the mark on

the face of the paper are concealed, but the initials of the deputy
returning officer are exposed; and

(b) leave the voting station.

(4) After leaving the voting station, the voter shall:
(a) immediately deliver the folded ballot paper to the deputy returning

officer, without showing the front to anyone or displaying the ballot paper
so as to make the name of the candidate for whom he/she has voted
known to any person;

(b) observe the deputy returning officer deposit the ballot in the ballot box;
(c) leave the polling place immediately after the ballot has been deposited in

the ballot box.

57(1) On receiving a ballot paper from a voter, the deputy returning officer shall, in
full view of the voter and all others present;

(a) without folding the ballot paper or in any way disciosingihe names of the
candidates or the marks made by the voter, Pximine the initials appearing
on the ballot paper to ensure that it is the same ballot paper the deputy
returning officer delivered to the voter; and

(b) if it is the same ballot paper:
(i) deposit the ballot in the ballot box.

58(1) A deputy returning officer may assist a voter in marking the voter’s ballot if
the voter:

(a) is unable to read or is physically unable to mark his/her ballot in the
manner prescribed in this Act;

(b) applies for assistance;

(2) Before assisting a voter, the deputy returning officer shall require the voter to
take an oath or make a declaration:



58(3) After the voter completes the oath or declaration mentioned in subsection (2)
the deputy returning officer shall:

(a) assist the voter, either inside or outside the voting station, by marking the
ballot paper in the manner directed by the voter in the presence of the
poll clerk.

(b) deposit the ballot in the ballot boi.

(4) The poll clerk shall enter in the column for remarks in the poll book opposite
the voter’s name:

(a) the reason why the ballot paper was marked for the voter;
(b) hether the ballot was marked by the deputy returning officer or a

friend;
(c) if the ballot was marked by a friend, the name of the friend;
(d) the word “sworn” after the name of the voter and the friend, if any, to

record the required oaths or declarations were made.

59. While a voter is in a voting station for the purpose of voting, no other person
shall enter the voting station or be in a position from which that other person
can see for whom the voter marks his/her ballot paper.

60(1) No person who has received a ballot paper shall take it Out of the polling place.

(2) If an individual receives a ballot paper and leaves the polling place without
delivering it to the deputy returning officer or returns the ballot paper,
declining to vote;

(a) the individual forfeits his/her right to vote; and
(b) the deputy returning officer shall enter in the poll book in the column for

the remarks a note that the individual received a ballot paper but took it
Out of the polling place or returned it, declining vote.

(3) If a voter has returned the ballot paper, declining to vote, the deputy
returning officer shall immediately write the word “declined” on the ballot
paper and shall preserve it to be returned to the returning officer.

61(1) If a person claiming to be a voter applies for a ballot paper after another
person has voted under that voters name, that person is entitled to receive a
ballot paper and to vote, but only after:

(a) making a voter’s declaration; and
(b) satisfying the deputy returning officer of his/her identity.

61(2) The poll clerk shall enter on the poll book:
(a) the voter’s name; and
(b) a note indicating:

(i) that a second ballot paper was given in the name of that voter;
(ii) that a voter’s declaration was made; and

(iii) if the circumstances arise, that a candidate or candidates
representative objected to giving the ballot paper, the name of the
candidate and the nature of the objections.

62(1) A voter who accidentally destroys his/her ballot paper so that it cannot be
used to vote shall return it to the deputy returning officer.

(2) On returning the ballot paper, the voter is entitled to receive another ballot
paper.



62(3) On receiving a ballot paper returned , the deputy returning officer shall
immediately write the word ‘spoiled” on the returned ballot paper and
preserve it to be returned to the returning officer.

63(1) An individual who applies for a ballot paper is deemed to have presented
his/her vote or to have offered to vote.

(2) An individual who has deposited or caused to be deposited his/her ballot in the
ballot box or has delivered it to the deputy returning officer or poll clerk for
the purpose of having it deposited in the ballot box is deemed to have voted.

64(1) The deputy returning officer shall complete a statement containing:
(a) the name, address and occupation of every voter who made a

declaration’s on polling day; and
(b) the reason, opposite each name, for requiring a voter’s declaration.

(2) The statement must be signed by the deputy returning officer and the poll
clerk and may be signed by any candidate or candidate’s representative who
wishes to sign.

65(1) The Metis Legislative Assembly shall establish the date for the advance polls.

(2) The returning officer shall make available advance polling places at those
places iii the region the returning officer considers most convenient for the
voter’s.

66(1) The following voter’s who ordinarily reside in the polling place may vote at an
advance poll:

(a) a voter who believes that he/she will be absent from his/her ordinary
residence on polling day;

(b) a voter who:
(i) is an election officer or is a candidates representative; and

(ii) has reason to believe that, because of his/her responsibilities,
he/she will be at a polling place other than the polling place in
which he/she is entitled to vote;

(iii) a voter who is physically disabled.

67. Voting at an advance poll is to be conducted in the same manner as voting at
polling places during a general election.

68(1) An advance poll is to be open:
(a) during the weekday, from 3:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.;
(b) if held on a Saturday or Sunday, from noon until 7:00 p.m.

69. A voter who wishes to vote at an advance poll shall make a voter’s declaration
before he/she is entitled receive a ballot paper and vote.

a,’.



70. On every clay that an advance poll is held, immediately after closing the advance
poll, the deputy returning officer shall:

(a) place his/her seal on the ballot box in such a manner that the box cannot
be opened and nothing deposited in the ballot box without breaking the
seal; and

(b) sign his/her name on the first line below the name of the last voter entered
in the po11 book on that day.

71(1) On the last day that an advance poll is held, immediately alter closing the
advance poll, the deputy returning officer for the advance poll shall do the
things prescribed in this section.

(2) The deputy returning officer shall do the things in the presence and in full
vie of the persons who are entitled to be present pursuant to section 45.

(3) The deputy returning officer for the advance poll shall:
(a) Count the number of voters whose names appear in the poll book as

having voted;
(b) make an entry of the number of those names on the line immediately

below the last name recorded.
(c) sign his/her name after the entry.

(4) the deputy returning officer for the advance poll shall:
(a) count the unused ballots undetached from the books of ballot papers;
(b) place the unused papers together with the stubs of used ballot papers in

the special envelope supplied for the purpose;
(c) indicate on the special envelope the number of unused ballot papers

enclosed;
(d) seal the envelopes; and
(e) record the number of unused ballot papers on the ballot paper account

and poll statement.

(5) The deputy returning officer for the advance poll shall:
(a) count the spoiled and declined ballots.
(b) place the spoiled and declined ballots in the special envelopes supplied for

the purpose;
(c) record on the special envelope the number of spoiled and declined ballots;
(d) seal the special envelope; and record the number of spoiled and declined.

ballots on the ballot paper account and the po11 statement.

(6) The deputy returning officer for the advance poll shall place in an empty
ballot box:

(a) the poll book;
(b) the special envelope supplied for the voter’s declarations;
(c) the envelope containing the unused ballot papers;
(d) the envelope containing the spoiled and declined ballots;
(e) the written appointments delivered by the candidates representative’s.

(7) The deputy returning officer for the advance poll shall lock and seal the ballot
box in which the ballots are placed and the ballot box mentioned in this
section with one of the seals prescribed by the chief electoral officer.

(8) The deputy returning officer for the advance poll shall place his/her seat on
each of the ballot boxes.



7 1(9) The deputy returning officer for the advance poll shall satisfy himself/herself
that the seals are placed in a manner that the boxes cannot be opened and
nothing can be deposited in them without breaking the seals

(10) The deputy returning officer for the advance poll shall place the ballot boxes
and the other election material in a safe place and prevent any other person
from having access to them until the close of voting on polling day.

(11) The deputy returning officer for the advance poll shall:
(a) complete a statement that sets out the name, address and occupation of

every voter who made a voter’s declaration on polling day and the poll
number of the poll where the voter is otherwise eligible to vote; and

(b) send a copy of the statement to the returning officer.

(12) At the close of voting on polling day, the deputy returning officer for the
advance poll shall proceed to Count the votes in the same manner prescribed
by this Act for counting votes at any poll.

(13) For the purposes of this Act, the deputy returning officer for the advance
poLl is deemed to be the deputy returning officer on election day.

(14) The deputy returning officer shall allow any candidate’s representative who
are present to observe the deputy returning officer’s actions and to initial the
ballot paper account, the poll statement, any envelope, the ballot box and any
seal mentioned in this section

PART V. PROCEEDINGS AFTER VOTING.

72(1) Immediately after the closing of the polling place, the deputy returning
officer shall do the things in this section in the order prescribed in this section.

(2) The deputy returning officer shall do the things prescribed in the presence and
in full view of the persons entitled pursuant to section 45.

(3) The deputy returning officer shall:
(a) count the number of voters whose names appear in the poll book as

having voted;
(b) make an entry in the poll book of the number of those names on the line

immediately below the last name recorded;
(c) sign his/her name after that entry.

(4) The deputy returning officer shall make the ballot paper account and poll
statement in duplicate.

(5) The deputy returning officer shall;
(a) count the unused ballot papers undetached from the books of ballot

papers;
(b) place the unused ballot papers together with the stubs of used ballot

papers in the special envelope supplied for the purpose;
(c) indicate on the special envelope the number of unused ballot papers

enclosed;
(d) seal the special envelope;
(e) record the number of unused ballot papers on the ballot paper account

and po11 statement.
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72(6) The deputy returning officer shall:
(a) count the number of spoiled and declined ballots;
(b) make an entry in the poll book of those ballots on the line immediately

below the last name;
V

(c) sign his/her name.

(7) The deputy returning officer shall announce in an audible voice the number of
voter’s, as recorded in the poll book record, in the following categories;

(a) voter’s registered on the voter’s list and not required to make a oter’s
declaration;

(b) voter’s registered on the voter’s list and required to make a voter’s
declaration;

(C) voter’s not registered on the voter’s list and required to make a voters
declaration;

(d) ‘voters struck off the voter’s list and required to make a ‘toter’s
declaration;

(3) The deputy returning officer shall check the total number of voter’s in the
categories mentioned in subsection (7) and ensure that the number is the same
as the total number of persons appearing in the poll book as having voted.

(9) The deputy returning officer shall open the ballot boL

(10) The deputy returning officer shall:
(a) Count the number of votes in favor of each candidate;
(b) give full opportunity to those present to eaamine each ballot;

(11) The deputy returning officer shall;
(a) make note in the poll book of every objection taken to a ballot by a

candidate, candidate’s representative or voter present;
(1,) number each objection;
(c) place a corresponding number on the back of the ballot;

V

(d) initial the ballot; and
(e) decide the objection. V V

(12) A deputy returning officers decision pursuant to clause 11(e) may be reviewed
on a recount.

(13) The deputy returning officer shall:
(a) place all rejected ballots in a special envelope supplied for that purpose;
(b) indicate the number of rejected ballots contained in the special envelope

on the outside of the envelope and on the ballot paper account and poll
statement; and

(c) seal the envelope.

(14) When the deputy returning officer is satisfied with the accuracy of the ballot
paper account and po11 statement, he/she shall sign each copy of them, direct
the poll clerk to sign them and permit any candidates representative to sign
them if the candidates representative so desires.

(15) The deputy returning officer shall:
(a) place the original ballot paper account and the poll statement in the

special envelope supplied for that purpose; and
(b) keep the second copy of the original ballot paper account and poll

statement as the deputy returning officer’s own record.



72(16) The deputy returning officer shall permit each candidate or candidat&s
representative who wishes to do so, to sign his/her name or initials across the
flap of any special envelope mentioned in this section

(17) The deputy returning officer shall administer the oath or declaration to the
poil clerk, who shall take the oath or make the declaration.

(18) The deputy returning officer shall place in the large en elope supplied for
that purpose the following material:

(a) the envelopes containing the ballots counted for each of the candidates;
(b) the envelope containing the rejected ballots;
(c) the envelope containing the unused ballot paper;
(d) the envelope containing the spoiled and declined ballot papers;
(e) the written appointments delivered by candidates representatives.

(19) The deputy returning officer shall sign and seal the large envelope mentioned
in subsection(18).

(20) The deputy returning officer shall permit any candidate or candidates
representative who wishes to do so to sign or initial the large envelope
mentioned in subsection (18)

(21) The deputy returning officer shall place in the ballot box, but outside the
large envelope:

(a) the polL book;
(b) the voters list;
(c) the special envelope supplied for voters declarations; and
(d) the special envelope containing the original ballot paper account and the

poll statement.

(22) The deputy returning offlcer shall place his/her own seal on the ballot boy.

(23) The deputy returning officer shall satisfy himself/herself that the seal is placed
in a manner so that the boxes cannot be opened and nothing can be deposited
in them without breaking the seals. -

(24) The deputy returning officer shall immediately advise the returning officer by
telephone or by Fax of the number of voters who voted at the polling place
and the results of the voting.

73(1) In counting the votes, the deputy returning officer shall reject the following
ballots;

(a) ballots that have not been supplied by the chief electoral officer;
(b) ballots which voters have voted for more than one candidate;
(c) ballots on which a voter has written or marked anything by means of

which the voter can be identified;
(d) ballots on which the voters intention is not clear or on which no vote has

been given for a candidate.

C



73 (2) In counting the ballots, the deputy returning officer shall not reject the
following ballots:

(a) ballots marked with some mark other than a cross if;
(i) the voters intention is clearly indicated;

(ii) there is no cross mark elsev here on the ballot.
(b) ballots on the back of which the deputy returning officer has omitted to

place his/her initials if the deputy returning officer is satisfied:
(i) that the ballot is one he/she supplied;

(ii) that the omission has been made inadvertently; and
(iii) that every ballot supplied to him/her by the chief electoral officer

has been accounted for.
(3) If a ballot does not have the deputy returning officers initials and the deputy

returning officer is satisfied that the conditions mentioned in clause (2)(d) are
met, the deputy returning officer shall in the presence of the poll clerk and the
candidates representatives:

(a) place his/her initials to the ballot; and
(b) count the ballot as if it had been initialed in the first place.

74(1) Immediately after counting the ballots, the deputy returning officer shall
personally deliver the ballot box to the returning officer or to a person
appointed by the returning officer to receive the ballot box.

(2) if directed by the returning officer, the deputy returning officer shall forward
the ballot box by registered mail or courier instead of personally delivering the
ballot box.

(3) Before handing over the ballot box, the deputy returning officer shall obtain a
receipt from the person to whom the deputy returning officer has handed over
the ballot box.

(4) A person appointed by the returning officer to receive the ballot box from any
deputy returning officer and who has taken delivery of the ballot box shall:

(a) immediately deliver the ballot box to the returning officer.

(5) On receipt of the ballot box, the returning officer shall:
(a) keep the ballot box safe and prevent any person, other than the returning

officer and the election derk, from having access to 1t
(b) examine the seal placed on the box by the deputy returning officer & if

the seal is not on good condition, shall place the returning officers own
seal.

(c) record, in the column for remarks in the returning officer’s statement, the
condition of the seal placed on the ballot box by the deputy returning
officer.

(d) Send the ballot box to the destination instructed by the chief electoral
officer for the final count.

75(1) Each candidate may appoint voters as his/her candidates representative at the
final count.

(2) An appointment made pursuant to this section must be in writing.
(3) A candidate may not have wore than one candidate representative present at

any one time.

(4) The chief electoral officer may refuse to allow any candidates representative to
be present at the final Count until the candidates representative produces
his/her written appointment.



7(1) At the time and place set for the fInal count and after receii lag all advance
and general election ballot boxes, the chief electoral officer shall do in the
presence of and in full view of the candidates or the candidates representatives
who are present: (.

(a) remove from each ballot box and open the special envelope containing the
original ballot paper account and poll statement; and

(b) enter the results appearing in the ballot paper account and poll statement
in the appropriate columns of the returning officers statement.

(2) In an audible voice, the chief electoral officer shall read each ballot paper
account and poll statement.

(3) The chief electoral officer shall place each ballot paper account and poll
statement in a file.

(4) The chief electoral officer shall give each candidate or each candidates
representative an opportunity to inspect each poll book and voters list used in
voting.

7 7(1) if on the final Count, the chief electoral officer finds that two or more
candidates have the same number of votes and cannot declare a clear winner,
the chief electoral officer shall immediately conduct a recount of the ballots;

(2) if the chief electoral officer finds each of the candidates has received an equal
number of votes;

(a) shall seal up all ballot papers, poll books, ballot paper statements and any
other election material in the ballot box and recommend to the Metis
Legislative Assembly that a new election should take place immediately.

78(1) The chief electoral officer may adjourn making the final Count if, at the time
and place set for making the fInal count:

(a) all the ballot boxes have not been returned to the chief electoral officer;
(b) the ballot paper account and po11 statement ace not found encLosed in the

ballot box for a polling place; or
(C) the returning officer for any teason cannot ascertain the number of votes

given for each candidate.

(2) The returning officer may adjourn the final count pursuant to this section to a
date not more than one week after the date set for the final count.

79(1) If the chief electoral officer cannot obtain the ballot paper account, poll
statement or if a ballot box is still missing, the chief electoral officer shall
determine the total number of votes given for each candidate at the polling
places.

(2) The chief electoral officer shall determine the votes using any evidence that the
chief electoral officer is able to obtain;

(a) for the purposes of this section, the chief electoral officer may summon
the returning officer, deputy returning officers, supervisory deputy
returning officers, poll clerks or any other election officer to appear before
the chief electoral officer and bring with them all election papers and
documents.

(b) if the chief electoral officer summons the election officers, the chief
electoral officer shall set a time and place for hearing the evidence and
shall give each candidate written notice of the time and place;

U
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79(2) (c) the chief electoral officer may examine on oath or declaration any election
officer with respect to any aspect of the election and the ballots cast at a
polling place;

(d) Ti the chief electoral officer cannot make a decision after hearing all of the
evidence, the chief electoral officer shall proceed with section 77(2)(a).

80(1) If, after the final count, the margin of victory of the candidate declared to beelected is less than the total number of all unopened ballot envelopes, rejectedballots and ballots objected to, any candidate or the business manager of anycandidate is entitled to request a recount.

(2) A request for a recount must be:
(a) signed by the candidate or business manager: and
(b) served on the chief electoral officer within four days of the date the chief

electoral officer declared the results of the election.

80(3) Within four days after receiving a request for a recount, the chief electoral
officer shall:
(a) issue a certificate setting out that the candidate or the candidates business

manager has requested a recount.
(b) set a time and place for a recount.

(4) The chief electoral officer shall order a recount if he/she ascertains that themargin of victory of the candidate declared is less than the total number of allunopened ballot envelopes, rejected ballots and ballots objected to.

(5) The recount must be not less than 10 days after the date the request was
served on the chief electoral officer.

(6) Within four days after the chief electoral officer has flied the time and placefor the recount, the chief electoral officer shall serve a notice on the returningofficer, the deputy returning officer, poll clerks and the candidates or businessmanagers of the candidates.

(7) The returning officer and the election clerks shall attend the place fixed for therecount.

(8) The chief electoral officer, the assistant chief electoral officer, the candidatesand not more than one candidates representative may be present at the
recount.

8 1(1) At the time and place fixed for the recount, the chief electoral officer shall:
(a) in the case of a recount, recount all of the voted and ballots and open all

the sealed envelopes containing;
(I) the ballots that have been counted;
(ii) the rejected ballots;

(iii) the spoiled ballots;
(iv) the declined ballots;
(v) the unused ballot papers;

(vi) the unopened ballot envelopes.

(2) In the case of a recount, the chief electoral officer shall consider and make a
finding with respect to every ballot envelope that has not been opened.



81(3) The chief electoral officer may receive oral or affidavit evidence itb respect
to the eligibility to be a voter of the individual whose ballot envelope has not
been opened.

(4) In the case of a recount the chief electoral officer shall:
(a) verify and correct the ballot paper accounts and poll statements and the

returning officers statements.
82(1) On completing the recount, the chief electoral officer shall seal all of the ballots

in their separate envelopes.

(2) At the request of any party who is entitled to be present at the recount, the
chief electoral officer shall number the disputed ballots on the back and
enclose them in a separate envelope.

(3) Upon the completion of the recount the chief electoral officer shalt forthwith
certify the result and shall then declare to be elected the candidate having the
highest number of votes.

(4) If the chief electoral officer finds that each of the two or more candidates has
received an equal number of votes and cannot finally determine the result of
the election, the chief electoral officer will recommend to the Metis Legislative

Assembly a new election be held. V

83. If a chief electoral officer fails to proceed with a recount, any aggrieved party V

may file a statement to the Metis Legislative Assembly setting Out the facts V

relating to the failure.
V

(a) A statement must be filed within five days of the date the chief electoral
officer was required to proceed with the recount.

(b) The party filing the appeal may limit the appeal to the specified ballots or
to specific findings of the chief electoral officer.

(c) unless the appeal is limited pursuant to subsection (b), the appeal is
deemed to be a request by the party for a recount of all ballots.

84. The ruling made by the Metis Legislative Assembly on the appeal shall be final
V

and binding.

85. On receiving notice, the chief electoral officer shall send out in a letter to all of
the locals and the Metis Nation Affiliates the final results.

(a) The chief electoral officer will issue a press release to all major forms of
media outlining the final results. V

86(1) The chief electoral officer shall retain in hislher possession the election papers
and documents for at least one year after the date the papers and documents
were received.

(2) At the end of the one year period, the chief electoral officer shall destroy the
papers and documents.

C:



PART VL ELECTION OFFENCES AND CORRUPT PRACTICES.

87. No person shall disturb the peace and good order at a polling place or at a
nomination.

88. No person in attendance at a polling place or at a counting of votes shall fail to
maintain or fail to aid in maintaining the secrecy of voting.

89(1) No person shall:
(a) interfere or attempt to interfere with a voter when the voter is marking a

ballot paper; or
(b) attempt to obtain at the polling place information as to the candidate for

whom a voter is about to vote or has voted.

(2) No person shall communicate information obtained at a polling place as to the
candidate for whom a voter at the polling place is about to vote or havoted.

90. No person shall directly or indirectly persuade a voter to show the voter’s
marked ballot paper so as to make known the name of the candidate for whom
the voter has voted.

91. No voter shall show his/her marked ballot paper to any person so as to make
known the name of the candidate for whom the voter has voted.

92. Every election officer who has reasonable grounds to believe that there has been
a contravention of sections 87 to 91 shall immediately report the alleged
contravention to the chief electoral officer.

93(1) No person shall unlawfully take down, cover up, mutilate, deface or alter an
election proclamation, notice or other document required to be posted
pursuant to this Act

(2) No person shall unlawfully take down, cover up, mutilate, deface or alter a
poster or sign set up or displayed on behalf of a candidate.

94. On polling day, no person shall post or display any campaign literature, emblem,
ensign, badge, label, ribbon, flag, banner, card, bill, poster or device that could
be taken as an indication of support of or for a candidate;

(a) on hisIher person within the polling place;
(b) in or within 1 kilometre of the polling place;
(c) in or on a hall, window or door of a polling place or of the building in

which a polling place is situated.

95. No person shall bring into, or possess or use in, any polling place any cellular
phone or other communication devices.

9. The deputy returning officer may exclude from the polling place any person who
contravenes any provision of this section and may remove any material or device
brought into, possessed or used in contravention of this section.



97(1) No person shall;
(a) fraudulently alter, deface or destroy a ballot paper or the initials of the

deputy returning officer on the ballot paper;
(b) fraudulently supply a ballot paper to any person;
(c) fraudulently place in a ballot box a paper other than the ballot paper that

he/she is authorized by law to place in the ballot box;
(d) fraudulently take a ballot paper Out of a polling place;
(e) fraudulently destroy, take, open or otherwise interfere with a ballot box or

ballot book or packet of ballot papers or a ballot paper or ballot in use or
used for the purposes of the election;

(I’) fraudulently use the printers aids authorized by the chief electoral officer
for any purpose other than the printing of ballots;

(g) fraudulently have in his/her possession any printers authorized by the
chief electoral officer or a counterfeit or imitation of those printers aids;

(h) fraudulently print a ballot paper or what purports to be or is capable of
being used as a ballot paper at an election;

(i) print ballot papers that he/she is not authorized to print;
(j) attempt to commit any of the acts mentioned in this section.

(2) No deputy returning officer shall fraudulently put his/her initials on the
back of a paper purporting to be capable of being used as a ballot at an
election.

(3) If a person is convicted of an offence against this section, that person is
disqualified from voting for the next five years.

(4) In addition to the penalty mentioned in subsection (3), if a person is convicted
of an offence against this section, that person is liable t;

(a) in the case of an election officer, have his/her Metis Nation membership
suspended for two years.

(b) in the case of a person who is not an election officer, have/her Metis
Nation membership suspended for one year.

* CORRUPT PRACTICES.

98(1) No person shall, directly or indirectly and either by himself/herself or by
another person, do any of the following:

(a) Lend, or agree to give or lend or offer or promise any money or
other valuable consideration or promise to obtain or to endeavor to
obtain any money or other valuable consideration to or for a voter or to
or for a person on behalf of a voter or to or for a person;

(i) for the purpose of persuading a voter to vote or refrain from voting
at an election;

(ii) for the purpose of rewarding a voter for having voted or refrained
from voting in an election;

(iii) for the purpose of electing a candidate as a member; or
(iv) for the purpose of persuading a voter to vote for a candidate;

(b) give or obtain or agree to give or obtain or offer or promise any office,
place, or employment or promise to obtain or endeavor to obtain any
office, place or employment to or for a voter or to for any other person;

C
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105(1) Before or during the election, no person shall knowingly make or publish a
false statement of the withdrawal of a candidate at the election for the
purpose of promoting or securing the election of another candidate.

(2) Before or during an election, no person shall knowingly make or publish any
false statement in relation to the personal character or conduct of a candidate
for the purpose of affecting the return of the candidate at the election.

106. No returning officer, supervisory deputy returning officer, deputy returning
officer or other person hose duty it is to deliver poll books or who has the
custody of a certified voter’s list, polling list or poll book shall willfully make an
alteration or insertion in or omission from or in any way willfully falsify the poll
book, voter’s list or polling list.

107. No person shall willfully and maliciously destroy, injure or obliterate, or cause
to be destroyed, injured or obliterated a poll book, voter’s list, polling list,
certificate or affidavit required for the purposes of this Act.

108(1) No deputy returning officer shalt knowingly:
(a) omit to put his/her initials on the back of a ballot paper in use for the

purposes of an election; or

(b) put on a ballot paper any word, letter, figure or mark not required by this
Act

(c) No deputy returning officer and no poll clerk shall willfully miscount the
ballots or otherwise make up a false ballot paper account and poll
statement.

109(1) If an election officer reports to the chief electoral officer that a corrupt
practice has been committed by an elected candidate, the candidates business
manager or any of his/her candidates representatives, the election of the
candidate is void.

(2) An election is void pursuant to subsection(1) regardless of whether the
corrupt practice was committed with or without actual knowledge and
consent of the candidate.

V

(3) Not with standing subsection (1), an election of a candidate is not void if the
chief electoral officer reports:

(a) No corrupt practice was committed during the election by the candidate
personally and that the corrupt practice of the candidates representative
was committed contrary to the order and without sanction or connivance
of the candidate;

V

(b) the candidate took all reasonable means for preventing the commission of
corrupt practices at the election;

(c) the corrupt practice was of a trivial, unimportant and limited character;
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109(3) (d) the evidence discloses that the election was otherwise free from any
corrupt practice on the part of the candidate and of the candidates representative and
or business manager.

110(1) Subject to subsection (2), if the chief electoral officer has inestigated and
come to the conclusion that a corrupt practice has been committed by or with
the actual knowledge and consent of a candidate;

(a) the candidate’s election, if he/she has been elected is void; and

(b) for the five years following the date of the ruling, the candidate is
disqualified from;

(i) being elected as a member to the Metis Legislative Assembly;
(ii) being entered on any voter’s List;

(iii) voting in any Local, regional, by-election or general election of the
Metis Nation of Saskatchewan.

(iv) sitting as a board member of any Metis Nation affiliate.

111(1) The penalties shall not apply if the chief electoral officer finds that;
(a) the candidate did not commit the corrupt practice with any corrupt

intent or committed the corrupt practice in ignorance; and
(b) the candidate honestly desired and in good faith tried as far as the

candidate was able to have the election conducted according to law.

(2) Any other person either than a candidate who is found guilty of a corrupt
practice is disqualified, for the five years following the date of the ruling,
from;

(a) being elected as a member to the Metis Legislative Assembly;
(b) being entered on any voter’s list;
(c) voting in any local, regional, by-election or general election of the

Metis Nation of Saskatchewan.
(d) sitting as a board member of a Metis Nation affiliate.

112. 11 an eLection is voided due to one or more corrupt practices and a second
• election is held, the chief electoral officer shall recommend to the Metis
Legislative Assembly that a new election be scheduled.

113. The election of a candidate is void if it is proved at a hearing that a candidate
personally engaged a canvasser, campaign worker, candidate’s representative
or business manager knowing that the canvasser, campaign worker,
candidate’s representative or business manager had, within five years previous
to the engagement, been;

(a) found guilty by a Court of competent jurisdiction of a corrupt practice;
(b) reported by a chief electoral officer of a corrupt practice

114(1) No person shall make a payment or contribution by or on behalf of a federal
or provincial registered political party to a Metis candidate running in a
by-election or a Metis Nation general election.

(2) A person may use an agent to make a contribution to a candidate.
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114(3) If a person receives money from another person for the purpose of making a
contribution to a candidate, that person is deemed to be an agent for the other
person;

(a) the agent shall disclose the identit of his/her principal to;
(i) the candidates business manager; and

(ii) the chief electoral officer.

(4) If a person or agent makes a contribution to a candidate in excess of S 100.00,
the candidate shall provide the chief electoral officer with a statement of all
names of, and the amount contributed by, each person/agent.

(5) A chief electoral officer may request at any time a candidate to submit a
statement pursuant to subsection (4).

(6) No candidate shall fail to comply with subsections 3 to 5.

(7) If a candidate falls to comply with subsections 3 to 5, the chief electoral officer
shall ascertain through a hearing why the candidate will not comply and
whether the candidate is guilty of a corrupt practice

(8) If found guilty of a corrupt practice pursuant to subsections 3 to 5 the
candidate will be for five years;

(a) disqualified from sitting as a member of the Metis Legislative Assembly.
(b) prevented from entering his/her name on a voter’s list;
(c) voting in a Local, regional, by-election or a general election of the Metis

Nation of Saskatchewan.
(d) sitting as aboard member of any of the regional or Provincial Metis

Nation affiliates.
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METIS NATION OF SASKTCHEWAN

METIS CITIZENSHIP A CT

PREAMBLE

WHEREAS the Metis Nation believes the preservation of Metis identi’ is ofndamentalimportance to the maintenance and development of Metis culture;
AND WHEREAS the Metis people have the collective and individual right to maintain anddevelop their unique culture and identity, include the right to identify themselves as Aboriginal orIndigenous;

AND WHEREAS the Metis Nation possesses the inherent right within the Canadian Federation todefine its own citizens including the establishment of rules of law to maintain a current Registry ofMetis people;

AND WHEREAS the Metis Nation desires that fair and consistent rules governing theidentification of its people be established in Law;

NOW THEREFORE the Metis Nation Legislative Assembly enacts the following Law:

TITLE

1. This Law may be cited as the Metis Nation Citizenship Law.

DEFINITIONS

2. In this Law, the following definitions apply:

Appeals Advocate Office means the office established under this Law to assist persons Inmaking appeals to the Appeal Board;

Appeal Board means the board established under this Law to hear appeals from theRegistrar;

Authorized MetisLocal means a Metis local listed in Schedule I;

Child includes a child adopted or a child born out of wedlock;

Minister means such member of the Metis Nation of Saskatchewan as is given
responsibility for this Law;

Registered means registered as a Metis under this Law;

Registrar means the Registrar appointed under this Law to administer the registry system
and this Law;
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Aboriginalpeople includes the people recognized in Sec:icn 35 of the Costiuto, Act
1932.

C

Metis means an Aboriginal person who self-identifies as Metis, who is distinct from
Indian and Inuit, and;

(a) is a descendant of those Metis who received or were entitled to receive
land gTants andi’or Scrip under the provision of the ManitobaAcr, 1870cr
the Dominion Landj- Act, as enacted from time to time; c

(b) A person of Aboriginal descent who is accepted by the Metis Nation.
4Jor ei.s

COMMUNITY RECOGNITION

3. (1) The Metis Nation of Saskatchewan shall recognize a person as Metis if the person
can produce historical records denoting the person as coming from a Metis
community and only if the person complies with one or more of the following
standards:

(a) the person must normally reside within the community or jurisdiction
represented by the organization;

b) the person must have expressly held themselves Out to be Metis in the
community or jurisdiction;

(c) the person is active in the Metis community or jurisdiction.

(2) The authorized Metis Nation of Saskatchewan Local must make its decision
impartially and in good faith.

(3) The Metis Nation of Saskatchewan Local must issue a card recognizing the
person.

(4) A Metis Nation of Saskatchewan Local may recognize a person as a Metis if it
receives an affidavit, from a Metis deponent who is not an immediate relative of
the person, attesting that the deponent personally knows the person to be
recognized and personally knows that the person has held himself or herself out to
be a Metis.

REGISTRATION PROCESS V

4. (1) A person who wishes to be registered as a Metis may apply to the Metis Nation of

Saskatchewan Local in Form.
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(2) The parent or guardian of a child under 16 years of age may apply for registrationon behalf of the child.

(3) The guardian of a person who is under a mental or legal disabiii’ may apply forresistration on behalf of the person.

(4) No person is obliged to apply for registration.

6. (1) In the case of an application for registration on the basis of para.3(a), the applicant
must provide historic or genealogical evidence, such as the records or documents
of a government, church or community, to show that the person is a descendant of
a Meris refeed to in that paragraph.

(2) In the case of an application for registration on the basis of paragraph 3 (b), the
applicant must provide a copy of the document of recognition issued by the Metis
Nation of Saskatchewan Local.

7. The Registrar shall review applications for registration and shall register a person as a
Metis only if:

(a) the person is entitled to be registered as a Metis; and

(b) the application is properly made.

8. (1) The Registrar shall, on request, issue a card attesting that a person who is
registered shall be recognized as being a Metis for all purposes.

(2) The card shall be in Schedule II.

9. During the [four) year period following the coming into force of this Law, the registrar
shall establish and implement a process to seek our and encourage the registration of all
persons who are entitled to be registered as Metis.

VOLUNTkRY DEREGISTRATION

10. (1) A person who is registered as a Metis maY, at any time, request to be deregistered.

(2) The Registrar shall deregister a person who, by written request, declares that he or
she no longer wishes to be registered as Metis.

(3) Deregistration under this Section S provisional for a period of one year during
which time the person may reinstate his or her registration by written request to
the Registrar.

(4) A person who has dergistered may reapply for registration.
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REGISTRY SYSTEM

11. The Registrar shall maintain a uniform system for the registration of the people of the
Mecis Nation. fl

12. (1) The following minimum information about a registered Metis shall be included in
the registry system:

(a) the person’s name;

(b) the person’s address or place of residence;

(c) the person’s date of birth;

(d) the person’s marital status and the name of any spouse;

(e) the names and dates of birth of any children of the person;

(f) the other information submitted in support of the person’s application for
registration; and

(g) such genealogical information about the person as may exist.

(2) The Registrar may collect and register additional demographic information about
registered Metis.

13. Metis who make a written request at the registrar’s office may have access only to the
names of the persons who are registered as Metis.

14. The Registrar shall cause the registry system to be kept safely by administrative, physical
and technological safeguards that are reasonable and consistent with this Law.

15. The Registrar may enter into agreements with the government of a province or territory or
with the government of Canada respecting the collection and exchange of information for
the better functioning of the registry system but may not disclose confidential information
without the consent of the registrant.

REGISTRY OFFICE

16. (1) There is hereby established the Registry Office, consisting ofi

(a) the Registrar; Metis Nation of Saskatchewan Provincial Secretary;

(b) Deputy Registrars in each local;

(c) and the staff of the Registry Office.
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(2) The Registry Office is separate arid independent from the public service of theMeris Nation but the members of the Registry Office may be considered to bemembers of the public service for the purpose of employment benefits.
(3) The Registry Office shall act impartially and in good faith in the exercise of itsfnctions.

17. (1) The Registrar shall be the elected Metis Nation of Saskatchewan ProvincialSecretary.

(2) The Registrar shall hold office for a term as set by the Metis Nation LegislativeAssembly.

(3) The Registrar may be removed from office only by the Metis Nation LegislativeAssembly under the Metis Nation of Saskatchewan Constitution.
(4) The Registrar may be re-elected.

18. The Registrar may appoint an Assistant Registrar and such other expert, technical andclerical staff to the Registry Office as is required for the proper operation of this Law.

FUNCTIONS OF THE REGISTRAR

19. (1) The Registrar, in addition to any other function set out in this Law, is responsiblefor:

(a) maintaining the registry system;

(b) administering this Law;

(c) reviewing aoplications and deciding whether a person is entitled to beregistered or not;

(d) making decisions on the voluntary deregistration of individuals;
(e) reviewing objections to the registration of individuals and decidingwhether there are sufficient grounds tojusti a hearing on the issue;
(f) ensuring that the relevant files are provided to the Appeal Board in casesof objections or appeals;

(g) Carrying out duties of Minister relating to this Law; and

(h) managing the staff of the Registry Office.

(2) The Registrar may delegate his or her functions cc an Assistant Registrar.
20. (1) The Registrar shall have a seal of office.
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(2) The sea! of office may be reproduced by the Registrar in any manner and has the
same effect whether it is manually applied or otherwise reproduced.

21. Tne Regisar shall communicate with the Metis Nation Legislative Assembly and the
Provincial Metis Council.

APPEALS BOARD

22. (1) An Appeal Board is hereby established to hear and resolve:

(a) objections to the registration of a person; and

(b) appeals from a decision of the Registrar nor to register a person.

(2) The Appeal Board shall be composed of 3 Metis Nation of Saskatchewan

Senators, 3 Provincial Metis Council members and the RegIstrar to be
recommended by Senate and Provincial Metis Council and ratified by the Metis

Nation Legislative Assembly.

23. (1) Each member of the Appeal Board shall hold office during good behaviour for a

term of three years, but may be removed for cause by the body that recommended

the appointment.

(2) A member of the Appeal Board shall hold office on a part-time basis.

(3) A member whose term expires may be re-appointed.

(4) The Apeal Board shall appoint one member of the Appeal Board to be the

Chairperson of the Appeal Board.

(5) The Appeal Board shall have an official seal, which shall be judicially noticed..

APPEALS ADVOCATE OFFICE

24. (1) The Appeals Advocate Office is hereby established to assist persons in making

appeals to the Appeal Board.

(2) The members of the Appeal Advocate Office shall be appointed by the Provincial

Metis Council and ratified by the Metis Nation Legislative Assembly.

25. (1) The Appeals Advocate Office is separate and independent from both the Registry

Office and the public service of the Metis Nation of Saskatchewan, but the

members of the public service for the purpose of employment benefits.

(2) The Appeals Advocate Office shall act impartially and in good faith in the

exercise of its functions.

26. (1) The Appeals Advocate Office shall offer its assistance free of charge to

appellants.
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(2) An appellant is not obliged to use the ser’ices of the Appeals Advocate Office.

OBJECTIONS TO REGISTRATION

27. (1) Any registered person may object to the registration of a person because theperson is not entitled to be registered.

(2) A person who wishes to make an objection to the registration of a person shallsend a written objection to the Registrar.

(3) The written objection shall:

(a) identi’ the person making the objection and set out the persons addressand telephone number;

(b) state the name of the person being objected to and the grounds of theobjection; and

(c) be dated and signed by the person making the objection.

(4) No member of the Registry Office, the Appeals Advocate Office or the AppealsBoard may make an objection under this section.

(5) Any person objecting to the registration of a person has the burden of proving thatthe person is not entitled to be registered.

(6) (a) The Registrar shall review each objection and determine whether there aresufficient grounds tojusti& the Appeal Board hearing the particular case.

(b) The Registrar shall reject any objection that is frivolous or vexatious.

(c) Where an objections to the registration of a person has been made, theRegistrar shall noti’ the person of the objection, the grounds of theobjection and; where applicable, the evidence necessary to meet theobjection.

(d) If the Registrar believes there are sufficient grounds to justify a hearingon an objection, the Registrar shall send the relevant file to the AppealsBoard for a hearing.

23. Any person whose registration is being objected to shall be given a reasonable opportunityto make representation in the case.

(1) A person who claims to be entitled to be registered but who was refusedregistration by the Registrar may request an appeal hearing before the AppealBoard.
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(2) A person who wtshes to request an appeal shall send a written request to the
Appeal Board.

(3) The written request shall:

(a) identi, the person making the appeal and set out the person’s address and
telephone number;

(b) state the grounds of the appeal; and

(c) be dated and sied by the person making the request.

29. The Appeals Board Office shall review each request for an appeal hearing and determine
whether there are sufficient grounds to justify and appeal hearing in the particular case.

30. If the Appeals Board Office believes there are sufficient grounds tojusti’ an appeal
hearing, the Office shall;

(1) send the case to the Appeals Board for a hearing; and

(2) provide notice to the appellant of the assistance of the Appeals Advocate services
in making his or her appeal to the Appeal Board.

31. No person may refer a matter or dispute to the Appeal Board regarding a decision, act or
omission of the -Registi-ar later than one year after the day the decision, act or omission was
made.

HEARING BEFORE THE APPEAL BOARD

35. (1) The procedure for the hearing of objections and appeals by the Appeal Board shall
be made and determining in accordance with such rules of procedure and may be
established by the Appeal Board.

(2) The time and place of a hearing shall be determined by the Chairperson of the
Appeals Board.

36. (1) A panel of the Appeals Board shall;

(a) consider each objection or appeal referred to it on the basis of the file and
the submissions of the parties; and

(b) determine whether the person should be deregistered or registered, as the
case may be.

(2) An appeal from the Registrar’s decision not to register a person shall be by way of
a new hearing on the merits and the Board may hear new evidence.

,Th
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37. (I) The Appeal Board shall decide any matter referred to it on the basis of an oralhearing, unless the parties aee that the decision be made on the basis of writtensubmissions only.

(2) The Appeal Board may, with the consent of the parties, resolve any matter by anycusromari method of resolving disputes.

(3) The ADpeal Board may, with determine the admissibilii, relevance and weight ofevidence in proceedings before it.

(4) The Appeal Board has, as regards the attendance, swearing and examination ofwitnesses, the production and inspection of documents, the enforcement of itsorders and other matters necessaiy or proper for the due exercise of its
jurisdiction, all such powers, rights and privileges as are vested in a superior courtof record.

33. (1) The decision of a panel of the Appeal Board in a matter is a decision of theAppeal Board.

(2) The Appeal Board may appoint a person to inquire into and report on any matterbefore making a decision on it.

(3) The Appeal Board shall sit and determine proceedings before it with an odd
number of members.

39. A decision of the majority of the members conducting a hearing is a decision of the
Appeal Board.

40. . (1) Decisions of the Appeal Board must be in writing, signed by the person chiring
the hearing or by an officer designated by the Board to do so.

(2) The Appeal Board may give reasons for its decision, and shall do so if a party to
the proceedings requests them before, or within 14 days after, the date of its
decision.

(3) A decision of the Appeal Board, or the reasons for a decision, purporting to be
signed by a person chairing the hearing or by an officer designated to sign it is
admissible a evidence of the decision without proof of the appointment of those
persons or their signatures.

(4) The Appeal Board shall send copies of its decision to the parties and to other
persons that it considers to be directly affected by the decision.

41. The Registrar shall take whatever steps are necessary to implement the decision of the
Appeals Board.

42. Ever! order or decision of the Appeal Board is final and binding and is not subject to
further appeal.
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43. The decisions of the Appeal Board are subject to judicial review for breach of
fundamental justice.

44. (1) Every member of the Registry Office and the Appeals Advocate Office shall keep
the information obtained under this Law about an individual confidential.

(2) No member of the Registry Office or the Appeals Advocate Office shall, unless
authorized under this Law;

(a) communicate, or allow to be communicated, to any person any
information obtained under this Law; or

(b) allow any person to inspect or have access to any records containing
information obtained under this Law.

(3) The following releases of information are authorized:

(a) the publication or provision of information of a general statistical nature
that does not disclose information about an individual;

(b) the publication or provision of information about an individual with the
written consent of the individual; and

(c) the publication or provision of the name of an individual who is
registered.

45. The Registrar may collect, collate, publish and distribute such statistical information
regarding registered Métis as he or she may consider to be necessary or advisable in the
interests of the Métis Nation

OFFENCES

46. It is an offence for a person to furnish false information in an application for registration.

47. It is an offence for a member of the Registry Office or Appeals Advocate Office to breach
the duty of confidentiality.

ANNUAL REPORT

43. Within 60 days following the end of each calendar year, the Registrar shall deliver a report
to the Provincial Métis Council, to be submitted to the Métis Nation Legislative Assembly.

OTHER PROViSIONS

49. Any member of the Registry Office, Appeals Advocate Office, or the Appeal Board, or a
person acting on their beha!f
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(I) is not personally liable for anything done or intended in good faith to be done inthe exercise or purported exercise of a power or duty under this Law; and
(2) is not required to give evidence, in a civil action to which the me.ber or persàn isnot a pai, respecting anything done in the exercise of such a power or dury.

50. The members of the Registry Office, Appeals Advocate Office or the Appeal Board shall,before taking offlee, take an oath of offlce, in Schedule LI, before a Senator of the MétisNation of Saskatchewan

5 1. The remuneration and employment benefits of the members of the Registry Office, AppealAdvocate Office and the Appeals Board shall be established by the Métis Nation ofSaskatchewan’s Finance Committee.

52. The time limits in this Law for the doing of anything may be waived on consent.

COMING LNTO FORCE

53. This Law shall come into force on

_____________________________________

Mcrb atioa ofSskttcbcw2fl Mctk Ctiz ship Act Draft June 1. 1997 Pac 12/13



SCHEDULE I

LIST OF AUTHORIzED METIS NATION OF SASKATCHEW LOCALS

SCHEDULE II

FORMS and CARDS

OATH OF OFFICE

I , do solemnly swear/affirm that I willfaithfully and honestlyfiflhl my
duties under the Métis Nation Registry Low and that I will keep information obtained in the course ofmy
duties under this Law about an individual confidential.

J’/

.1 H-
U

L

I
..i[I ftU

(
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Page 1.
An Act to provide for the division of the Mti Nation ofSaskatchewan into Regional boundaries.

SHORT TITLE AND INTERPRETATtON.

1. This Act may be cited as “The Regional Boundaries Act, 197.”
2. In this act:

a) ‘Census” means a census conducted by Statistics Canada.b) “Chairprson” means the chairperson of the commission.c) “Commission” means a Regional Boundaries commissionestablished by the Metis Legislative Assembly.d) “Dividing Line” means the line that:
i) divides Saskatchewan into a Northern Area and SouthernArea.

e) “Member” means a member of the commission.f) “Metis Enumeration’ means the Metis enumeration conducted bythe Metjs Nation of Saskatchewan.g) ‘Northern Population” means that part of the total populationwhich is North of the dividing line as estimated by acommission -

h) “Recognized Member of the Metis Legislative Assembly” meansa member of the Metis legislative Assembly.i) ‘Regional population quotient” means the regional populationquotient calculated.
j) “Total population” means the total Metis population ofSaskatchewan as determined according to the Census that acommission is established to consider.

COMMISSION ESTABLISHMENT AND MEMBERSHIP.

3(1) The Metis Legislative Assembly shall establish a RegionalBoundaries Commission in accordance with this act for thecensus taken in 1991 and for each each census taken everytenth year after 1991 and the Metis Enumeration.

(2) The commission shall consider and report on readjustments ofthe representation of the population of Saskatchewan in theMetis Legislative Assembly to be made based on the CanadianCensus and the Metis Enumeration.

4(1) For the 1991 census, the Secretary of the Provincial MetisCouncil shall obtain a copy of the part of the census showingthe total population from Statistics Canada as soon as it ispracticable after this a:t comes into force.
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4(2) The Provincial Meis Council shall establish a commission
within 30 days oP receiving notice from the Metis Legislative
Assambly and that the Secretary has obtained a copy of the
information mentioned in subsection 1.

(3) The Metis Legislative Assembly may extend the 30 day period
prescribed in this section for establishing a commission for
an additional 30 days.

5(1) Each commis;io hall consist of;
(a) A chairperson; and
(b) two members of the Metis Nation of Saskatchewan.

(2) The Mtis Legislative Assembly shall appoint a chairp;rson.
(3) AFter consultation with the leaders of the Provinci.1 Mtis

Council and any recognized member of the Metis Legislative
Assembly, the Metis Legislative Assembly sh1J apoint as the
members in clause 5(lb) persons who:
(a) Are members of the Metis Nation of Saskatchewan.
(b) Not inelible pursuant to section 8.

6(1) A commission may appoint one of its members as deputy
chairperson of the commission.

(2) The deputy chairperson shall act as the chairperson if;
(a) the chairperson is absent or unable to act; or
(b) the office of the chairperson is vacant.

7(1) A vacancy in the membership of a commission does not impair
the right of the remaining members to act.

(2) If a vacancy in the membership occurs, whether through
inability to act, resignation or otherwise, the Provincial
Metis Council may fill the vancany by appointing to the
commission another person who;
(a) is a member of the Metis Nation of Saskatchewan.
(b) is not ineligible pursuant to section 8.

(3) The Provincial Metis Council shall consult with the leaders of
the Metis Legislative Assembly before making an appointment
pursuant to subsection (2).

(4) The Secretary of the Provincial Metis Council shall cause a
notice of the appointment to be published in a letter as soon
as is reasonably practicable after the appointment.

8. The following persons are ineligible to be appointed to a
commission;
(a) a member of the Metis Nation Senate.
(b) a member of the provincial Metis Council.
(c) a member of the Metis legislative Assembly.
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9(1) Each member is entitled to an allowance that is to b3 fixed bythe Metis Legislative Assembly.

(2) Each member is entitled to be reimbursed for reasonable livin
and travelling expenses that a member incurs while:
(a) absent from the memb:r’ crciinary residence; and
(b) in the course of fulfilling the member’s duties as a

member of the commission.

iO( 1) A commission is not an agent of the Metis Nation of
Saskatchewan.

(2) No member is, in the members capacity as a member of the
commission, an employee of a Provincial or Regional Metis
Nation of Saskatchewan affiliate.

11(1) T4ithin 30 days of the appointment of a commission, the
secretary of the Metis Nation of Saskatchewan shall provide
the chairperson with a copy of that part of the Census with
respect to which the commission is established showing the
total population.

(2) The Secretary shall certify the copy of that part of the
census provided to the chairperson.

12(1) On recjept of the certified copy of that part of the census
showing the total population, the oommi.:5:ion shall prepare,
in accordance with this act, an interim report containing the
commission’s reccomendations respecting regional boundaries.

(2) In fixing the boundaries of the proposed regions, a
commission shall;
(a) divide the area of Saskatchewan North of the dividing

line into

_________

regions.
(b) divide the area of Saskatchewan south of the dividing

line into

_________

regions.

(2) In a commission’s interim report and final report, the
commission’s reccomendations respecting regional boundaries
shall include:
(a) boundary descriptions for each proposed region; and
(b) the proposed name of each proposed region.
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r O2Ot respecting proposed regions south of

th dividing line, a commission shall establish a regional
population quotient in accordance with subsection (2).

(2) The regional population quotient is to be calculated in
accordance with the following formula:
RP a = TP - N P

12

where:
RPQ is the regional population quotient;
TP is the total population; and
NP is the northern population.

14(1) In determing the area to be included in a proposed region
south f th dividing line and in fixing the boundaries of
that region, a commission shall ensure that the population of
each proposed region is, as nearly as possible, equal to the
Regional Population Quotient

(2) A commission may depart from the requirements of
subsection (1) where, in its opinion, it is necessary to do
so because of:
(a) special geographic considerations, including;

Ci) Sparsity, deny or relative rates of growth of
population in various regions south of the dividing
line;

(ii) accesibility to the regions.
(iii) the size and shape of the regions.

(b) a special community of interests or diversity of
interests of persons residing in regions south of the
dividing line; or

(c) physical features of regions south of the dividing line.

(3) A commission flh1. ufl:3UC that the population of each region
south of the dividing line remains within 5%, either more or
less, of the regional population quotient.

(4) A commission shall fix as the boundaries of the regions north
of the dividing line.

15(i) For the purpose of preparing the report a commission and each
member of the commission have powers;

(2) A commission may:
(a) employ any technical advisers and other staff, including

a secretary to the commission, that the commission
considers necessary;

(b) subject to the approval of the Metis Legislative
Assembly, set the salaries, rates of reimbursing the
expenses and conditions of employment of any technical
advisers and staff it employs; and
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1S(2)(c) do any other thing that it considers necessary to fufilits duties under this act.

commission may request tnat the Chier Elecoral Orfcarprovide any information possessed by his or her office andany other assistance that the commission consid:rs nees3aryand the Chjf Electoral Officer shall comply with any
reasonable request.

Sç1) A commission may make rules to regulate its proceedings andconduct its business.

(2) In its rules a commission may provide that one or more of itsmembers may conduct an inquiry or hearing.

17(1) A commission may hold hearings at the times and places thatit considers appropriate to conduct its business.

(2) A commission shall notify members of the Metis Nation of
Saskatchewan of the time and place of each of its hearingsby letter or advertisng in a newspaper having general
circulation in that part oF Saskatchewan where the hearingswill be held at least 30 days before the hearing.

(3) A commission shall include the following in the letter oradvertisement;
(a) a map or drawing in a form and with the detail

satisfactory that shows;
(I) the regions proposed by the commission.

(ii) the name and population of each proposed region; and

(b) a schedule in a. form and with the detail satisfactory to
the commission showing the boundaries of each proposed
region.

18(1) Every person who wishes to make a presentation to the
commission at a hearing shall notify the secretary to thecommission in writing of the following.

(a) the name and address of the person making the
presentation;

V

(b) a concise summary of the presentation;

(2) person who wishes to make a presentation shall provide thewritten notice at least 15 days before the date of the
hearing.
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19(1) A commission shall prepare an interim report within three
months after the date the commisoi’ii was established.

(2) Notwithstanding subsection (1) the Provincial Metis Council
or the Mtjs Legislative Assembly may extend the time to
prepare an imterim report at the request of a commission for
an additional period not exceeding three months.

(3) As soon as is practicable after comp!.oi .ig the interim report
required by this section, a commission shall:

(a) file with the provincial Metis Council a copy of N
report, certified by the chairperson; and

(b) publish in a letter and one or more newspapers having
general circulation in all or any part of Saskatchewan a
notice stating:
(i) a copy of the interim report has been filed with the

Provincial Metis Council and the date of the filing;
(ii) public hearings will be held by the commission to

allow presentations with respect to the interim
report and the locations and the dates of those
hearings.

20(1) A commission may hold hearings at the times and places it
considers appropriate to allow presentations with respect to (its interim report.

(2) Ir addition to the notice required by clause 19(3)(b), a
commission shall notify thc. meiibrs of the Metis Nation of
Saskatchewan of the time and place of its hearings by
advertising in a newspaper having general circulation in that
part of Saskatchewan where the hearing will be held at least
30 days before the hearing.

21(1) The Provincial Metis Council;

(a) make a copy of an interim report filed pursuant to clause
19(3)(a) available for public inspection during the
normal business hours of the Metis Nations for at least
10 days.

(b) provide a copy without charge to every member of the
Metis Legislative Assembly and to each person who was a
candidate nominated at the last general election who
requests a copy.

22(1) After hearing and considering the presentations made to it at
the hearings conducted pusuant to section 20, the commission
shall prepare a final report

1’(2) commission shall prepare the final report within six months ‘J
after the date it was established.
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22(3) Notwithstanding subsection (2), the Provincial Meti Councj
or the Metjs Legisaltive saemb1y my extend the time to
prepare a final report t the repuest of a commission for an
additional period not exceeding three months.

(4)s soon as is practicable after completing th final report,
a commission shall ubrnit the final report to;

(a) the Provincial MotiS Council.
(b) Members of the Metis Legislative ssembly.
(c) make the report available for public inspections during

normal business hours of the Metis Nation of
Saska..

(5) If the commission submits the final report to the Metis
Legislative Assembly the commission is deemed to have laid
the report before the Metis Legislative Assembly.

23(1) If the Metjs Legislative Assembly, by resolution, approves or
approves with alterations the proposals of the commission as
set out in its final report, the member whom for the t;
being the administration of the portfolio assigned shall at
the same time introduce a bill to amend the Metis Nation
of Saskatchewan constitution for the establishment of new
regions.

(2) The amendment if it is enacted shall be issued before the
next Metis Nation of Saskatchewan Annual general Assembly
to recjeve final approval.

(c

•.•“ .

‘( L.J
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SASKA TCHEWAN MET1S ELECTIONS COMMISSION

November 1998

As the Chairperson of the Saskatchewan Metis Elections Commission, 1 am
pleased to introduce the report on the Saskatchewan Metis Provincial Election
held in February 1998.

Upon reflection, I am proud to say that an unbiased and democratic election was
-held, with the results the choice of the Metis people.

I would like to take this opportunity to say thank you... to the many volunteers
who gave so generously of their time to ensure that these elections could be
handled in the most efficient and professional manner.

These special individuals took time from their own busy schedules to perform the
many countless tasks it takes to make a success of this election. These
dedicated Metis helped to answer telephones, assist with election tallies, stuff
envelopes, prepare ballot boas and countless other necessary tasks that were
required to make the election run smoothly.

Truly, this shows the strength, pride and self-determination of our people and our
Nation.

Sincerely,
975I

Senator Nora Ritchie
Chairperson
Metis Elections Commission



METIS NATION OF SASKATC}IEWAN
OFFICIAL CANDIDATES LIST

issued by the office of the
Chief Electoral Officer

PRESIDENT

Clem Chartier
Mr. Jim Durocher
Mr. Warren Gervais
Mr. Claude Petit
Mr. Frank Petit

‘[ICE PRESIDENT

JANUARY 23, 1998 2:00 P.M.
Mr. Emile Janvier
Mr. Alex McCallum
Mr. Barry Toulej our

NTflT

Don Favel
ACCLAMATION

WRI

Mr. Kevin McDonald
Mr. Lewis Turcotte
Mr. Dan Welsh

ERI

Mr. Dale McAuley
Mr. Donald McKay

ERR

fl

Mr; Martin Aubichon
Mi Murray Hamilton

TREASURER

Mr. Rodney Laliberte
Mr. Leon McAuley
Mr. Allan Morin
Mr. Morley Norton

Mr. Guy Bouvier
Mi. Alex Moth

WRIA

Mr. Ralph Kennedy
Ms. Myrtle Racette
Mr. Chad Sayers

WRIT

Ms. Helen Johnson
Ms. Gloria Shmyr

ERIIA

Mr.John Robert Lafontaine
Mr. Garry Martin
Mr. Lawrence Pelletier
Mr. Myles Pelletier

SECRETARY

Mr. Robert Doucette
Ms. May Henderson
Mr. Leonard McCallum
Ms. Lisa McCallum
Mr. David E. Ross

Mr. Merril Fiddler
Mr. Norman McKay
Mr. Peter Rudyck
Ms. Annette Smith

WRHA

ERITI

Mr. Leebert Poias
Mr. James Parisien

R1

Mr. Clarence DeBruyne
Mr. Robert Mercredi
Mr. Al Rivard

NRII

Mr. Philip Chartier
Mr. Kim Hansen

Mr. Francis Fisher
Mr. Paul Harper
Ms. Victoria Polsfut
Mr. Edward Prescott
Mr. Randy Smith
Mr. Wayne Trotchie

WRIJI

Mr. Maurice Aubichon



March09, 1998

President:
Vice-President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Area Directors:

Northern Region I (LaRonge):

Northern Region U (Buffalo Narrows):

Northern Region III (lie a Ia Crosse):

Eastern Region I (Cumberland House):

Eastern Region U (Archerwill)

Eastern Region UA (Yorkton):

Eastern Region III (Ft. Qu’Appelle):

Western Region I (Meadow Lake):

Western Region IA: (North Battleford):

Western Region U: (Prince Albert):

Western Region UA (Saskatoon):

Western Region UI (Regina)

(101 votes)

(231 votes)

(acclamation)

(152 votes)

(216 votes)

(Unofficial poll results
remain. Pending
investigation)

(151 votes)

(437 votes)

(326 votes)

(411 votes)

(232 votes)

(628 votes)

METIS NATION OF SASKATCHEWAN
General Election ‘98

AMENDIvfENT
The Official Resuks released by the Office of the Chief Electoral Officer

EARL A.

The following is the official results for the Métis Nation of Saskatchewan Election ‘98:

Poll Results
(3000 votes)
(3362 votes)
(1995 votes)
(2620 votes)

Clem Chartier
Murray Hamilton
Robert Doucette
Allan Morin

Al Rivard

Philip Chartier

Don Favel

Dale McAuley

Helen Johnson

Myles Pelletier

Leebert Poitras

Guy Bouvier

Ralph Kennedy

Peter Rudyck

Wayne Trotchie

Maurice Aubichon
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FICHE

HUMPHRIES Ronald P. Piché B.A., B.A.Uour.), LLB. Kim R. Humphries B.A., LLB.
Barristers & Solicitors Dwayne G. Roth LLB. ‘ Clark R. McKay LLB. *

November 26, 1998

Metis Nation Legislative Assembly
Fall 1998 Sitting
PRINCE ALBERT, Saskatchewan

Dear Sirs/Mesdames

RE: Metis Election Commission (MEC) Report

I am pleased to have been a part of the 1998 Metis election. This
was a valuable learning process for me and I would like to thank
all those people who contributed to that.

This was only the second election since we adopted self-
governing Constitution in 1993. As such, I assisted the Commission
in drafting full written reasons for the election appeals. They
will hopefully form a basis for future decisions of the MEC. I am
also hopeful that they will be added to and evolve as we grow as a
sel f-governing nation.

It is important to keep in mind that the MEC is only the first part
of the elections appeal process. As you are aware Article 8,
section 7(g) states:

The decisions of the Commission shall be final and binding,
subject to the right of appeal to the Metis Nation Legislative
Assembly, which decision shall be final and binding.

Thus, you have the final say regarding the election appeals. A
number of candidates have appealed the decisions of the MEC and you
are to deal with them at this Assembly. There are a few things you
should keep in mind as you decide how you are going to deal with
the appeals.

The Constitution, the Elections Act, and the elections regulations
are all silent with respect to the procedure to be used by this
Assembly when dealing with appeals. As such, there is no set
procedure and you will have to decide which procedure you will use.

Rules of Natural Justice dictates that each Appellant should have
an opportunity to be heard. In the past the Assembly only dealt
with one appeal. The Appellant was Bernice Nammersmith and the
Assembly allowed her to make a presentation. The Assembly then
dealt with it by way of a simple motion. This took place at the

‘S.—.-,

_______________________________

A Full Service Firm
Lakeview Place Phone: (306) 955-7667 Meadow Lake Exchange:(306) 236-3559
#207 - 3502 Taylor Street East Fax: (306) 955-7727 Prince Albert Exchange: (306) 763-4111
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan (fNhevaw)
S7H 5H9



Metis Nation Legislative Assembly held on October 11, 1995 at the C)
Saskatoon Inn. The following are the minutes of that event:

MOTION #4: TO ACCEPT THE REPORT OF THE SENATE/ELECTIONS
COMMISSION, PRESENTED BY CHIEF ELECTORAL OFFICER
EARL PELLETIER.

MOVED BY: Clifford Laroque, Regina #33
SECONDED BY: Henry Cummings, Saskatoon #11
MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION #5: TO REJECT ELECTION APPEAL OF MS. BERNICE
HAMMERSMITH.

MOVED BY: Maurice Aubichon, WRIII
SECONDED BY: Millie Blyan, Pierceland #71
MOTION CARRIED.

AMENDMENT: ELECTIONS COMMITTEE CONSIST OF 6
REPRESENTATIVES (2 NORTHERN - 2 SOUTHERN
- 2 CENTRAL)

MADE BY: Robert Doucette, WRIIA

MOTION #7: TO DESTROY ALL 1995 ELECTION BALLOTS.
MOVED BY: Henry Cummings, Saskatoon #7
SECONDED BY: Barry Robertson #269
MOTION CARRIED.

Whatever the Assembly decides to do, keep in mind that you have the
power to enact rules and resolutions governing this process as
provided in Article 2, section 3. You are also the final and
binding authority to rule on these appeals. I recommend that you
pass a resolution which sets out how you will deal with election
appeals. Here are your options:

i) Re-hear all the evidence.

This means that you would allow both sides to make
presentations, you would then decide which facts are true
and then decide whether to uphold the MEC decision.

ii) Hear only submissions regarding the MEC’s conclusions.

This means that you will accept the facts that the MEC
uncovered but you will hear how both sides believe that
on those facts the MEC came to the wrong conclusion.
This is how appeals are dealt with in the Canadian legal
system. The appeal courts do not change the facts found
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by the trial courts as the trial courts is in the better
position to determine the facts.

iii) Dismiss the appeal without hearing argument.

This means that you accept the facts uncovered by the
MEC, and you adopt its decision and you do not need to
hear from anybody to come to that decision. This option
is used in the Canadian justice system as well in
situations where there is no questions that the lower
court decision is proper. For example, the Supreme Court
of Canada declines to hear appeals or dismisses appeals
without hearing argument on a regular basis.

By invoking your powers found in Article 2, section 3 to set the
procedure you will use to come to your final and binding decision,
when dealing with the election appeals pursuant to Article 8,
section 7(g) you will be in compliance with the Constitution.

Thank you.

Yours truly,

PICHE HUMPHRIES

Per: Dwayne (Trudeau) C. Roth
Barrister and Solicitor
DGR:am



Métis Nation Elections Office ‘98
• 219 Robin Crescent
Saskatoon, SK S7L 6M8

Telephone (306) 933-9394 Fax: (306) 955-0274

March23, 1998

Mr. Ralph Kennedy
1872 St. Laurent Drive
North Battleford, Saskatchewan
S9A2A7

Dear Mr. Kennedy:

We are in receipt of your letter dated March 02, 1998. Unfortunately, nothing in your letter
constitutes a statement requesting an appeal of decision of the Chief Electoral Officer pursuant to
Regulation XXXI, Section I.

However, we have forwarded your concerns to the Métis Nation Legislative Assembly for their
review as this is a matter within their jurisdiction.

Métis Election Commission

Per:

Nora Ritchie
Chairperson



Métis Nation Elections Office ‘98
219 Robin Crescent

Saskatoon, SK S7L 6M8
Telephone (306) 933-9394 Fax: (306) 955-0274

March23, 1998
-

Mr. Edward Prescott
Box 803
Martensville, Saskatchewan
SOK2TO

Dear Mr. Prescott:

We are in receipt ofyour letter faxed March 22, 1998. We are conducting appeals on March 28th and29th, 1998. Unfortunately, nothing in your letter constitutes a statement requesting an appeal of
decision ofthe Ch.iefElectoral Officer pursuant to Regulation XXXt, Section 1. We aee that none
of the elections for any Area Directors were conducted according to the MNS Election Act. This
election was conducted pursuant to the Métis Nation of Saskatchewan Election Regulations.
However, we have forwarded your concerns to the Métis Nation Legislative Assembly for their ( )review as this is a matter within their jurisdiction.

Métis Election Commission

Per:

Nora Ritchie
Chairperson



Métis Nation Elections Office ‘98
219 Robin Crescent

Saskatoon, SK S7L 6M8
Telephone (306) 9339394 Fax: (306) 955-0274

March23, 1998

Ms. Gloria Shmyr
Box 491
Melfort, Saskatchewan
SOE lAO

Dear Ms. Shmyr:

Please be advised that the Chief Electoral Officer forwarded an undated handwritten letter from
yourself, for our review. We are conducting election appeals on March 28th and 29th, 1998.
Unfortunately, nothing in your letter constitutes a statement requesting an appeal. The official
recount was completed by the ChiefElectoral Officer on March 7th and gth, 1998. Nothing in the
Constitution or the Election Regulations authorize us to conduct a further recount.

Métis Election Commission

Per:

Nora Ritchie
Chairperson
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Métis Nation Elections Office ‘98
219 Robin Crescent

Saskatoon, SK S7J 0V9
Telephone (306) 933-9394 Fax: (306) 955-0274

March 23, 1998

Mr. Gary Martin
Box94
Yorkton, Saskatchewan
S3N2V6 (,)
Dear Mr. Martin:

This will acknowledge receipt of the election appeal dated March 20, 1998 with subsequent
attachments. As you may be aware the results of the Yorkton poll remain unofficial

pending a police investigation. As there are no official results to appeal we are not

prepared to entertain your appeal at this time. Once the results are official you may again

file an appeal to the Commission within 14 days of the results.

Métis Election Commission

Per:

Nora Ritchie
Chairperson

()



Métis Nation Elections Office ‘98
219 Robin Crescent

Saskatoon, SK S7J 0V9
Telephone (306) 933-9394 Fax: (306) 955-0274

March 23, 1998

Mr. Robert Lafontaine
lOB Ashwood Place
Yorkton, Saskatchewan
S3N 2N2

Dear Mr. Lafontaine:

This will acknowledge receipt of the election appeal dated March 22, 1998 with
subsequent attachments. As you may be aware the results of the Yorkton poll remain
unofficial pending a police investigation. As there are no official results to appeal we
are not prepared to entertain your appeal at this time. Once the results are official you
may again file an appeal to the Commission within 14 days of the results.

Métis Election Commission

Per:

Nora Ritchie
Chairperson



Métis Nation Elections Office ‘98
219 Robin Crescent

Saskatoon, SK S7J 0V9
Telephone (306) 933-9394 Fax: (306) 955-0274

DATE: March 23, 1998

TO: Western Region HA Council - ATTENTION: Wayne Trotchie

RE: Appeal

This will acknowledge receipt of the election appeal notice for Western Region hA
Regional Council. Unfortunately, the Regulations limit the right to appeal to candidates
pursuant to Regulation XXXI, Section I:

A candidate may appeal a decision of the Chief Electoral Officer after a
recount by filing a statement requesting an appeal with the Métis Election
Committee within fourteen (14) days of the recount.

However, we have forwarded your concerns to the Métis Nation Legislative Assembly
for their review.

ED

Métis Election Commission
Per:

Nora Ritchie
Chair Person

0



Métis Nation Elections Office ‘98
219 Robin Crescent

Saskatoon, SK S7J 0V9
Telephone (306) 933-9394 Fax: (306) 955-0274

DATE: March 23, 1998

TO: Attention: Mr. Cam McCannell

RE: Election Appeal by the
Regional Council of Presidents for Western Region lii

This will acknowledge receipt of the election appeal for Regional Council of Presidents
for Western Region Ill. Unfortunately, the Regulations limit the right to appeal to
candidates pursuant to Regulation XXXI, Section I:

A candidate may appeal a decision of the Chief Electoral Officer after a
recount by filing a statement requesting an appeal with the Métis Election
Committee within fourteen (14) days of the recount.

However, we have forwarded your concerns to the Métis Nation Legislative Assembly
for their review.

Métis Election Commission

Per

Nora Ritchie
Chairperson

cc. WRIt! Regional Council



‘ HUMPHRIES
Barrister & So&itors

R”izld R Pkhi B.A., LLB. Kmber1ey R. Humphries B.A., LLB. Dwayne G. Roth ua. t

March 24, 1998 TELECOPIED
(1—306—352—7339)

Walker Singer McCannell
1872 Angus Street
REGINA, Saskatchewan
S4T 1Z4

ATTENTION: Mr. Cameron I. McCannell

Dear Sir:

RE: Election Appeal -

Regional Council of Presidents for Western Region III

Please be advised that I am legal council for the Metis ElectionsCommission (MEC). They are forwarding the enclosed letter byregular mail however, I am advising you of same out of professionalcourtesy.

As you may be aware, the deadline for appeals is 14 days from therecount pursuant to the Election Regulations. The recount wasconducted on March 7 & 8, 1998, thus the deadline was to expire onMarch 22, 1998. As said date falls on a Sunday, the NEC extendedthe deadline to Monday, March 23, 1998 at 12:00 noon.

Nothing in your client’s appeal package indicates that it is anappeal by Mr. Maurice Aubichon. On the contrary I note thatSection 3 of the Resolution states:

(3) That this resolution and motion be entered
with any Appeal Commission lawfully
constituted in accordance with the
Constitution of the Metis Nation of
Saskatchewan as an appeal of the election
results as an appeal of the Regional Council
of Western Region III of the Metis Nation of
Saskatchewan with the requested remedy as
moved.

Despite the above, Mr. Aubichon sent me the enclosed fax after thedeadline informing me that said appeal is brought on his behalf.Unfortunately, same was not communicated to the Commission withinthe proscribed deadline. Thus, since the Regional Council ofPresidents for Western Region III is not a “candidate” it does not

A Full Service Firm
‘iew Place

Phone: (306) 955.773502 TayLor Sireet East
Fax: (306) 955.7727zroon, Saskatchewan
(tNehrow)5H9



Mr. Cameron I. McCanuel].
Page 2
March 24, 1998

have a right of appeal and therefore, the MEC will not hear this
appeal.

Please be advised that the NEC does not despute the power of a
Regional Council to dissolve locals but such decision must be
ratified by the Metis Nation Legislative Assembly pursuant to
Article 7, Section 4 of the Metis Nation of Saskatchewan
Constitution. As such, the NEC will forward your client’s
resolution to the Assembly.

I trust this is satisfactory but should you have any questions or
comments, please do not hesitate to call.

Thank you.

Yours truly,

PICBE KUMPHRIES
\J !Jl 4’

• \;/f
Per:—Dwayne (Trudeau) G. Roth

Barrister and Solicitor

DGR:am C)Ends.
cc: Metis Elections Commission

0



Métis Elections Commission ‘98
219 Robin Crescent

Saskatoon, 5K S7J 0V9

Telephone: (306) 933-9394 Fit: (306) 955-0274

Appeal of Alex Morin

RULING

Mr. Alex Moth brings this appeal as a candidate for the Regional Recresentadve for WesternRegion I. The official results of the Metis Nation. of Saskatchewan Election, 1998 indicate thatMr. Gtay Bouvier won, the election for this position..

Mr. Moth. advances two grounds of appeal. First, be ailezes that Mr. Bouvier failed to kea leave of absence from his position as Regional Representative prior to the election andtherefore, he ought to forfeit his position pursuant to ARTICLE 8, Section. 13 of the MerisNation. of Saskatchewan (vS) Constitution. Alternatively, Mr. Moth argues that there wereothg irregularities at the Meadow Lake poWng station sufflcient enough to warrant a regionalby-election.

1. Guy Bnuvier’s Leave of Absence

As the inc.imbenr Regional Renresenradve, Mr. Bouvier was recuired to rake a leave of absencepursuant to ARTICLE 8, Section. 9 of the Conszituon. That section stares:

• When norrfndons close all candidates shall take a leave of absence for anyected :DSiDr. cn the Proviclal Métis Council of the Métis Nation. LegislativeAssebly or any salaried position. with the Organization, or its subsidiary bodies.The Provincial Métis Council members and any person who has a salariedposition with, the Organization shall continu to receive their salary while they areon, such leave of absence.

A failure to rake such leave of absence will result in the forfeinire of such elected position. asstated in. ARTICLES, Section 13:

Any candidate who’s election has been appealed under Section. 7(f) and has beenfound guilty by the Métis Elections Coririfssion. of violating Section. 9 shallforfeit such elected position with a right of appeal to the Métis Nation Legislative
Assembly, which decision shalt be final and binding.
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The Commission would not hesitate to invoke Section 13 where circumstances warrant. This
provision etists to deter unfair advantage and abuse of resources available to an incumbent
candidate. This levels the playing- field as it were. However, we beLieve that this is a
subsnr1 remedy which we would only invoice in arrong cases with clear evidence of a
candidate’s failure to cake leave.

Mr. Moth primarily makes three aile2adons in suovorr of his appeal. He takes issue with:

i) Use of the Local Métis Office;
ii) Advertising for a Community Justice Worker position: and
iii) Pre-siing cheques for the Development Corporation to use while he

was on leave.

1) Use of Local Office

Mr. Moth alleges that be saw Mr. Bouviers vehicle outside the local oc: six times during
the leave period. He also provided sworn Affidavits of Guelda Wood and Brad Scevenoc who

- stare that Mr. Bou’vier contacted them by telephone from, the local office.

However, we find that Mr. Bouvier provided reasonable resvonses to these allegations. He
testified under oath that his camaign office was located in the same building as the local office
and provided a rent rec:icc to verify same. Hence, his vehicle was outside the building but he
was not necessarily inside the local office. He admitted to the phone calls but stated that he
phoned said indivi4uals earlier and they were simoly tying to get a hold of him. He states for
e’cample, that he phoned Mr. Scevenoc from. his residence and Mr. Stevenoc returned his call by
phoning the local office loong for him. The person who answered found Mr. Bouvier and
gave him the phone.

if Adverrisin for a Community Justice Worker

Mr. Moth provided newspaper advertisements for a job posting in the Meadow Lake newspaper
during the leave period. He also provided Mr. Bouvier’s advertisement wherein he announces
his candidacy. Both advertisements were published about the same rime.

Mr. Bouvier admict d that he was £nsumeural in initiating the Community Justice Program and
creating the Community Justice Worker position. However, he testified that the did not
participate in this program during the leave period. He provided an Affidavit from Robert
LaRcccue who confirmed:

The interviews for the Community Justice Worker Program was held in Meadow
Lake, Sasic. Ott Friday, February 27, 1998, Mr. Guy Bouvier did act participate
in the interview, nor did he cake part in any decisions made at prior meetings.

(
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during his Leave of absence when the decision was made. co advertise the positionin the locnl ewsuaer.

The interviews were conducted by Mr. Robert LaRccue and Mr. Lance LaRose.

iii) Pre-inin Checues

Mr. Moth alleges that Mr. Bouvier signed checues for the region’s Development Corporationbefore caking leave and that these checues were issued during the leave period. We are notconvinced that this was improper. Mr. Bouvier contacted the Chief Electoral Officer (CEO) ona number of cccassions to seeic clarification of the limits on his activities during the leaveperiod. The CEO advised him in writing on February 10, 1998 that “it is reasonable to assumethat business does not shut down during our election time line.’ The CEO further advised us
•

. that he cold candidates to pre-si cheques for use during the leave period.

We are therefore unable to invoke the Section 13 remedy recuested by Mr. Morin.

2. Votjng Irrei1arft!es

Mr. Morin provided Affidavits of scrurineers alleging voting irregularities at the Meadow Lakepolling station. It is our belief that ever, Métis person has the right to vote in our elections.However, due to a lack of cial resources and the lack of naming for the Deputy RetutningOfficers we found that the present system has inherent problems. Therefore, we would onlyinvoke the etteme remedy of rejecting the results of an entire poll in clear cases where we arenot confident that the pci1 results were fairly achieved and accurately reflect untainted votingso far as such is possible given the limited resources of this election.

We do agree that there may have been some Irrevilariries with the Meadow Lake poll but notenough to convince us to reject this entire poll. We do, however, endorse the recommendationsfound in the final report of the CEO suggesting how such irregularities may be prevented in thefuture.
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Conc!nsion

We therefore dismiss Mr. Moth’s apea1 and rule that the offlcial e!econ results for WesternRegion I rrrt1frLc as reported by the Chief Electoral Officer. This decision may be appesled to (the Mes Nadon Legisladve Assembly by iing a stement of appeal and S100.OO with theAssembly within 14 days. Their decision shall be final and binding.

Yours uly,

MtflS El..ECTION COvQvilSSION

1f&d )1
Per: Nora Rirchic

Chairperson
NRam
cc: Mr. Alex Moth, Aeilant

Mr. Guy Bouvier, Respordenc
Provincial Métis Council

• Méas Nation Legislative Assembly

V

0



Métis Elections Commissiou ‘98
219 Robm Crescent

Saskatoon, SI S7J 0V9

Telephone: (306) 933-9394 Fac: (306) 955-0274

Appeal of Merril Fiddler

RULING

Mr. Memi Fiddler brings this appeal as a candidate for the Regional Representative position for
Western Region tI. The Official Results of the Métis Nation of Saskatchewan Election 1998
indicate that Mr. Peter Rudyck won the election for this position.

Mr. Fiddler advances one ground of appeal which potentially affects this entire election, and
indeed all of our previous elections. He stares that a number of non-members, or alternatively,
people from outside his region, voted in this election and therefore, he seeks a by-election for
his region.

It has always been our way that non reziszer:d Métis voters are allowed to swear a Métis
Declaration form. prior to voting. It is our belief that every Métis person has the right to vote
in our elections. Due to a lack of an official Métis regisuy, similar to the FIrst Nations, no list
exists r’rriing all of the Métis persons entitled to vote in our elections. Hopefully, the
forthcoming enumeration process will rectify this situation, but for now we use Declaration
forms for those Métis voters ncr on a voters list.

Therefore, we disaee that only Local members are entitled to vote in our election. Such
.;ersons are entitled to declare their membership prior to voting and at that time become
members. Mr. Fiddler was ncr able to prove that such did nor happen or bow it affected the
election results for his region. He admits that he never checked the Declaration forms.

Mr. Fiddler’s alternate argument is along the same line. We believe, for the same reason above,
that non-regional members are entitled to vote out of their home region. Voters must reside
within a particular region for si months prior to the election before they are entitled to vote for
the Realonal Renresenracive. However, they are otherwise entitled to vote for the four executive
positions. Mr. Fiddler failed to demonstare that non-regional voters voted for the Regional
Representative and not just for the executive positions.

We therefore dismiss Mr. Fiddler’s appeal and rule that the official election results for Western
Region tI remain as reported by the Chief Electoral Officer. This decision may be anpealed to
the Metis Nation Legislative Assembly by filing a statement of appeal and S100.OO with the
Assembly within 14 days. Their decision shall be final and binding.



-2-

YoursuIy,

MÉTIS ECON CQSSION C)
PerNoraRitchje

• Chairpeou
NRam
cc: Mr. Merril F!ddler, Apceilanr

Mr. ?ter Rudyclc, Reondent
ProvinciaL Métis Council
Métis Nation Legislative Assembly

.

• C)



Métis Elections Commission ‘98
219 Robin Crescent

Saskatoon, SX S7J 0V9

Telephone: (306) 933-9394 Fax: (306) 955-0274

Appeal of Victoria Poisfut

RULING
Ms. Victoria Poisfut brings this appeal as a candidate for the Regional Representative forWestern Region EtA. The ofclai results of the Métis Nation of Saskatchewan Election 1998
indicate that Mr. Wayne Trotchie won, the election for this position.

Ms. Polstht advances three grounds of appeaL She alleges: that the Cando/Scott/WilIowEeIdLocals did not receive a ballot box: that the Kindersley ballot box was sent out but subsecuenrlytaken back: and chat the wrong people received the ballot boxes for WIL’de and Lanm.

1. Cando/ScottlWfflowffe!d Locals

Ms. Polsfut argues that the Cando/Scotr/Willow±ieid Locals ought to have received a ballot boxin Cando to allow their members cc vote. It is our belief char every Métis person has the rightto vote in our elections. However, due to a lack of ñnancial resources we found that the presentsystem has inherent problems. As discussed more fully in our discussion of the election appealof Mr. Jim Durocher not every Local received a ballot box.

The rccess followed by the Chief Electoral Officer (CEO) to set un poiis was to use the local“directory provided by the Métis Nation of Saskatchewan (MNS) as the starting point. The LocalPresidents on that list were contacted at least three times in writing by the CEO requesting
‘..,, certain information. The onus was on them to provide the CEO with their nomfdons for aDenuty Returning Oic:r, a Poll Clerk and a location for the polling station.

All of the active Locals in Western Region EtA coinpUed with the CEO’s requests and theyreceived a poll. However, the CEO advises and we have no reason to doubt him, that theCando/ScocrfWiilowfield Locals did not respond to his requests. ice simply, the CEO had noinformation regarding the poll and therefore did not !ow where to send the ballot box or who
cc send it to. Therefore, we can only assume that these Locals are either inactive or decided tovote at another polling station as no other evidence was brought forward.
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2. Kinderslev Ballot Box

The CEO sent the Klndersley babe box to Ms. Violet Bespiug. However, due cc intealsouabbling at that Local, the R.C.M.P. were called in cc remove that ballot box and return It ( jto the CEO. As a result, the members of the Kindersley Local were not given an opPortunityto vote.

Ms. Polsfur argues that Ms. Evelyn Siawson. is the valid Local President and that the ballot boxshould have gone cc her. However, as noted above the CEO used the information provided tohim by the MNS. All indications from the MNS are that Ms. Violet Besplug is the validPresidenr. We note that the Métis Nation Legislative Assembly passed the following resolutionon October 7, 1996:

MOTION #3: Resoec: the wishes of Kindersley Local #54 members and accept
Ms. Eveiyu Slawson. as Kindersley Local #54 President.

Moved by: Robert Doucene, WR2A
• Seconded by: Ed Harper #126

• DEFEATED.
BE IT RESOLVED TO resoec: the Senate decision that Ms. Violet Besolug isPresident of Kindersley Local #54.

In any event, it is the obvious internal fight in this Local that resulted in the ballot box beingtaken back. This is not the first time the members of this Local were prejudiced due to internalpolitics. This Local was not allowed to participate in the November, 1997 sitting of theL.egisiadve Assembly due to the fight between the two would be Presidents.

It is not our wish to get involved in this disouce. We do stare, however, that this squabblingthe indersley Local not receiving a vote and that is sad. It should nor have matteredwho ran the poll or where it was located, as such would not have affected the Local Presidency.In the end, is Local politics to blame rather than any fault of the CEO. We endorse hisdecisicn to rake back this ballot box,.

3. Wrong Peonle Reeivin Boxes for Wilkie and Larzham

As stared above, the CEO followed a process to determine where ballot boxes were sent. Weare sure Ms. PoLsfut had her preferences as to who should have received them. Such is thenature of politics. However, she was not able to prove to us that the CEO’s decision to sendthe ballot box for the Scott Local to Ms. Myrtle Louheed and the ballot box for Langrn Localto Ms. Debbie Landrie was improcer. The information received from said Locals indicated thatthe two mined individuals were to run the respective polls. Ultimately, the decision is theCEO’s and we do nor find it improper.
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4. Conchzsion

We therefore. dismiss Ms. Poisfur’s anneal and rule that the official eleedon results for WesternRegion tIA remain as reported by the Chief Electoral Officer. This decision ay be apealedto the Meds Nadon Legislathe Assembly by ff1ng a statement of appeal and 5100.00 with theAssembly within 14 days. Their decision shall be final and bindg.

Yours uly,

ivTIS ELECT!ON COSSION

Pert Nora Ritchie
Chairperson

NRiam
cc: Ms. Victoria Polsfut Appellant

Mr. Waye Trotchie, Resnondent
Provincial Métis Council
Métis Nation Legislative Assembly



Métis Elections Commission ‘98
219 Robin Crescent

Saskatoon, SX S7J 0V9

Telephone: (306) 933-9394 Fax: (306) 953-4)274
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Appeal of Jl Durocer

RULING

Mr. flm. Durocher brings this aopeal as a candidate for the Presidency of the Métis Nation of
Saskatchewan. The Official Results of the Métis Nation of Saskatchewan Election 1998 indicate
that Mr. CIem Cbarder won the election f: this position.

Mr. Durocher was represented by Mr. Neil Fisher and Mr. Cartier was represented by Mr.
Greg Walen. Both legal council were present for all the aeai hearings. They were of great
assistance and demonsated respect for our process.

Mr. Durocher raises three grounds of appeal. First, he ailecea that Realna Local #175 was a
dissolved Local and its results should not be counted in the final election results. Second, be
cakes issue with the use of the unofficial results from the Yorkton poll. Third, be alleges that
as many as 22 Locals did not receive a po11 despite the constitutional recuiremenc of a poll in
each Local. We note at the outset chat Mr. Durocher failed to stare the remedy sought under
the third ground of appeal.

1. Local i75 Revna

Mr. Durocher alleges that Regina Local #175 is a dissolved Local and therefore it improerly
received a ballot box. His council appeared to abandon this argument at the appeal bearing in
favour of the argument that the Cbief Electoral Officer (CEO) failed to post up in the Regional
Office a notice of this poll within 10 days after the :omidou deadline. Either way he
recuested that we do not count the election, results from Regina Local #175. The total results
suggest that Mr. Durocher would win the election if we do not count the results from Local
#175. However, given our rulfrg to reject the results from the Regina Local #33 poll (see the
Dan Welsh anneal ruling) the Local #175 results would not make a difference. They would
cancel each other out as it were. In any event, we do not agree that the Local #175 results
should not be counted.

As stared in the Victoria Polsfut appeal ruling, the process followed by the CEO to set up polls
was to use the official list of Locals provided by the Meris Nation of Saskatchewan as the
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sorting point. The list provided by the MNS for use in this election was the list revised in May
of 1997. Revna Local #175 is not listed. However, this is nor fatal as the rest in this case iswhether or nor Local #175 was properly dissolved at the time of the election.

The CEO advised at the appeal bearing that he oriinal1y did nor Dian to send a ballot box toLocal #175. However, as the election dare grew near he received numerous equeszs from Métispersons in Regina aslting for a poll for Local #175. The CEO in turn requested clarification• from the then Secretary of the MNS as to whether Local #175 was dissolved or nor. TheSecretary advised that the Regional Council indicated that they dissolved LocaL #175 but sheconfirmed that this was never ratified by the Legislative Assembly.

We note char ARTICLE 7, Section 4 of the MNS Constitution stares:

Locals can be dissolved by the Regional Councils provided this decision is ratified• by the Métis Nation Legislative Assembly and the reauirements herein are no
longer me.

No proof was tendered by Mr. Durocher to establish that Local #175 was dissolved by the
Western Region m Regional Council that this decision was ratified by the Métis NationLegislative Assembly.

Mr. Charder on the other hand, provided amote evidence to the contary. He called Mr.Murray Hrnfirou, who is a well rescected Métis activist and the current Vice-President of theMétis Nation of Saskatchewan. to testify before the Commission. Mr. Murray Hamilton chairedall of the Métis Nation Legislative Assemblies since 1994. He stared that the Legislative ( )Assembly did not dissolve Local #175. We believe him.

Our own review of the Métis Nation Legislative Assembly minutes confirms that Local #175 wasnever dissolved. We do note the motion of the Western Region Regional Council on October10, 1996 to dissolve the Pouteix Local #123. Perhaps, Mr. Durocher confused these twoLccals.
-

Mr. Chartier also called Mr. Alex Hamilton, President of Regina Local #175 to testify on thisissue. Mr. Alex Hamilton explained how and why Local #175 came into existence. He alsotestified char Local #175 was never dissolved by the Métis Nation Legislative Assembly. He wasnor even aware whether or not the Regional Council cook steps to dissolve it. He providedminutes of Local Meetings dared February 23, 1997 and July 27, 1997 to demonsnare that it isan active Local.

Mr. Alex Hamilton also stared that his members were originally content to vote at the poll forRegina Local #33. However, when his members found out that the Local #33 would be located
in property owned by the incumbent Rezional Representative, Mr. Maurice Aubichon, hismembership decided to request a separate poll for Local #175.



Mr.- Aie stared that his members wanted an alternative to Local #33. They wanted tovote without being harassed. The CEO testified at this apeal hearing that the Deputy ReturningQfficr at the LocaL #33 poll was Mr. Maurice Aubichon’s camnaign mager. Given our
decision resoecting LocaL #33 we believe that the Local #175 membershiv deserve their own ooilsenarare from Local #33, and we note from the poll registry that many Lcca4 #33 members alsovoted at this poll.

From all of the above, we conclude that desnite nor being listed on the May, 1997 Métis LocalRegistry the Regina Local #175 was never properly dissolved. It is therefore a valid Local andproperly received a po11.

Mr. Durocher alternatively argues that Regina Local #175 was never listed oo.a notice of pouswithin 10 days after the :omrdons and we should therefore discount its election results. Herefers to Regulation V, Section 2, of the Election ReTllations which states:

Within ten (10) days after the nornition Cthe CEO shall] post up in each
Regional Office a notice showing:

(a) the names of the candidates norniiced;

(b) the date and time and place where polls will be ocen for the raking of
votes for the candidates non’f”red.

Th The CEO admits that be never posted a list at the Regional Office of Western Realon ifi
‘.—“ showing the dme and place of the Local #175 poll. However, he testified that the list of po11savailable 10 days after nomi1tions ceased, which in this case was Ianuary 31, 1998, containedyerv little information. In derering the po1i locations the CEO begins with the List of localsprovided by the MNS. He contacted the Local Presidents on. that list requesting that theyprovide him with their nomtions for a Deputy Returning Officer, a Poll Clerk and a locationfcr the polling station. Very few Local Presidents provided the requested information within

10 days of the n.rninatin. deadline. Therefore, the list of polls available 10 days after:crrthtions ceased contained very few poll locations.

It is our belief that every Métis person has the right to vote in our elections. However, due toa lack at’ ffncial resources we found that the present system has inherent problems one ofwhich is the system of poll selection..

We find that the results of Regina Local #175 were properly counted by the CEO in the officialelection. results and those results remain. If recuired we would exercise our Dower contained
in ARTICLE 3, Section. 7 of the Constitution to stay the aforementioned poll listing requirements
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contained in the R:guladons for this e!ectlon. That is to say we would rule that the CEO is ot
reuired to post a listing of po11 information at the Regional Office within the proscribed time
line. However, we were riot couvinced by Mr. Durocber that the CEOs failure to do so was
fatal to the poll at LocaL #175 as all other asnecta of this poll were conducted properly. We are
confident char the poll results were fairly achieved and they accurately reflect untainted voting
so far as such. is possible given the limited resources of this ejection.

2. Yorcron Ballots

Mr. Durocher cakes issue with the fact that the CEO counted the unofficial results of theYoricn poll in the elecrlon results.

On eiecon night. February 21. 1998. the Deouty Returning Officer (DRO) for Yorkton phonedin poll results, as did all other DRO’s. Those results formed the unofficial election resultsreleased on election day.

Ou March 7 and 8, 1998, the CEO conducted an. official recount of all the ballots cast in theelection. and then released the official results. During the official count it was discovered thatthe Yoritton ballot box was tampered with. It contained the snoiled and rejected ballots but theused ballots and the voters registry were missing. The CEO filed a comnlaint with the RoyalCanadian Mounted Police and this matter is currently under investigation.

The CEO advised us that the scrutineers present at the Yoricon poll as well as the DROconfirmed chat the ballots were properly counted and sealed up in the box. For that reason hechose to endorse the unofficial results pending the investigation. We see nothing improper with
this. Once the results of the Yoricon poll are official an effected candidate may bring in anappeal at that time. For now, an appeal of the YorIcton. results are premature. We note that thisdecision is of no prejudice to Mr. Durcchcr. The margin of victory beween Mr. Charder arid
Mr. Durocher is coo peat cc be affected by this po11. Ifanythingthacmargin would narrow byO votes but that would not be enough to unseat Mr. Cbarder.

LocaIs not receiv4ng a Poll

Mr. Durocher alleges that as many as 22 Locals did not receive a poll. He relies uponARTICLE 8, Section 5 of the ?vS Constitution which stares:

Regional Representatives cf the Provincial Métis Council shall be ejected within
cher resnective Regions through a poll in each Local.
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Althoub. this seon aopers cc have no avpticadcn. to the four Provincial Representadves it isour belief that every person has the tight to vote in our e!econs. A poll in each acdve Localshould be established. However, due to a lack of ñnrcial resources we found that the presentsystem has inherent problems.

We therefore rely upon. ReiLadcn , Section. 2 of the Election Re2uiatibns which stares:

Eections for the ofce of the President shall be held at ooLls desiated by theCoief Electoral Officer within the Province.

The CEO recorrs chat he desinared polls at all of the active Locals in the Province and char theyvoted. The CEO was diligent in attempting cc establish polls in all Locals but was not able todo so. The process followed by the CEO to set up polls was cc use the Local Directoryprovided by the ?vINS as the stardng point. The Local Presidents on that list were contacted atleast three times in writing by the CEO recuesting certain info madon The onus was on themto provide the CEO with their nomfr’adons for a Decurv Returning Otficer, a Pail Clerk and alocation. for the polling station.

•-Ail of the active Locals in the Province complied with the CEO’s requests and they received abailer box. The CEO reports that the Locals pointed out by M.r. Durocher did ot resDond ortheir Presidents advised him that they otherwise did not want a poii.

The following is the CEO’s explanation. for the polls char did not receive a ballot box as allegedin the list submitted by Mr. Durocher:

Western Region IA:

The Marshall/Onion Like Local is inactive and provided no response to the CEO.The Battieford Local voted in. North Barcieford. The Maidszone and Ranger LakeLocals are inactive and provided no response to the CEO. We note that theRanger Lake Local did not get a poll in the last two elections. Both weredisolved by the Regional Council.

Western Region. UA:

This region. is discussed more fully in. the Victoria ?olsfuc appeal. ThelCmn.ders1e; ballot box was sent out and later rettieved by the R.C.M.P. due tointernal scuabbling. The Beijennie, Willowfield, Cando, Bicideiah, and PlatoLccats are inactive and pravided no ‘response to the CEO.

Western .egfca U:

The Cr.trweiI and ICeisey Trail Locals are inactive and provided no respotze ccthe CEO.
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Vestem Region m:

The Wood Mountain Local declined its right to conduct a poll. The CEO spoke:o Mr. Eric Thompson. the Local President, who advised that the Local membersculd vote in Maple Creek or Swift Current.

Eastern Region 11A

The WUlowbrooke, Crescent Lake, and Gerald Locals voted in Yoricton.

Eastern Region m:

The Ituna Local is not listed on the May 1997 LocaL Directory. It is a new Localcomprised of 10 or 15 members. It was overlooked by the CEO and they did notrequest a polL

Northern Region I:

The Stanley Mission Local did nor receive a poll due to a number of factors. TheCEO advises that he did not receive a resconse &om. this Local. He convincedmembers of the La Ronge Local to conduct a poll in Stanley Mission. The boxwas sent via STC Bus Lines but it was delivered to Creighton. (“N
The Carson Lake Local members voted in La Loche on the advice of EmileIanvier and Barry Toulesjour. The Beaver Creek Local is not Listed on the Localdirectory and we bave never heard of it.

Northern Region m:

The Canoe River Local declined its right to conduct a polL The CEO spoke toMr. Frank Kenny, the Local President, who advised that the Local memberswould vote in Isle-a-!a-Crosse. The Pattinc Local is macdye and provided noresvonse to the CEO. The Woilostou Local does not exist and is not listed on theMay 1997 local directory.
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From ail of the above we tnd as a faci that the CEO was di1iget in arcempthg to esbllsh apoll in each Local within the Province. The elecoa for the Presidency was properly conductedat poiis desiared by the CEO pursuant to Regulation C, Section 2. Said polls were set up atthe active Locals wo provided the necessary inforatiou to the CEO.

We therefore find Mr. Durccber’s allegation that as many as 22 Locals did not receive a pollis of o consecruence.

Conclusion

We therefore respecuily dismiss Mr. Diirocher’s appeal and rule that Mr. Charder is theproperly elected President of the Métis Nation of Saskarcbewan as reported by the ChiefElectoral Officer. This decision may be auoealed to the Meds Nation Legislative Assembly byffHn a stement of appeal and. S100.OO with the Assembly within 14 days. Their decisionshall be final and binding.

Yours truly,

TiS ELECTION COSSION

Per: Nora Ritchie
Chairperson

Mr. Jim Durocher, Apoellant
Mr. CIem Chartier, Respondent
Provincial Métis Council
Métis Nation Legislative Assembly
Mr. Alex Frnflton, President Local #175



Métis Elections Commission ‘98
219 Robin Crescent

Saskatoon, SK S7J 0V9

Telephone: (306) 933-9394 Fax: (306) 955-0274

Appeal of Dan Welsh

RTJLJNG

Mr. Dan Welsh brings this apceal as a candidate for the Regional Representative of Western
Region III. The official results of the Métis Nation of Saskatchewan Election 1998 indicate that
Mr. Maurice Aubichon won the election for this position.

Mr. Welsh was not represented by legal council however, Mr. Aubichon was represented by Mr.
Cameron McCaneil. We found Mr. McCanneil to be an exeme1y disrespecu1 young man.
He constantly interrupted Mr. Welsh’s presentation and argued with the Commission after our
every statement. It was not until our solicitor quite properly advised Mr. McCanel1 that if he
continued such behaviour we would remove him from the hearing, with police assistance if need
be, that he finally demonsated minirni disdain for our process. We quite frankly submit that
Mr. Aubichon would have been better served unrepresented as Mr. MoCannell did little to
advance his interests.

Also present were Mr. GUlls Lavailee, President of Regina Local #33, Mr. Neil Fisher, as legal
council for Presidential candidate Mr. Jim Durocber, and Mr. Greg Walen as legal council for

- Presidential candidate Mr. Clem Cl2arrier.

Mr. Welsh alleges that there were serious problems with the poll conducted at Regina Local #33
and asks us to reject the results of that poll. We must first weigh the evidence presented and
then determine whether the requested remedy is warranted.

1. The Evidence

Mr. Welsh provided ample evidence to prove his case. He gave sworn testimony. He also
brought Mr. Albert Delare who gave sworn testimony. He provided Affidavits from Ms. Karen
LaRocue, Mr. Wayne Teed, Ms. Tracy Hasman, Ms. Bernadette Ameyocte, Mr. Mark La
Fontaine, Mr. Brian Hodgkinson. Mr. Joe Ni Kulak, Ms. Evelyn Major, Mr. Richard Parisien,
and Mr. Clifford Laroque. Most of these individuals are scrutineers for other candidates and
we believe they provide third party evidence that correlate with Mr. Welsh’s allegations. Absent
evidence to the conary we must accept the evidence presented by Mr. Welsh.
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Mr. Aubichon. attempts to provide the evidence to the connary. He testified on his own behalf.
He also called Mr. Lorrie Lavailey,the Deputy Returning Officer for the Local #33 poll, and
Ms. Norma Beilanger, the pci1 clerk, to testify on his behalf. Mr. Aubicon and his wimesses
deny the allegations of Mr. Welsh. J
When faced with two conflicting versions of fact we must choose the most credible version. On
the one hand, we have a very compelling case made our by Mr. Welsh confirmed by third parry
scrutineers. On the other band, we have the evidence of Mr. Aubichon, Mr. Lavalley and Ms.
Bellanger. The following is our assessment of their testimonies.

i) Mr. Lorrie Lavallev

Mr. L.avalley was not a credible witness. He testified that he suffered from a flu on the day of
the election and admitted to leaving his post on several occassions. He denied that such
absences were more than a few minutes. He states that he merely went to use the bathroom.
However, this was contadicced not only by the scrutineers but Mr. Aubichon’s other wimess,
Ms. Norma Beilanger admitted that Mr. Lavailey “went to the back for a sleep.”

Mr. Lavalley denied leaving the polling station. This was conuadicted by the scrutineers and
Ms. Beilanger who admitted that he left the building and went outside on a least one occasion.

Mr. Lavailey denied that he attended the official recount as a scrutineer for Mr. Aubichon. He
stared that he attended as a scrutineer for the Region and that at the time he was asked to leave
Mr. Aubichon’s scrutineer had not yet arrived. However, our solicitor spoke to Mr. LavaLley
at the official recount. Mr. Lavailey advised him that he was attending as Mr. Aubichon’s
scrudneer and it was due to the resulting conflict of interest that he was asked to leave, On this

- point Mr. Lavalley was not forthright with us.

We also find it curious that Mr. Aubichon’s solicitor would ask Mr. Lavailey whether the
allegation is tue that he rook ballots outside of the room during the counting of ballots in his
jacket and left them out there. No one alleged such a thing. There were scruthers who found
it suspicious that Mr. Lavalley left the count wearing a jacket and returned without it but no one
alleged that be took ballots with him. We do note that the official recount reports 40 more
ballots cast at the Local #33 poll than. the number of registered voters who signed in to vote at
that poll.

In. addition, Mr. Lavalley admitted that he was a personal friend of Mr. Aubichon. He admits
to being Mr. Aubichon’s business parmer. The Chief Electoral Officer advises that Mr.
Lavalley acted as Mr. Aubichon’s campaign manager prior to the election. These factors
indicate a bias as alleged by Mr. Welsh.



On the whole we found Mr. Lavalley’s response to cross examination to be evasive and shifty.Therefore, we find that where Mr. Lavalley’s testimony-conflicts ‘‘Ith- any other evidence webelieve the conary evidence to be true.

ii) Ms. tVw7na Bellanqr

Ms. Beilanger also did not appear to be a credible wimess. In cross exmintion by Mr. Welshshe was asked whether she voted. Her response was no. When asked why she responded in avery snide manner that she did not vote because she forgot. When asked whether the reason shedid not vote was because she is a Treaty Indian her answer was “no, I am a member of RielLocal.” She testified under oath that she was not an Indian. However, our solicitor telephonedthe Arabtakoop First Nation (Band #406) and they confirmed that Ms. Bellanger is a memberof their Band. Why Ms. Beilanger would lie about such a non-contentious issue to thisCommission under oath escapes us. However, the result is that we have little confidence in hertestimony and we find that where her testimony conflicts with that of Mr. Welsh or containedin the Affidavits submitted by him we accept the evidence of Mr. Welsh and the evidence• contained in the Affidavits submitted by him.

iii) Mr. Maurtca Azthichon

Mr. Aubichon testified in his defence. As pointed out by the solicitor for Mr. Chartier he didnot deny any of Mr. Welsh’s allegations except one during his oral testimony. He denied yellingat Evelyn Major while he was inside the polling station. Ms. Major is a wheelchair bound elderwho acted as a scutineer for Mr. Welsh at the Local #33 poll. She stated in her Affidavit thatMr. Aubichon was in the polling station harassing voters. When she challenged the proprietyof such conduct she states that Mr. Aubichon “yelled at me that I had no say...” This incidentwas wimessed by third party scrurineers and they swear that it occurred.

Mr. Aubichon’s resvonse to this allegation was to asic us to review his past conduct in Métispolitics. “You ow that I would never swear at an elderly person” he said. He suggested thatwe factor his past actions into this allegation. We are Métis Senators and we have been involvedin Métis politics for a long time. We are appointed to the Senate for life and we remainSenators through changes in leadership. We have experienced many adxninisrracions andwimessed the behaviour of all current Métis politicians including Mr. Aubichon. There is littledoubt in our minds that Mr. Aubichon is capable of yelling or even swearing at an elderlyperson.

Mr. Aubichon asked us to review his past conduct and we have. At past public forums, Mr.Aubichon rarely exhibits respect for any person with a contrary view to his own. He oftenbelittles his opponents in. a very unprofessional manner. He often yells and swears at people andthis occurred as recently as December 13. 1997 at our last General Assembly.
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After the close of this hearing we allowed Mr. Aubichon’s solicitor twenty four hours to
resubmit statements in Aifidavir form. We were clear in our instucrions that we would not
accept any new evidence but that we were extending the courtesy of providing the opportunity
to swear those written statements submitted at the hearing. Mr. Aubichon provided a new
Affidavit the day after the hearing wherein he categorically denies Mr. Welsh’s allegations. Mr.
Aubichon had the opportunity to do such under oath at the hearing but he chose not to.
Therefore, we give no weight to his belated Affidavit.

Evidentiarv Conclusions

We therefore make the following factual findings based upon all of the evidence before us:

1) Lottie Lavalley is CEO of the Southwest Area’s Regional Office,
which is situated in the same building as was Mr. Maurice
Aubichon’s campaign office.

2) The D.R.O., Lottie Lavalley is a director of Mr. Maurice
Aubichon’ company.

3) The D.R.O., Lorrie Lavalley allowed a voter, Ernie Warts to cake
a ballot outside, Mr. Watts approached Mr. Maurice Aubichon
who helped him mark the ballot. Mr. Warts returned inside the
polling station, gave his ballot to the D.R.O. who placed it in the
ballot box without cuesdon.

Ar 3:00 p.m. a call was placed to the Chief Electoral Officer, Earl
Peiletier, to report the highly irregular incident. D.R.O., Lottie
Lavailey was contacted by Earl Peileder and warned not to let it
happen again.

Ar 4:19 p.m. Mr. Norman Schneider entered the. polling station
received his ballot, went behind the screen, came out from behind
screen and took his ballot outside. He mlked to Mr. Maurice
Aubichon, re-entered the polling station, went behind the screen
where he voted and returned the ballot to the D.R.O., Lottie
Lavalley’s comment was, “don’t worry about it, its been
documented.” When later checked by a scni.dneer there was no
documentation.

0
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4) A scrutineer for Dave Ross wimessed D.R.O., Lorrie Lavailey
open a marked bailoçto see who the elector had voted for. When.
questioned on this, Mr. Lavalley said he was folding it right. This
was done several occassions in front of electors and scrutheers.

This particular incident would have caused those electors ‘i.aithg
to vote some fear of retaliation if they did not vote a certain way.

5) Wben Mr. Maurice Aubichon came in to vote and was in the line
up a scrutheer, Evelyn Major, challenged an elector. Mr.
Maurice Aubichon began to use profane language towards the
scrutineer. He proceeded to turn around and tell electors present
to ignore Evelyn Major.

Evelyn Major is a well laiown Métis EIder, who is handicapped
and in a wheelchair. Mr. Maurice Aubichon was allowed to make
derogatory com_menrs about her disability. At no time did the
D.R.Q., Lottie Lavalley ask him to conduct himself in a
professional or orderly manner.

/

6) Shortly after, this same scrutheer challenged the Métis status of
another elector, requesting a declaration form to be filled out.
D.R.Q., Lottie Lavallev became angry and said, I’m the boss at
this polling station and I’m nor taking any fucking bullshit.”

7) The D.R. 0., Lottie Lavalley was approached by an eecrcr and
asked which President does Maurice want me to vote for?
I) .R. 0., Lottie Lavalley cook his pen and pointed to the name Jim
Durocher. When questioned on this by scrutineer for Dave Ross,
Mr. Lavailey stated, “you’re rihc, I’m not supoosed to do that,”
and then placed the ballot in the box.

8) Mr. Lorrie Lavalley left the polling station to go outside and
converse with Mr. Maurice Aubichon. This was done in full view
of scrutineers and electors.

While Mr. Lavalley was outside a scrutineer noticed electors were
purring their own ballots in the box. This procedure was
challenged but never recorded by the poll clerk.
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9) A scrurineer for Clem Cbartier arrempted to challenge electors,
Cbarlene Brass and Mark Hanes. He questioned their Métis status
as he believed them to be non-aboriginal. Mr. Lorrie Lavailey’s
response to this challenge was to yell, ‘look in the fticking
mirror.” This comment was made in front of electors. and
scrutineers.

10) When the scrutheer for candidate Dave Ross challenged two
electors, David Bailey and Brian Bailey in writing, the Mr. Lorrie
Lavailey threw them on the cable. These challenges were never
recorded in the poll book.

11) From 10:30 a.m. to 12:05 p.m. Mr. Lavailey allowed Mr.
Maurice Aubichon’s scrutheer, Lisa Clark to hand out ballots and
put them. in the ballot box. The designated poll clerk was not
present. This was not challenged because scrutineers were fearful
due to prior threatening comments made by Mr. Lavalley.

12) Mr. Lavailey was asked by a scrutineer for Mr. Maurice Aubichon
if she should continue highlighting all the voters names on her
voters list for Maurice Aubichon. Mr. Lavalley responded by

- saying, “Yes, for sure.”

13) Mr. Lavalley left the polling station on numerous occassions
leaving the poll clerk to act as both D.R.O. and poll clerk.

14) Mr. Lavailey allowed 3-4 of Mr. Aubichon’s scrutineers to enter
the polling station at the same time. They would stand around
blocking the other scrutineers view of the ballot box.

15) Mr.. Lavailey allowed Jeff Zehner, who is Mr. Aubichon’s
brother, and four others to remain outside the polling station to
influence potential voters. When the Mr. Lavailey was questioned
about this by scrutheers they were told, “never mind.”

16) Mr. Lavalley allowed Mr. Aubichon’s outside scrutineer Nat
Dunbar to stand between the scrucineers and voting screens for
approximately sixteen minutes. When Mr. Lavalley was
questioned, the scrutineers were cold once again to “never mind.”

17) Mr. Lavalley allowed either Mr. Aubichon’s brothers or other
known supporters of Mr. Aubichon to be in or around the polling
station at all times.

C
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18) Mr. Lavalley allowed voters to gather around the voting screens= while their friends and family were voting..

19) After the polling station was closed and midway through the count
Mr. Lavailey called for a break. which was agreed to by the
various scrucineers. Mr. Lavailey was wearing a jacket when be
left the immediate area. When he returned he was not wearing the
jacket.

20) There were 40 more ballots cast at this poll than there were
registered voters.

21) Mr. Maurice Aubichon was seen talking, questioning and at times
yelling at potential voters at or near Local #33 at:

8:30 a.m., 9:35 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 4:18 p.m., 5:30 p.m.,
and 6:34 p.m.

2. The Remedy

Given the above findings of fact relating to the Local #33 poll we are not at all confident that
the poil results were fairly achieved. We do nor believe that they accurately reflect untainted
voting so far as such is able given the iimited. resources of this election.

We rule that Mr. Maurice Aubichon and Mr. Lorrie Lavailey are guilty of numerous violations
the Meris Nation of Saskatchewan Constitution and the Election Rezulations. For all of the
above reasons we innirnously reject the election results from Local #33. We therefore grant
Mr. Welsh’s appeal and amend the election results of Western Region m as follows:

Candidate # of Votes

Maurice Aubichon 240
Kevin McDonald 14
Lewis Turcotre 24
Dan Welsh 341

Mr. Dan Welsh is therefore the valid Regional Representative for Western Region ill. The four
executive positions are not affected by this pci1. The subsaction of the Local #33 results from
the totals for the executive positions does not unseat the elected executive representatives.



-8-

This decision may be appealed to the Metis Nation Legislative Assembly by filing a statement
of appeal and S100.OO with the Assembly within 14 days. Their decision shall be nal and
binding.

Yours ily,

iéEflS ELECTION COv1vflSSION
• 7— 4Z

Per: Nora Rlrchie
Chairperson

R:am
cc: Mr. Dan Welsh, Apvellanr

Mr. Maurice Aubichon, Respondent
Provincial Métis Council
Métis Nation Legislative Assembly
Mr. Gills Lavailee, President, Local #33

(
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Recommendations

Election Timelinc

Timing, preparation, andfinancing of General Election

Discussion Issues:
The authority to call a General Election
Eg: MNLA, PMC, Mcmbershp, Senate, or MNS constituency declares (3)
three year mandates.

Resolutio,v
1. An MNS Election Act
2. Planning (eg: commencing in 1998)
3. Financing (eg: commencing in 1998)

(1/3 ofproposed election budget for 2001)

2. Rules & Regulations
Election Regulations Metis Elections Commission/MNS

Discussion Issues
1. Procedures compromised due to lack offinances, planning and

introductory training of staff cg: deputy recruiting officers andpoff clerks
eg: Election procedures and’ duty are legalprocesses
(case example: “ The Yorkton case”.)

2. Nomination Forms No indication of signing requirement, or
address andphone number during election.

3. Ballots
Multple vs single, coding and numbering needfor separate ballot of

executive members only for out of region members.

4. Poffina Stations
Needfor neutral sites and candidate proximity (eg: election regulations
state (1) one kilometer
Suggest amendment to 150 kilometers



5. ElecflnRcg1ations
Recommend review anti amendments and notification by MNL4 and
General Assembly

6. Advance Poll
Needfor advanccdpoffing stations in each of the 12 MNS regions.
Eg: training of staff

advancedpoll date
recommend mail-out ballot boxes — (disposable)

7. MNS Local Infrastructure
regulations state a poll in each MNS local
neutralpoll site

-. recommend mine sites, penitentiaries / jails, armedforces.
— update membcrshp lists
— Regional offices and local offices

Rolls & Responsibilities
The General Election is a constitutional inslnuncnt and is with the
MNS constitution. It must be addressed to by aff mcmbcrshps
Provincial standards and occupations as speffed out in the election
regulations need to be followed. (eg: DRO training, oaths)

Local Responsibilities
— Local Membership
— Provide candidates for DRO & Poll elders
— Provide neutralpoll sites
— Access for the disabled

Provide for advancedpoll (f needed
Safe keeping of ballot boxes

Election office — CEO Management of general election with electoral commission over
sight.

— Election date time-line
- Establishment ofpolls

Release of General Election material
— Poll location & site (release of this information in a timely manner)
— Unofficial vote call
—Official vote date ( ‘



DISCUSSION ISSUE:
The date following the election date when a candidate duly takes office.

(even if this nomination is challenged or appealed)
— Clarify the responsibility for conduct and Management of MNS office

during election dates.
The development and authorization to sign MNS documtnts and

agreements during election timelines.
— The authority of staff to continue to process documentation during

election.

8. APPEALS:
The appeals process is stated in the Election Regulations and other materials / letters.

I. The chief electoral officer declares the general election results
unofficially on the election date.

2. The general elections results are declared official upon the results of
the official recount by the CEO>

3. The general election results my be appealed to the Election Appeal
Commission or Tribunal (composed of Senators)

4. The appeal declarations made by the Appeal Commission /
Tribunal may be appealed to the MNLA.

DISCUSSION ISSUE:
Final authority for judgement is questioned by any appeals proceeding

further than the ekction Commission / Tribunal stage or the Metis Legislative
Assembly.

-Lack offinancing of appeals
—At what stage is the MNS responsible for appeals?

9. Enumeration of MNS Members
Will assist the Provincial Office members1ip records to reflect the local

membership records.
Once in place, it should delete the needfor declaration forms. However

the MNS elections are fair anti inclusive anti open to all card-carrying members or
citizens.



10. An Election Act
a) decide the terms of reference and develop a Mission Statement

(eg: To hold a General Provincial MNS Election every (3) three
years, that is fair, equitable, transparent and legal and whoify
accessible by all membershzp and citizens of the MNS.

1’) Adopt the MNS Electoral Regulations
c) Table the Elections Act
1) Recommend the financing of Election Act commence in the

1998/1999 budget

o

L



Area Director Elect
Maurice Aubichon
3528 Albert Street
Regina, Saskatchewan
S4S 3P5

April 14, 1998

Metis Election Committee
219 Robin Crescent
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan
S7L6M8

Dear Election Committee:

Based on the information that I have rcccivcd from you to datc on the dccision you arrived at on
March 28, 1998. I am appealing your decision to the next Metis Legislative Assembly.

I do not fmd your twenty one (21) arguments to reflect any part of the constitution of the Metis
Nation of Saskatchewan or the Metis Election Act.

You will find attached a cheque of one hundred dollars ($100.00) payable to the Metis Nation of
Saskatchewan.

My arguments will be sent in prior to the Metis Legislative Assembly in written form along with
my verbal presentation at the Metis Legislative Assembly. If there is a time frame in documents
please advise.

Thank you

Maurice Aubichon

Copy: Earl Pelletier — Electoral Officer
Robert Doucette - Provincial Secretary

MA/is



Area Director Elect
Maurice Aubichon
3528 Albert Street
Regina, Saskatchewan
S4S 3P5

April 14, 1998

Metis Election Committee
219 Robin Crescent
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan
S7L 6M8

Dear Election Committee:

Please be advised that I am appealing the decision of the Metis Election Commission to not hear
my appeal of Western Region III Re: Local #175 and it’s validity to hold a polling station.

All documents will follow and will be submitted prior to the Metis Legislative Assembly. If there
is a time frame for documents please advise.

Thank you

Maurice Aubichon

Copy: Earl Pelletier — Electoral Officer
Robert Doucette — Provincial Secretary

MA/is



3.
APPEAL TO ‘1E MLA

I. The l98 MNS election was not lawfully called or carried out. The EC was
not appointed by the MLA a it is required to be end the self appointect
chairman thereof was in an i xaso1rabie conflict of interest.

2. The Chief Electoral Officer was not constitutionally appointed and was i
au Irreso1vabj conflict of Interest. The Election Was not run in
accordance With the Metis Elections Act passed in Deceruber of i7. The
self appointed Chief Electoral Ofleer gerrymandered a poll in Regina that
defeated the incumbent president.

3. The Chairperson of the Metis Election Committee, Nora Ritchie, ie not *
senator, could not be, so found by the Court of Queen’s Bench, ar
therefore could not serve as chair or even a member of the Meti Election
Committee even if she had not been in a conflict of interest.

4, The lawyer for the Netis “Election Committee wee in a conflict of interest
as i we; his advice, given while acting for the NHS which created the
unlawful Metis Election Committee to hire him. He created a client that
paid him HNS money without ?HC input and thereafter acted against the PHC

.t then was, in helping to fix the election and defending the self
appointed ‘]EC. This lawyer is currently under investigation by th, law
society of Saskatchewan tore number of ethical and disciplinary eaches.
of his duties as a lawyer in relation to the NEC appeal hearings and other
matters,

5. The presidential election was determined by the reuits of a. gerry
randcred poll at a local In Regina, local 175. There Wa no membership
iit for this local, the poll was only set up on eleetLon day l98, and no
one who voted at it had to provide identification o proof of Metis
Status, or of having voted only once, in Regina. The eltted governors of
the Metis atjo had no authority at this poll. Yet the results front this
gerrymandered poll alone, defeated the incumbent president, Jim Durocher.

6. The MEC purpotted to extinguish the votes of nearly 500 Saskatchewan Metia
people in disallowing all, of the ballots cast in Riel Local 33 in Regina.
The voting individual Mtis is the scum, of all authority in the Metis
Wation, not an appointed senate or a self appointed MEC.

V

7. The Z{EC continues to override the will of the majority of Local presidentsin Western Region III and elsewhere in the Metis Nation. The MEC, the
senate itself, even if lawful, does not have the power to e,ctinuish thauthority of or contradict democratically elected officials.

8. The Appeal Hearings conducted by the self appointed NEC in relation to the
issues of the polls in gerrymanderQd Regina local 175 and Riel Local 33 V

were fixed. The results of the NEC appeals were clearly predetermined. The
V

courts will determine this issue if this 0LA doesn’t —— court challengeis pending. The eon5titution calls for an HNLA twice in each calendar year
and a right of appeal from NEC hóarings to the first poet election tLA.This is the first of 1Q8. Why, do you suppose?
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THIS IS THE APPEAL OF MAURICE ATJBICHON TO THE MLA FROM A DECISION MADE BY DWAYNE ()ROTH NORA RITCHIE, JOHN 3OUCHER, AND ROSE LEDOTJX

Whereas

1) The 1998 election was not lawfully called or held.

At the LA in October An election Act was introduced and properly passed.
The Act had two amending effects 1) It expanded the executive of the MS
from three positions to four; 2) The election apparatus was taken from the
Senate and the so—called Metis Election Committee and given to the
regions.

One of the incidental resuLts of the passage of this legislation was that
an election date was not affirmed by the MNLA nor was a Metis Election
Committee appointed at the last 1997 )QLA as was constitutionally
required (lletis Nation illegality number one is the failure of the MNLA to..appoint a Metis Election Committee) iediateiy;prior to tINS elections. It
is a Z4etis Election Committee appointed by the LA who rum the election
and appoint, the Ciie,f,Election Commissioner.

Why did this happen? ‘

Dwayne Roth acting as legal advisor to the tINS, advised it that the
duly passed Election Act didnot take effect for the 1998 elections
because no date had been included in the legislation regarding when
it was to take effect. ?ast practise in the Metis Nation has always
seen HZ4S legislation take effect from the flLA at which it was
passed. He did net find a similar problem though with the amendment
relating to expansion of the executive as you will have seen —— four
members were elected to the Metis Nation executive in 1998. Mets
National illegality number two is that the election was unlawfuly
called nor run in accordance with an Act which had been lawfullypassed.

And Whereas: V

2) The Metis Election Coimuittee which conducted the 1998 tINS elections wasnot lawfully constituted. .4nd therefore the Chief Electoral Commissioner.was unlawfully appointed. All actions of either are invalid and must takea sack seat to the will of the MNLA, which is the Supreme authority of theMetis Nation —— net the Senate. .
V

Nora Ritchie whoa named herself the Chairznn of th Hetis ElectionCommittee (affirmed by the legal opinion of this same Dw-ayne Roth) is nota lawful senator. Although she has laid various claims at various timesto a proper senate appointment she has sworn an oath in the Court ofQueen’s Bench that she was appointed to the Senate by the Senate itself.The Saskatchewan Court of Queen’s 3ench has ruled that there is no lawfulauthority in the Senate to appoint Senators —— the Senate could notappoint her and no one else has — no region1 no Metis women, no one else.

Constitutionally the senators must be appointed by the regions. No region
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has ever appointed Nora Ritchie. Hetis Nation Illegality number three.
Aside from the fact that the tA did not lawfully appoint a MetiElection Committee from the Senate to govern the 1996 election (illegalitynumber one), or affirm the PMC’s election call (illegality number two)even if these things had been done, as an unlawful senator More Ritchiecould not have served upon the tietis Election Committee let alone chair it(etia Nation illegality number three). The Hetis lection Committeeappoints the chief electoral officer. A triple wrongfully appointedcommittee cannot appoint proper officers. But this one did, or said itdid, and this created Metis Nation Illegality number 4 —— an invalidlyappointed chief election’ ‘commissioner.

And Whereas:

) The Metis Election Committee, the, Chief Electoral Officer, and LealCounsel for the Metis Election Cittee in addition to being unlawfullyappointed, were tainted with conflict of interest. Any decisions samepurported to make cannot h freed ‘of the conflicts of intjest and must beset aside to the will of the people as expressed in the lawful electionresults.

Roth is a lawyer, who was at’ materiel times in his first year ofpractising law.

While acting for the !MC of the Heti Nation he provided it with certainadvice pertaining to the legality of the Senate and the effect of theelection Act. He benefited personally from this advice, to the detrimentof his client the HNS in that he was hired as legal counsei. by the MetisElection Committee whose sole juetification for ezciatence was Roth’s selfserving advice.

Nora Ritchie’s son was running for area director in Western Region II —when this was raised with her she refuaed, t 61.1gll the self serving Roth,to disqualify herself from her illegally held position on the NEC on thegrounds of conflict. She said that there was no avoiding conflict ofinterest in the Hetis community (although both her and Roth took adifferent position when hearing Dan Welsh’s appeal).

Chief Electoral officer Earl’!elletier’s couin ran for office in theTorkton region —- several irregularities pertaining to ballot boxes andballots obtained n that region’ (i.e several ballot boxes were notprovided by Earl Pelletier in regions where the incumbent showed strength)and, not surprisingly Earl’s cousin Miles relletier was treated as winner,being granted portfolios and regularly serving on the !NC.
In spite of the foregoing, both Mora Ritchie and Dwayne Roth told the RCNPin Yorkton that no winner had been declared in the Yorkton region. This istypical of the manipulation to the truth engaged by these self appointedofficials. The PMC went on to unlawfully take ownership of the assets inYorkton region and to ignore the results of locally held by—elections.
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Nora Ritchie told Kevin MacDonald, an early candidate for area director of
Western Region III that the elections were going to be run fairly but that
she was going to get rid of Maurice Aubichon. There is sworn evidence to
this effect in Court.

Mr. Roth has admitted in a letter to the law society of Saskatchewan to
writing the rulings of the NEC. Every word. 3oth Nora Ritchie and Dwayne
Roth swore oaths to the Court of Queen’s Bench that Roth took no part in
the decisions of the NEC on their appeals. Roth clearly chaired the
meetings and made several,”rulings” during the course of the hearings as.
well as actually writing the decisions. More manipulation of the truth?

And Whereas:
V

V

4) The Metis Election Committee and t]ie Chief Iecora1 Officer set up an
unlawful polling station in Regina in Western Region III in an unlawful
and rogue local. This VillegalVV poll at which it is not even clear that only
Metis people were allowed to vote cannot determine any outcome in the S,

This poll was set up by Earl Pelietier just the day before the electionswere scheduled to be held and the Deputy returning officer for the poll
was appointed unlawfully1 without reference to the regional governance of
the Metis Nation of Saskatchewan. V

Local 175, the rogue local, had previously been dissolved by a vote of the
regional presidents, and the PMC had moved two years prior to the
elections that the local be dissolved into Rid Local 33 in Regina.

There was no existing membership list for local 175 so everyperson who
voted there did not have to provide identification or proof of Metisstatus. Despite Earl Pelletier’s denial to the Senator from Western Region
tIt the day before the 175 poll was in fact set up, that it would not be

V

set
up in a separate ioation from Riel Local 33’s poll it was, onelection day, set up in Dan Welsh’s campaign headquarters.

Welsh also carried on campaign activity out of tha offices of RAMP (theRegina Alternative Measures Program) which prcgràm has since been takenout of Netis hands and taken ever by Provincial Justice. The Department
of Justice i still investigating wrongdoing by members of Dan Welsh’s

V

campaign team in te utilization of this provincially funded office, far
purposes unrelated to it’s

primary

duties as well as other wrongdoings.

Of 342 ballots cast at the illegal polling station at Dan Welsh’s campaignheadquarters, the legality of the memberships of voters at which wassolely within the hands of Earl Pelletier and th unlawful Metis ElectionCommittee, 251 votes were cast for Clam Chartier And 91 for Jim Durocher.

More tellingly in terms of the apparent legitimacy —— the “smell” —— ofthis illegal last minute poll, 320 votes were apparently cast for DanWelsh but only 16 for Maurice Aubichon. Dan Welsh handily LOST at everyother poll in Western Region III.

CD
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At the other Regina poll —— Rid Local #33 —— more natural seeming, lessodorous results prevailed. 388 votes for Maurice Aubichon yes, but 80 forDan Welsh, too.

Did the Metis Election cotnittee use these anomalous numbers to infer thatDan Welsh or the Chief Electoral Officer might have interfered with theconduct of a ballot box? (Surely, a more natural and objective conclusionfrom such peculiar results relative to the remainder of the regionparticularly the peculiar±’ty of the exceedingly low number for Aubichon.It would not necessarily be odd that Aubiehon wouldn’t win such a pollbut, 16 votes? The 80 Welsh ballots at Riel Local #33 was far moreconsistent with the results in the rest of the region and so were theAubichon ballots.)

No —— on the contrary!, Written by Dwayne Roth, the NEC ruled that it wouldbelieve everythinge the losizg candidate with the highly suspiciousballoting results out of a poll held in his own campaign office said,about the polls he didn’t win, and refuse to hear about any anomalies inthe only poll he won. Not only that but, the person with the moreconsistent and realistic seeming voting results to defend had the burdenof proof according to Roth’s written decision, ‘to disprove the loser’sallegations about those results being unfair. And not only to disproveallegations about the results in Rid local 33, but not to be entitled incarrying out that burden, to ask even one question about the suspiciousnature of the results in local 175, the only poll to defeat him.

Aubichon’s lawyer at the NEC hearings was not only prevented by !wayneRoth from asking Dan Welsh about the suspicious results at the pollingstation at local 175, he was prevented from asking any questions at allabout local 175. In fact, •Aubichou’s lawyer was threatened by Roth witharrest if he tried to ask such . q’.taetiou. Welsh’s “advocate” was sworn asa witness. This is reve;sing the burden of proof to the point ofabsurdity.

Just some of the things wrong with the NEC appeals were 1) they put theonus of proof on the winner Maurice Aubichon to disprove totally unfoundedallegations made by the loser, Dan Welsh, but refused to accept anyevidence in disproof. 2) they made findings of fact on behalf of Dan Welshfor which there was no evidenáe at all, and 3) found against Aubichon forfailing to deny false matter5 with which he was never confronted and aboutwhich he knew nothing. 4) It refused to allow any proof to be led byAubichon relating to the affects on the region or the conduct of theelection of ?oll 175 ——the only poll in Western Region III that Welsh won.5) The self appointed lawyer for the NEC acted as both prosecutor andjudge in gathering evidence for the Commission on behalf of Dan Welshafter the hearing and writing the biased and unfair decisions of the NECwhile purporting to be a dispassionate and objective legal adviser. 6) TheNEC hearings were fixed.

It is to be noted that there were two hotly contested elections for RielLocal #33 in Regina during 1996. These elections were conducted byindepeudant third parties and extensive campaigns were conducted. It was
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believed at the time that virtually all of the Hetis vote in Regina wasout. Approximately 559 voters voted. The results of the presidentialcontest in that election varied by- one ote —— the 559 votes were dividedalmost equally in half on the presidential ballot.

There had never been an election held in local 175 —— it dIdn’t even havea membership list. Local. 475 has always been a local which has only ever’existed for the private use of two or three Regina Metis people to use inacting contrary to the politics of the Matis Nation. It had beencompletely inactive prior to election day 1998.. That is why the regional.council of presidents of Western Region III Iad.moved to dissolve thisfictional, local in 1996 and why- th PNC followed up on this in 1997 byordering local 175 to amalgamate with Rid Local 33.

Almost 500 known Regina .Netia were disenfranchised by the self appointedNEC and 336 ballots of unknown legitimacy cast at local 175 were todetermine the tc of the Netia Nation in the Province. The NEC sawnothing wrong in what it did at all.

The Metis Election Coaittee apparently accepted without question not onlythat there had been an increase in voting Metis in Regina of almost 200members (342 + 428 — 770 — 559) in less4than two years, but that probably428 of 560 known Metis people could have their citizenship rights in theMetis Nation invalidated with the stroke of Dwaytie Roth’g pen. And thedubious “new” 200 Metis people could determine the election results forthe whole province —— if you don’t count the questionable ballots in local175 JIm Durocher is president.

In terms of the Durocher/Chartier results in local #33 where the Metisstatus of the voters was .5ubject to Regional and legitimate Netis Nationgovernance, 428 ballots we’re cast. 358 for Jim Durocher and 69 for ClamChart ier.

Without the bal1ot of unknown origin cast at unlawful polling tatIou No.175 being counted and included in the provincial results, Jim Durocherwould have won the presidency and Clem Chartier would have lost. Notsurprising really, that Clem’Chartier would have a lawyer sit in on DanWelsh’s “appeal’ hearing vhere the dirty work of the NEC and EarlPelletier was to be completed. On Jim Du.rocher’s appeal the NEC used it’sdecision in Dan Welsh’s appeal to avoid addressing this ‘very real issue.
The “fix” was obviously in at the NEC Appeal hearings. The regionalcouncil of presidents had expressed concern with the Chief ElectoralOfficer that, with the setting up of two polls in the City of Regina,there would be no mechanism of knowing whether certain people voted twiceand raised this with !e3.letier well, prior to his setting up the secondpoll on election day. He brushed the concern under the rug by lying to theregional council of presidents about his intentions (be said if a pollwould be set up it would be set up at the same location as Riel Local’spoll) and then Roth and the NEC affirmed his wrongful actions bydisallowing the regional council of presidents’ statua to raise any issueat the NEC appeals.

C,,
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John Boucfler was heard to remark at a break in the NEC appeal proceedingsthat it was “taking too long to get rid of that “criminal” —— Aubichon,”
Although the Roth in his NEC “ruling” suggested that Dan Welsh testifiedat the NEC appeal, you have to once again manipulate the truth to suggestthis. All Welsh really did was refer to a bunch of sore loser type writtenmaterial (Some of it badmouthing Aubichon’s supposed misconduct at thepoll at which Aubichon got only 16 votes) as a strong case that was before’the committee.

The NEC, or at least, Earl, Pelletier and Dwayue Roth may have assistedWelsh in assetnbling this matriaI (there is sworn evidence before theCourt of Queen’s Bench that says they did). His testimony too1. less than10 minutes and cross examination in respect of poii 175 being run out ofhis committee rooms or how he got possession of the voter’s registrationlist for Riel. local (such was supposed to be sealed in the ballot boxafter the recount) was not allowed at all and all cross examination at theappeal hearing was curtailed by Nora Ritchie before it was complete.
There was no difference, between the sour grapes type material filed byWelsh and material filed on every other appeal and after every Netiaelection. In fact Welsh’s material was probably less substantive than most—— much was made for example of the flu stricken Deputy Returning Officergoing to the bathroom a few of times during the twelve hours the pollswere open and the seven hours of election night ouxiting).
In contrast, Aubichon, the legitimate and apparent democratic winner ofthe election, presented the, live sworn testimony of himself, the DeputyReturning Office at poll #33, the chief poii clerk at poll #33, and thepresIdent of Rid Local #33 to the “appeal” hearing. A hearing at whichAubichon was the respondent —— respondents never have a burden of proof at’’any proceeding known to law. These witnesses were subject to crossexamination not only by Roth, Dan Welsh and the NEC but also by ClemChartier’s lawyer. ,

Roth’s written decision dealt with the difficulties presented to the NEC’sagenda by- the much better quality of evidence offered by RespondentAubichon, by ruling that wherever the sworn testimony of one of Aubichon’switnesses contradicted the hearsay’ written material filed by Dan Walsh, heand the committee believed the evidence filed by Dan Welsh.
Roth and the NEC did not confront live vitnesse with their disbelief oftheir evidence or their reasons for such disbelief kut simply went into alittle room and trashed the witnesses later, behind their backs. AlthoughAubichon was not confronted at the hearing by anyone —— with any of theallegations made by Welsh and his cronies —— he was found to be incontempt of the tribunal for failing to deny Welsh’s allegations intestimony —— choosing instead to do so by affidavit after the presentationof his case was cut of f by the NEC. Roth and the Committee are notstrprisingIy ashamed to have their proceedings be proceedings of record -—

Roth has even sworn a complaint against Aubichon for tape recording the
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hearings.

Roth, supposedly independent counsel to the hearing, went so far as toprovide prosecution type,vidence on behalf of the Appellant, with whichNorma Bellanger was not confronted that Norma Bellanger was not Metia(Buckley Belanger’s sister), supposed1yprovLng Norma a liar because shetestified that she was Metis -— a member of Riel Local #33. Roth in hiswritten decision (now acting as judge of his own evidence) specificallyfound that Norma Belanger, chief poll clerk at Riel Local #33 was numberone, a liar because she testified that she was Metis and that it believedRoth’s so called evidence thatshe.wasn’t aad number two, that everythingto which she testified was a lie.

Dwayne Roth1 in his written decision, did add some material to hertestimony that he didn’t say, which he and the committee, notsurprisingly, supposedly believed because, as made up by Roth out of wholecloth, it furthered the agenda of Dan Welsh as area director overAubichon.

Although there might have been more ballots in the Rid Local ballot boxthan there were ballots issued at the polling station Roth and the NEC didnot bother to ascertain for certain that this was the case. They refusedto believe either the chief pol1. clerk or DRO’s explanations of how mighthave happened through a miscount. It seams that the discrepancy, if therewas one, was probably 10 or fifteen ‘votes, less than the number ofAubichon votes the Welsh’ campaign managed to allow being registered atpoll 175, and not enough to affect the election results in the slightestin po].l 33. If the NEC i3’oing to presume Aubichon stuffed ballot boxes ( “

take 15 or 50 votes away from Aubichon at the ballot box. Instead,Aubichon was presumed by Roth and the NEC to be guilty of ballot stuffingat Rid Local on the basis without any evidence at all, nor did it exploreany other explanations for the issue. The d.scrspancy was supposedlybased on a comparison between the amount of official ballots issued by theChief ‘Electoral Officer, the .amount.of unissued ballots at poll closure,and the amount of votes counted in the election night count (which figure,when there are multiple names on a ballot, is easily distorted —— thecount went on for something in the order of 7 hours by people who hadalready put in a 12 hour day without breaks). There was i incuiry as tohow, or who, might have ‘obtained, access to official ballots by the NECThere was no evidence of any ballot boxes being tampered with or balletsdestroyed. Nor was there a consideration of who might have benefited fromstuffing a ballot box with 15 ballots.

Although Roth and the NEC didn’t make any correct or unbiased finding offact in the ruling that they made, of particular concern was the fact thatRoth and the NEC made several incorrect findings of fact for which therewas no evidence at all.

1. It found that Maurice Aubichon had ridiculed elder Evelyn Majore’sdisability. There was no e’&idence whatsoever of this and it wasn’t true.

CC
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2.It found that the Riei Local 133 polling place was held in the campaignoffice of Maurice Aubichon. There was no evidence of this and it wasn’t.true.

3.. It found that at the time of the election Chief Returning OfficerLen-ic Lavalley was a partner of Maurice Aubichon in a company owned byAubichon. There was no evidence of this and’ it wasn’t true.
4. The NEC found that Norma Bellanger said that Lornie Lavalley left thebuilding. She did zot say this and it was not true. Norma Belianger wasnet confronted with her membership in the Indian band stated by Roth inhis decision to have her on it’s band list and she did not therefore deny-that she was an Indian. All that Norma Bellanger swore was that she wasa member of Riel Local fl3 and had been for years. There was no evidencethat she was not and it is true that she has been a member of Rid Localfor years.

The only possible way that Dan Welsh could have won as area. director (helost handily at every other local in Western Region III) was to have allof the ballots cast in local 33 disallowed and all of the suspiciousballots of dubious Metis people cast.in the fictional, last minute localaffirmed. That is what a tainted Hetis Election committee needed to do toserve whoever were its masters and that is exactly what it did —— like abull in a china shop.

It was obvious that is what it had in mind to do and, in fact MauriceAubichon brought an application in Queen’s Bench in Regina the day bfcrethe so called appeals in wbi.ch. he predicted that is what the MetisElection Committee would do.

As to the questiou. of. who set the agenda of the NEC for these appeals itshould be noted that portfolio appointments were made two days prior tothe NEC appeals being heard. Maurice Aubichon, the handy winner as arearepresentative in Western Region III through election and recount, theleading incumbent in several cabinet posts, was not appointed to onecabinet position. Unprecedented in the history of the S that an arearepresentative doesn’t get one portfolio. Finding out who MAkes suchappointments is likely to reveal the answer to the question of whodictated the agenda of the NEC.

And Whereas:

5. The Constitution calls for at least two It.A’s in each calendar year.This is of particular significance in an election year as there is a finalright of appeal under the old constitution from a decision of the NEC tothe NIJLA. The NNLA has been delayed and held off to avoid facing theconsequences of the illegal takeover of the Hetis Nation election. ThisPLfecedent cannot be upheld.

It is no coincidence that this, in December of tb calendar year, is thefirst HNLA to be called following the election. all of the unlawful
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officers of the MNS have.een occupied for nearly a year In carrying Outthe duties of their office, unlawfully. They have persistently refused tocall an MNLt knowing that the Courts of this province await the results ofthe final level of appeal in the HNS before passing judgment on theblatant and obvious illegalities of,the bebaviour of the Metis Senate andit’s hired hil1, Dway-ne Roth.

And whereas

6. The majority of the 3reaidents in Western Raglan III have refused toacknowledge the legitimacy of the decision of the self appointed WEC andcontinue to recognize Maurice Aubiehon as the duly acknowledgedpresentative of Western Region III of the The grassroots legitimacyof local presidents cannot subsumed in deference to self appointed andpartisan elders, no matter how much respect our traditions afford toelders. An elder acting wrongfully is still acting vrougfuly.
The presidents of Western Region III have actually instructed a courtaction to overturn the legitimacy of the poll in local 175 because the MECrefused to hear their appeal of counting the results in this poll. Thispoll it is to be remembered, effectively elected Clam Chartier. Eldershave played the role as spiritual leaders and objective judges in ourtraditions —— not as hairsplitting partisans and community manipulators.

Now therefore be it resolved

A) THE NNL.A OVERTURN THE DECISION OF DWA!NE ROTH AND THE METIS ELECTION ‘SCOMMITTEE AND RESTORE THE VOTES CAST IN RIKL LOCAL #33 IN REGINA GIVINGIMMEDIATE EFFECT Tb IiE ELECTION’ OF ‘MAURICE AUBICHON AS AREA DIRECTOR 0?WESTERN REGION III 0? THE METIS NATION OF SASKATCHEWAN;

5) THE MMLA OVERTURN THE DECISION OF DWAYNZ ROTH AND ThE METIS ELECTIONC0MMIrE THAT VALIDATED AN ILLEGAL POLL ANT) NULLIFY ALL BALLOTS CAST INREGINA LOCAL 175 D GIVE IMMEDIATE EFFECT TO THE OUTCOME THEREUPONRESULTING NAMELY THE ELECTION 0? JIM DUROCHER AS PRESIDENT OP THE MNS;
OR

C) THAT THE MNLA IMMEDIATELY WOVE A MOTION ORDERING AN ENTIRELY NEW ELECTIONTO BE RUN IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE LAWS OF THE MNS AND NOT THE ARBITRARYWHIM 01 SELF APPOINTED ELECTION RULERS.

(;.
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March 20, 1998 .
.•

Mr. Earl Pelletier - ChirfEThctaruiOfJker -

MetisNadon ofSaskaicbewun
219 Robinc’

•

Sasicatoozi, Saskatchewan S7JO19.

RE: ApeaIEasterii Region hA
Gmy Martin - Candidate

DearMr Earl Pelletier

Pkasefmd enclosed a copy iiy appeal in regards to MetL Nation
ofSaskatëhewan Eteciio,rs ‘98; Eastern Rig1ónTIA

• :
•

- Iwn dissappoizited thatyou hve not sent the frfonnatlon that I
hav.requested This kthk ofnformut1on inqxdrssez’iouxly my atteit to
appeal the kcion and Lc much causefor concm’

lIoWeVei Irtuist’çcprecs !Y coit em aboutyirnr impartloJfiy prior to
the ekciioiuqizdyourinvol*i,wi,J in the der.ision making in regards to
Esfern Region HA üpEo ztispoini

Mr. lklj’les Pelletk,, ,uii4Q7cial eleetedAreaR presentative is statiuig
ope4’ tbayou heped bbnwbz this’ kction andthal infactyou were
diretzy i,r,oIved In d’eiojing and inkrnentin1ghis’ election strategy.

• You Iuzvc apparenrly &ithorized the changing of1ock on the
building, thii is owned by Eastern Assiniboine Property Management
IAzr.

I..’”.. • -

-
-

: •

27



003
.L5 tjon of S.sk

FXHO.; 43 eii
B—2—9:1:4
2p

P.4

0ou have infact refrdsed to recognize the legal1egional Council
and the legatL4JIfS Board ofJ)b’I!ctors as recorded and recognized by the
Mths Nation ófSaskatchewan and have szparteiIMr1 Myles Peifetier in
set&zg up an illegaiRegionat Cowicil and an illegal LAMB Board of
J)irectors with Mr. MyleFd1efier as Cairina,z The minutes ofsuch
illegal meeting will atte t th

.. .

We know thdtMy sPellelier Isyaur cousin Ear4 but we still have a
constitution that ha to befollowed andMr. Myles Peiletier Li still
imofficiat and appeals are stillpending.

We will aLcO be seeking redress hr ih coars and a collection action
to have any nwnIes authorized by the lllealRegknqi Council, Mr. Myks
.Pelletier has set up with yowr suppor4 or the Illegal IAMB oard of
Diredors he hasput inplace in which Mi’. Myles Peltetier Li a signing
authority and in wbicft 3fy GeraldSL Pierre Li a signing authority
returnetL

And infact Ifit L determined bj.’ ih cöris thatyou as Chief
ElectoraL Officer have oversfrpp4yowaWJthr1zrition we will be see1dn
redressfromyou.rs4fs ChiefLiecioral Officer and theMetisElection
Commission.

U

C..)

., s.,,

Please inform me ofthe heariizg.daieformy ppeaL Have a nice
• .1

- €ai didate Faste Region HA
Yorkton, SaskatchewanS3N2V6
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AppeutfGarry Maith!
• Addèndzirn ro Appeal February 28,1998

V.

V

• ca,li Etistern Regiol! 114
Boi 94 Yorktox Saskcjtchewwz S3N2V6

V

To: Mr EarlPelletier - CIiefEkêtora1 Officer
Ms. Nora Ritrkie -Metis Election CoinmLssion.
John Boucher fdigEkcrion commsion1iOse L&ocz -Mef Elecfion CozmnLsion

I would like ta thaz!yôufor the oppo7(wjjy topreserd my cppetL Tobegin I would like to request thai the entire Senate be given aizopportunity to make a decision on my appeaL

I would aLso szgest liwi Mr PeIletie,.M7c. Rose Le2)oc. and Ms.Nortz Ritchie not kpart iz theprocess because ofthe obviozis conflictoffntecs4 in LithE SenatorRoe LDo,a ajidM,. EarlPelletier are Mr.Myles Pelletier’s azot àml coZin rspecivdy, and because oftheir director izzdireciparticpation in the recent election in Easrn 1egion 1TA

L Thi-krn MeticJ ta on z,—is
Asyou are awarithe ballet box in this l&ation has been tairqeredwith and the itiuztion is czu’rentl undã invesiggtion by th Yorki-onACM.?. Major Crimes UniL

• It is my view that the vote cowit In this local be disallowed uztil• such time as the ACMJ can complete thei’izzvesEgaioixJt is my viewthat rznypresumptiozz that the:vore cowu is correct aspreiously stated via• a phcme clprovidesfor an Inference qfgrsilt and is infad an• obstristhon ofthe cwrrent invtigcithrn.

_, •., V

I.
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Ifinfact the MetisE1ethrn Cor Jcsior disallows the vote co wzt inYorlczcm Mefis Nation Local I3, ft Lc incizmbezzt ipon the menthei 1°declare iysef Garry M rth’ wzoffidalArea Representative, unti sitdza time a. the R.CM.P. completes its zvesfigation.

There is also thefact that there has been mWcpesentathn on thepart ofthe scrutineers af fleepolL John Charirand is a status Indian zndwas appointed by Lawtwic.e Pelletier a a scrutfrieer. ‘aren Johnson, thescruti,zeerforMyles Pdiletier and the:sIskr of!pfyle.s Pelletier is legallyKaren Etchemo,iia.
.

IiIs our view that becazrse ofthe high number ofirregularities thevote countfor thispar zdarpolLsbouldnotsi1zndor at least bedisallowed until th R C..bL P. Conde their investigation

IL Gerald Local

We reiterate or view that ballot box was sent to aiulpicked zip byMr. Mervin FdIetki who purports to be thePresident ofGerald LocaLMr Mervin Pelletier has niver lived in Geral4 Saskatchewan and is not amember GeraJdMetis Nafias LocaL.
.

We abject to thefact that the ballot box was set zip at the Yorkton*ndshp Cn% 60 jniles #wyfrom Gerald,’as*aichwan withoutproersj notfjriig the membership. and deprving a large number ofmembersthc right tovote.

IlL candidate RabthLczFontaine

We object to thefa4i thatMr. ZaFonkine.was transporting voters tozhpolling stations crndzs iiifact escorting fliem insidefor thepwposcof votingforMyles PelLetier contrary the election regulations.

•i.s Nation of Sask FRX Na.: 4i71 I 1—28—9 eI:42P P.3
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T Candidcrte Myles Pelleiier

Fieusefiiul enctose4 copies ofminute3 ofa virriey ofmeetings. It isclearMyles Pèlletier candidate was Vice-Pre.ideni ofthe Yorlcton MetisNrtk’rz Local #23 at the thne ofthe electhrns without resigning his
position.

.

It also dear that acrd1ng th the m&zuies ofthe enclosed meeiing
thatMr. Mles Felletier ‘ias rn the Board ofJ)ireôtoi ofthe Yorkton
Mets Nation Secretariat Local #23 and as a undidzte had xog resigedhisposition as a Board qfDireccto3’.

In explanation, Yorkton Metis Nathrn &crefuriat is a crrnqetinglocal to theYarktan 2Ifiis NatIon Local liEl3. As a result ofthi. electionMr. Myles Felletier i ,ww ch osingia have the Secretrriat recognized asthe legititizale loca4

We thInk thatMr. mies PdIefZer should be &sqrz4fled on the basishe badnot resigirnd ethErposWoit 30 drysprior go this election accorditg
to the election regulu4pns.

Swnn1aYy

We are willing to uppéär at any beirring sdedukd aid cirn providemore detailed information dependent on whether or totEzr1 PelletierChkfElectral Qfficerchooses toprovide with the information we are•eiititled ib and SreqLreszerY

A



RECEIVED NOV 301998

ON THE MATFER OF APPEAL
M.ETIS NATION ELECTION

FEBRUARY 21, 1998
FOR AREA DIRECTOR, WESTERN REGION 1

BY CANDIDATE

ALEX MORIN

APPELLANT’ S WRITTEN SUBMISS ION

1) The Métis Election Commission ( “Commissions) ruled
there was no evidence that Bouvier used the Local 31
office during the election.

Page 2 of Commission Ruling.

2) During the Commission hearing, the Appellant Alex
Morin introduced evidence showing that Bouvier had
consistently been in the building that housed the Local
#31 offices during the election. Bouvier never denied
this and said he was in the building at his campaign
office. His campaign office was rented from Western
Métis Economic Development Corporation (“NEDCO”). He
even submitted a receipt to the Commission as evidence.
Therefore the fact that Bouvier set up his campaign
office in the MEDCO building and used the telephone and
utility services within is not in contention. Everybody
agrees on this.

EXHIBIT RAN WESTERN METIS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION (MEDCO) - - CERTIFICATE OF
AUTHENTICATION.

3) MEDCO does a. good business with the Métis. Bouvier
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submitted evidence at the Commission hearing that it

shares space with Local #31, Métis Justice, and the Métis

Employment and Training Office. The building is full of

Métis people and Métis programs. It would have been

difficult to determine exactly where Bouvier’s campaign

office started or ended in this situation.

4) Further at all relevant times Bouvier was the

Western Region 1 Director(”Director”) or candidate for

re-election ( “Incumbent”) and always he was President of

NEDCO (“President”).

Exhibit “A”

5) As shown in #2 above, everyone agrees, Bouvier rented

office space in the DCO building. He submitted this

receipt at the Commission’s hearings to prove that he

didn’t rent the office from Local #31:

(-&/9 19Y
Recu de
Received from /9L/

-;1 /

___

— 100 Dollars

P4/A’ C,V’7

.c—, O

________________

No.

________________

—

This receipt is clear; that on January 19, 1998 Bouvier

paid MEOCO $50 for one months rent for his campaign

off ice space. James Kennedy (Treasurer)signed Bouvier’s

receipt. James Kennedy is also Local #31 President,
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which may explain some of the confusion about where

Bouvier was located in the building. $50 rent is very

reasonable because the office is in a building where

Métis (Voters) went in and out all the time and the rent

included telephone and other privileges. Any candidate

would consider this situation to be a major bonus during

an election!

Exhibit “B”

6. On January 16, 1998 Bouvier sent two letters to the

Chief Electoral Officer (“CEO”), one stating he would be

a candidate for Director. The critical letter stated he

would take his leave of absence effective January 21:

. £

M’7

j

:

/
-

I’’4_

- “
J.7725 /i,J7;,)

S y
Z.

/

/
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Again, James Kennedy’s signature appears - - this time as

a witness.

(This is exhibit “C” of Exhibits “B” & “C”)

7. A leave of absence is defined as;

“Temporary absence from employment or duty...”
“The state of being absent, removed, or away
from one’s domicile or usual place of residence.
Not present a particular time; opposite of
appearance at a specified time.”

Black’s Law Dictionary, 6th ed. ( St. Paul: West
Publishing, 1990) at 8 and 891.

8. The Appellant, Alex Morin, told the Commission that

he was of the view that Bouvier did not absent himself

from his position between January 21 and February 21,

1998.

9. Alex maintains that in fact Bouvier continued to use

and exercise control over resources and material

available only to Bouvier and only by virtue of his

incumbent office. Bouvier himself submitted the evidence

that shows without question that he rented himself the

EDCO office space while he was both DCO President and

the Métis Nation Director, on January 19, 1998 and then

used these resources to promote his candidacy.

10. Bouvier started his leave of absence on January 21,
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1998. He knew he was going to be a candidate and
informed the Chief Electoral Officer to that effect on
January 16, 1998.

Paragraph 6 above.

11. What happened between January 16 and 21, 1998?
Bouvier’s leave of absence did not take effect until
January 21. He was, then, still in control of the
resources of his office, although he knew he was running
for election. So, on January 19, he arranged to provide
the MEDCO office apace to himself.

Paragraph 5 above.

12. Bouvier as DCO president, authorized Bouvier, the
election candidate, to use the space. James Kennedy,
the MEDCO Treasurer and the Local #31 President, signed
the receipt in his capacity as MEDCO Treasurer
responsible for recording financial transactions. The
authority to lease lies with the President. Bouvier was
then, and still is the President of MEDGO.

13. Let’s summarize. On January 16, 1998 Bouvier while
Western Region 1 Director, as MEDCO President, rented to
himself a campaign office at MEDCO and then ran his
campaign out of the building that housed a number of
Métis programs and operations.
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14. Was this o.k? Maybe if MEDCO were just another C)
private company. But Alex maintains that MEDCO is a

subsidiary of the Métis Nation of Saskatchewan (“0S”).

MEDCO conforms with the criteria set out for a Regional

Council as per Article 5 of the S Constitution.

15. The S Constitution states clearly that a Candidate

must take a leave of absence. Our Constitution says:

5.9 When nominations close all candidates
shall take a leave of absence from any elected
position on the Provincial Métis Council of the
Métis Nation Legislative Assembly or any
salaried position with the Organization, or its
subsidiary bodies. The Provincial Métis Council
members and any persons who have a salaried
position with the Organization shall continue to
receive their salary while they are on such ç
leave of absence. (emphasis added)

Ar. t ic 1 e 8, s . 9 o f the Constitution of the Métis Nation of.
Saskatchewan, (MNS)19 93

16. At the Commission hearings Bouvier denied that MEDCO

was a S subsidiary. That is not surprising, when you

remember he is MEDCO’s President and any connection that

could be made to him being Director would be fatal.

Instead Bouvier repeatedly stated, time after time that

MEDCO was owned “by the Métis”. Alex agrees that it is

owned by the Métis and goes one step further. It is

owned by the Métis as represented by the Métis Nation of

Saskatchewan. It is an unregistered S subsidiary and

is in fact the Western Region 1 Regional Council.
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17. All of this was new to the Commission, and it appears
that they did not deal with the question. Or did they?
At page 2 of their ruling they held that Bouvier did not
use the Local Office. At page 3 they reviewed Bouvier’s

pre-signing MEDCO cheques. The Commission excused the
activity because:

“The CEO further advised us that he told
candidates to pre-sign cheques for use during
the leave period.”

Of course, this refers to cheques that needed to be
signed during the election for S business while an

Incumbent was on leave of absence. Bouvier did what he
was told to do, he pre-signed the DCO cheques so he
would not get caught doing iS business during the

election.

Commission Ruling, p.3

18. Bouvier knew that he could not sign the dEDCO cheques
during the election, because it is the Regional Council
and he would be doing MNS business. That is why he wrote:

To Whom it May Concern:
This is to officially notify, any challenges

to cheque signing during my “Leave of Absence”
that I Guy Bouvier, did pre-signed a number of
cheques from the Corporation, namely - Medco
Account-Bingo #(acct# deleted by Appellant)
/Cheques#’s 305-341- - -Medco-Nevada Acct. #(
Account # deleted by Appellant)/cheques #037-
048. Officially witness and in the presence of
witnesses-dated January 20, 1998. Yours
Sincerely -Guy Bouvier Medco-chairxnan.
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In his own handwriting it appears as this:

—

__

4’M

/i4i’
-

/ -,
- :5-’-1

—

k/’r’’
#

-
Ac-2

J

,-24L..i6 -‘--“ - -,•
- /69-7 °‘‘

/fl

Yes it is a matter of record that Bouvier wrote this

letter and submitted it to the Election Commission to

make sure he was safe as Director/President from using

Métis Nation resources. This was written lust 1 day

after he, as President of MEDCO, rented a camDaiqn office

to himself in the !‘DCO building. During the campaiqn he

used the MEDCO/Métis Nation resources to re-elect

himself. This was in violation of the Métis Nation of

Saskatchewan Constitution. It is interesting to note

that one of the two witnesses, to this letter, was again

James Kennedy, Local 31 President and DCO Treasurer.

Exhibit “E”
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19. Even the Commission realized that MEDCO business was
MNS business, but they overlooked the January 16 receipt
where President Bouvier made the decision to rent
himself, as Director, space for his election campaign.
They made no comment on the receipt. Had they noticed
this discrepancy, Alex would not be at this Appeal trying
to get the justice he fairly deserves.

20. There are other reasons why Alex believes that MEDCO

is the Regional Council and as such an S affiliate.
These include:

a) it was incorporated for the Locals and there
has been an ongoing custom of appointing Local
Presidents as members (Directors) of NEDCO; and

b) that CO’s bylaws, as registered with the
Corporations Branch, state that if MEDCO
dissolves all of its assets go to the Locals in
Western Region 1.

21. NEDCO, for the most part gets its directors from

the Local Presidents in Western Region 1. EDCO’s 1997

Annual Return, filed with the Corporation Branch lists 11

directors, of which 1 is Bouvier and 7 were Local
Presidents. They were;

James Kennedy Meadowlake
Cecile Durnas Spiritwood
Millie Blyan Glaslyn
Theresa Brady Livelong
Leonard Delormne Cochin
Michael Bell Rush Lake
Laura Pritchett Glaslyn

Exhibit “F”
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Guy Bouvier
Box 3058
Meadow take, SE
son ivo Ph. 236—3122

‘Leonard D.lorne — Local 127
General Delivery

-Cocix, SE
SON OLO Ph. 386—2059

“Richard Lafleur — Local 167
General Delivery
Dore Lake, SE
SOJ 080 Ph. 832—2214

‘Laura Pritchett — Local I 75
Box 35
Glaslyn, SE
SON OTO Ph. 342—4481

•teona:d Martell — Local $161
Box 55
Glaslyn, SE
SON OTO Ph. 342—4334

tva 342—4543

‘Millie lL7an — Local $71
Box 211
Pierceland, SE
SON 2K0 Ph. 839—2271

Bruce Bell — Local $91
Box 1450
Meadow Lake, SE
SON 1VO Ph. 236—4443

Calvin Roy - Local IS
Box 188
Green Lake, SE
5014 130 Ph. 832—2062

Fax 832—2093

Theresa Brady — Local $72
Box 131
Livelonq, SE
SON 1.70 Ph. 845—2781

Jane. Kennedy - Local $31
Box 2646
Meadow take, SE
SON 1VO Ph. 236—4869

lax 236—3086

.‘Colin Davidson — Local $118
General Delivery
Briqhtsa.nd, SE
SON 180 Ph. 248—3788

Fax 248—3709

3u1es Duas — Local $136
Box 134
Spiritwood, SE
SOJ 2)40 Pt.. 883—2732

DCO took great pains to have the Locals represented

its Board, but it forgot something very significant.

forgot to allow the Métis people it was supposed

represent to become members in the Corporation.

23. How does a Regional Council exist? It exists only

by the authority of the Métis Nation of Saskatchewan

Constitution in Article 5. Also Article 7 (Subsections

3, 4, 5, 8, and 9) is extremely important because it

gives the !4NS authority to admit or dissolve a Local.

22. As late as 1995, the Directors were identified by

Local Numbers in the KEDCO’s Annual Return. This was

registered with the Corporations Branch;

SC3IEDULZ ‘A

WESr!*1( )tS SCONOI4IC OCVILOP13r COKPV8.A?t0W

DzR8CrORS

Exhibit “Ge

on

It

to
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The Local is the basic unit of a Regional Board. All
this authority comes from the Metis Legislative Assembly,

24. If the Métis Locals in Western Region 1 were
dissolved today it is true that DCO would continue to
exist. It would exist not under Métis law but only under
Provincial law. What would cease to exist is:

(a) any guarantee that !DCO’s objectives of“fund raising”, as filed with the CorporationsBranch, would be for any benefit to the Métis
people in the Region;

(b) any more preferential treatment that DCO
now receives in relation to sharing !NS
resources and information; and

(c) any legitimacy to any representations by
DCO to the MNS, the Provincial Government and
related entities such as the Gaming Authority,
or any other agency or corporation, that it
represents all the Métis people in Western
Region 1. This is especially significant
considering that this corporation is technically
owned by only a handful of people.

25. Alex stresses the fact that the Locals within Western
Region I recognised MEDCO as their property. And they
were bold enough to assert their ownership. The Locals
insisted that NEDCO’s asset were to be. split up among
thernsleves if the Corporation was dissolved. That is why
the Articles were amended in 1990 to read:
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•

Th. Non-pcolR CopotaUcn Act Poem 4
ArUci.. of .A4n,nr*”d

La ‘‘ w SASXATCIlWII

REGISTERED
Jut

CORPORATIONS
BRAI4CH

1. Me.ccrotitia: Western fletis Zcono.Ic Develop.ent
Corporation

2. Th. atic & i. coratya imende u IoSuws
.A. That paragraph .aended as follows:

The persons to who. re.ainiug property is to be distributed
in the course of liquidation and dissolution of the Corporation
shall be to the following thirteen local Iletis orgainsations:

L... t.’

Green Lake SE
Headow Lake, SE
Spiritvood, SE
Leowille. SE
Chitek Lake, SE
Glaslyu, SE
Ilidnite Lake, SE
Cochin. SE
Livelong, SE
Pierceland, SE
Srightsand, SE CORPORATIONS BRANCH
Rush take, SE EXAMINED

DATE:__________

QAMJNER: J 1L/

1 The ha ein duly flzad by ei m.meets piaM cns 158 aW 158 5. Act on 01.
June .1990

d.y .19

MsI DeiuesIi & . -

,,,.._ Zf ijy 1•t.a President . -

Exhibit “H”

The Métis Locals of Western Region 1 made sure that they

would not lose their property if )DCO dissolved. The

Locals in Western Region 1, despite the fact that they

may have currently lost control of their Regional Board,

ultimately own it all: lock, stock, and barrel.

26. Alex submits also that possibly Bouvier used time and

resources as Western Region 1 Director and MNS Minister
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of Economic Development to support his Presidency of

MEDCO. It can be inferred that MEDCO’s success can be
directly tied to Bouvier’s role within the !NS.

27. The Locals own DCO. The Saskatchewan Métis Nation

has jurisdiction over granting Local status. Regional

boards are composed of the Locals. Therefore Alex

submits that;

MEDCO IS AN AFFILIATE MENBER OF THE !ETIS NATION OF

SASKATCHEWAN.

28. Given the definition of affiliate as:

1. To associate or unite, a member or branch to
a larger or principle body:...2:/ To join or
associate (oneself) : with... :OR,
connect, attach, as society to federation...

New Illustrated Webster’s Dictionary ( New York:
Parnco Pub. 1992) p.18.
Collins English Dictionary; Canadian Edition,
(Toronto: Collins, 1989.)

It is logical to connect the association between the S,

the Locals, and MEDCO on the known facts.

29. We can see that Bouvier, in spite of all denials, had

an edge in the election. Some might ask does this matter

a lot? Alex feels it does matter; and it does matter a

lot.
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30. It matters because, a Regional Director is elected to

represent Métis people in a fair and honest manner. The
““‘

Métis put their faith in this person, and in turn the

Director must return that good faith, using good skills,

wisdom, and ethics.

31. At issue is the use of material and resources by an

incumbent candidate. This is important as has been

written:

Members of the House of Commons, provincial
legislatures or territorial assemblies who
intend to seek re-election.. .before their
current term of office expires have, by virtue
of their continuing membership, certain rights,
privileges and obligations which other
candidates do not..., to the member candidate’s
relationship with his opponents would be his use
of parliamentary perquisites (free mailing,
telephone, broadcasting facilities, constituency
office, and the like) in a partisan maTwer.
These are services made available...at
taxpayer’s expense for the performance of his
duties as Member in serving and representing his
constituency, not for his Dartisan advantage as
a nominated candidate. . The distinction, while a
fine line and often difficult to draw, must be
made. . .Members have obligations and restraints
imposed on them in part by custom and in part by
law. . .Nevertheless some of these legal
disqualifications, such as those, that would
bring about the resignation of an incumbent
member, should equally be considered and
resolved by an aspiring member before he is
elected.

Election Law In Canada, J. Patrick Boyer
(Toronto: Butterworth, 1987) at 53.

0
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32. Alex submits that the 2S Constitution Article 8,
s.9, 10, and 11 are very clear; there shall be no
exercise or use of office during an election by an
incumbent without express directions of the Senate. Alex
agrees with Boyer, in the preceding paragraph, in context
to allegations of Bouvier’s use of authority and S
resources to promote himself. The A must make this
critical and difficult decision to protect the S
Constitution and establish fair play, honour, and ±espect
within the Métis Nation of Saskatchewan.

33. In addition, there are two important policy issues to
address in dealing with Bouvier’s actions:

a) jurisdiction; and

b) resource management and protection.

JURISDICTION

34.. In effect, Bouvier’s submission that NEDCO is not
part of the !flS weakens the Saskatchewan Métis Nation’s
jurisdiction both within the community and over its own
Directors. If this Regional body is acting outside of
the S then who speaks on behalf of the Métis people in
Western Region 1? Bouvier’s submission diminishes the
MNS representation in the community. This is especially
true given that !EDCO has used the Métis name to hold
itself out to the community and other governments that it
has jurisdiction in the Western Region 1.
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35. If the Métis Nation of Saskatchewan claims

governance jurisdiction in the Region, it must now make

that claim publicly and forcefully because if it does not

then there is no stopping other small groups of Métis

from setting up corporations to claim they represent

Métis interests in the Regions. In addition, Alex finds

it deplorable that a Regional Director, who holds himself

out as a Minister of the S, would simultaneously

attempt to limit the S jurisdiction within his Region

by denying that his Regional Board is an TS affiliate

simply to cover for his actions. A more ethical position

should be taken by a Director.

RESOURCE MANAGENT AND PROTECTION

36. Alex submits that the MNS must take all steps to

secure DCO assets to ensure that they are safe for

Métis elders, youth, and families. We are talking about

a “non-profit” company that keeps up to $35,000 a year in

“surplus” gaming revenue profits to itself. Because

EDCO claims that the S has no authority over it, no

one except Bouvier and a small handful of Directors knows

what happens to this surplus. Alex submits that it is

the right of every Métis person in Western Region 1 to

know what the Regional Board’s financial position is.

37. Alex, like you, has heard reports of Métis assets

being removed from Local and Regional control into hands

of private individuals. These reports of buildings going

“missing” continue to come out of both Regina and
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Yorkton. Alex wants the S Legislative Assembly to take
a stand, and prevent the piracy of any more of the Métis
people’s property being removed from their government’s
jurisdiction.

38. Alex Morin respectfully submits that !‘DCO is Western
Region l’s Regional Board and part of the Métis Nation
of Saskatchewan. Further that Guy Bouvier authorized and
used the Regional Board’s offices for his re-election.
This was in contravention of Article 8, s. 9 of the
Constitution of the Métis Nation of Saskatchewan.

THEREFORE:

39. Alex Mann respectfully requests that the Métis
Legislative Assembly;

(A) declare that DCO is the Western Region 1
Regional Board and as an affiliate is part of
the Métis Nation of Saskatchewan; and

(B) that Guy Bouvier by renting himself campaign
of f ice space within the DCO building was in
violation of the Constitution Article 8, s 9;
and

(C) that Alex Mann be declared Western Region
#1 Director because Bouvier has forfeited the
election as stated in the Constitution Article 8
s. 13:

Any candidate whose election has been
appealed under Section 7 (f) and has
been found guilty by the Métis Elections
Commission of violate Section 9 shall
forfeit such elected position.. . . I
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in addition, Alex Morin requests that the Legislative
(‘,

Assembly upon determining MEDCO is an S affiliate;

i) instruct the Local Presidents of Western
Region 1 to forthwith register the Regional
Board (MEDCO) with the S as required under
Article 5 s. 6 of the Constitution; and

ii) that the Regional Board (MDCO) register
with both the zs and the Corporations Branch
the names of all the recognised Local Presidents
as Directors. This will include the Loon Lake
& Makwa Métis Society CLocal #32) as part of
EDCO and to be named with relative successor
rights to the Corporation; and

iii) that the Legislative Assembly award Alex
Morin his costs (to a maximum of $ 1000) for
this appeal. The costs to be paid by DCO for
its failure to register as a Regional Board and
for its inaction in not correcting its
President’s inaccurate interpretation of its
position within the Métis Nation of
Saskatchewan.

Respectfully submitted this 30 day of November, 1998 in

the City of Saskatoon, Saskatchewan.

(Z a



209537

j
Saskatchewan
Justice

________

Corporations
Branch

Certificate of

Authentication

The Non-profit Corporations Act

STE ris E’EC DEVOP?T RPORATION

I hereby certify that the attached is a true copy of a
document maintained in the records of the Director
of Corporations of the corporation listed above.

Noveither

Corporation Number

Given under my hand and seal

this 18th

of

_________

day

______

19 98

Philip J.
FlorYrrector

sik
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Certificate of Incorporation
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Corporation No. 209537

I hereby certify that

WESTERN )TIS ONOI4ZC DEVELOPI CORPORATtON

/

is this day incorporated and registered under The Non-profit Corporations Act.
/

Givenundermyhandandsealthis 5th dayof October ,19 89

Director

0
ip



The Non -profit
Articles of IncorporthipIGISTERED
(Section 6)

OCT 51989

CORATCN3
BRANCH

1. Nameofcorporation: Western Metis Economic Development Corporation

2. The municipality in which the registered office is to be situated: The Town of Meadow Lake

3. The classes of membership:

The annexed Schedule I is incorporated in this form.

4. Right, if any, to transfer membership interest:

None.

5. Number(orminimumandmaximumnumber)ofdirectors: Minimum of 9, maximum of 16.

6. The corporation is a membership corporation or a charitable corporation D
7. Restrictions, if any, on activities the corporation may carry on or on the powers the corporation may exercise:

None.

8. Persons to whom remaining property is to be distributed in the course of liquidation and dissolution of the
corporation:

To existing members at the time of liquidation and dissolution.

9. Other provisions, if any:

The annexed Schedule II is incorporated in this form.

1 0. Incorporators:

Name in full

Guy ouvier

DATE:

___

EXMiN’R:

? Government of
Saskatchewan

II/Il
ormi

Place of residence, giving Street and number
or R.R. number and post office

fW 21 Y

S n ure

/
,,..,‘ S

• 1;97- -

CORPORATIONS BRANCH
EXAMINb

j—’ ,.-. \_.—, —



SCHEDULE I

Classes of Membership

There shall be two classes of membership as follows:

(a) regular membership, the members of which shall be entitled to
vote at all meetings of members and such members shall:

1. Be of the age of 16 years and older.
2. Be of Metis ancestry.

(b) youth membership, the members of which shall be entitled to
the same rights as regular members, but shall not be entitled to
vote or to be elected as directors and such members shall:

1. Be of the age of less than 16 years.
2. Be of Metis ancestry.

‘C)

U



SCHEDULE II

Other Provisions

1. A director is required to be a member of the corporation.
2. The directors who hold the offices of President and Secretaryshall be elected as directors for a term of two (2) years.
3. The directors may, by resolution, make, amend or repeal anybylaws that regulate the activities and affairs of the corporation.



asKatcneww I

“Ii’

Corporation No. 209537

I hereby certify that

Certificate of Amendment

.1

t

I
has amended its articles in accordance with the attached Articles of Amendment, Articles of Reorganization or Articles of I —

Arrangement. (_)

TLsN N.’rIS E1IC RATtN

Given under my hand and seal ttiis 5th day of .19 90July

Director /
C)



• Saskatchewan I he Non-prOnt Corporations Act Fo

iiiiii Articles of Amendment
(Section 159)

PR@V1NCE OF SASKATCHEWAN

REGiSTERED
JUL 5 1990

I CORPORATIONS
BRANCH

p

1. Nameofcorporation: Western Metis Economic Development CorporationNo.
Corporation

2. The articles of the coppation are amended as follows:
(.That paragraph e’amended as follows:

The persons to whom remaining property is to be distributed
in the course of liquidation and dissolution of the Corporation
shall be to the following thirteen local Metis orgainzations:

Big a&- 5[fQL

Green Lake, SIC
Meadow Lake, SIC
Spiritwood, SIC
Leoville, SIC
Chitek Lake, SIC
Glaslyn, SIC
Midnite Lake, SIC
Cochin, SIC
Livelong, SIC
Pierceland, SIC
Brightsand, SIC
Rush Lake, SIC

CORPORATIONS BRANCH
EXAMINED

DATE:

________________

EXAMINER:
4

(J___________
.3. The amendment has been duly authorized by the members pursuant to sections 156 and 158 of the Act on the

dayof June ,ig9O

dayof .19

Date Name Description of office
•

Signature

Z 9 i a on - - 4 A /

_______________



Cees

By Due Dare ,&‘iz1 Di

Alter due care ‘ SE

[1
1871 Smith Street
2nd Floor
egina. Saskatchewan
•“‘3V7

l%I Iii ‘.Ij i I L4.d a a L l WCG

GERALD R. PERKINS LAW OFFICE

— 132 CENTRE STREET
MEADOW LAKE SASK

S9X1L4

• r

1N0V281997
375

CORPORTlQNS BRANCH

incOrporating SAS K.iunSCiCtiOn

______________

Pelum Cue dale 97ii

CORP. NO.
209537

Payable to:
Minister of Finance

r

Corporation 4ESTERN METIS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
Name

Street. Hamlet or Land Descrron C, Town Village R.M LO.. N.A.0. Province I Postal Code

egistered .2 — 132 CENtRE STREET LAK SASi( flX1L4
Office Location

MainTypes :UND RAISING

of activities

Mailing ;ERALD R. PERKINS LAW CFFICE
Agent

Street. P.O. Box, or P.R. N I City/Province I Postal Code

Mailing I
Address

-_ I
C NumDeco IC Nunrberot

Classes of Css of membership I Css of membership T memoers
of mbersh 0 Nbe’

T members I
T memb

Membership E i lB

Itrnorethart6
‘‘

classes use an
attachment. EGULAR DooOOO371t’DUTH

H
€ T

H r______ 6

Fixed
Authorized No. of Directors Number

or Mir0 and Max. Number

Name (Surname filowed by first name and initial) Office Held Res.Cal

Directors: OUVIER, GUY YES

If more than 10
Directors use
an attachment. Pedendal Address City / Province Postal Code

OX 3O5 IE&OOw LAKE, SK OM1VO

Name (Surname followed by fIrst name and bridal) Office Held Pea Can.

)UMAS, CECILE YES

Residentiaj Address City I Province I PosralCode

lOX 134 PIRITW000, 5K OJ2MO

Name (Surname followed by fIrst name and initial) OffIce Held Pea-Can.

ILYAN, MILLIE
YES1

Directors Residential Address jCtty I Pfov,rrce
Jposv 4”

(Continuedon 3]X 211 LASLYN, SK

page2...)

Form 26 Signature required on Page 2
Page 1 o(2



‘ESTERN METIS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

enlIIyjress 5K

ndai5iaj) Office Head —

;NtAELIvERY 13tRbT9, SK fo

teeu name and ndial) Office Held Pea-Can

;tesELtvERy
LAKE, SASK.

L.c€, CS•

Jr jSy, 1aae and initial) Office Held Rca-Can.

L0ELIVERY R’rIn-sAND, 5K

l7*wed bir
e4

:ntttai) Office Held Rca-Can.

3Renldress tC2°YN, SA SK.

initial) Cliice Ile Pea-Can.

csvà__f4anMJ

3’ Lfl0t N, S A S K.

ifl.L }-‘es, ssi.
Name (Surname followed by fit name and initial) Office ieia Res.Carl.

-Jc.%-%%e5 €4
Res.o,ntlal Addreas 4 Cay! Prowice Postal Code

ç 1j Sck koNo

Type Group Code Nam X-PFIIeNo. CCYY MM DO CCYY MM DO YY MM 00

Foruseof 2 5 1 SASK 1989 10 05 1989 10 05 97 12’ 31

Corporations

I

Organization lurisdiction lncorp. Date Register Date Fiscal Year flC

B h I
hm Cct, Directors Snare Suo

ranc on y M M Fee Coce V V I MM DO New NumOe.-s Filed Mm. P Max. Holcers

7 11 30 10 6 95 12 06 09 16 38

- .. being YraU of the corporation
at olhce (Pwsa,mi. r.ciei. SOkQtOil

hereby Certify that the foregoing information respecting the corporation is correct as of 0L-e” I 19

_______

.jate 6 I 7 A:_1toi€I;f

CS-se

tL r

Dtrecto
itfn,ame me and initial)

(continued) —

Oltice Meld

209537

Page 2 of 2



Notice of Registered Office Form 3— ,skatchewan

II
Corporations Branch

The Non-Profit Corporations Act, 1995
[Subsections 19(2) and (4) of the Ac

PRO\flNCE OF SASKATCHwA].
_1J_r-

Please see reverse for instructions

1. Name of corporation:

2. Location of registered office:

3. Mailing address of registered office including postal code:

A A

P7e,40 tJ LA e, 3Mk.
Sc, ,n I v’O

4. Effective date:

01-03- 97

0

Corporation No.: Zc) Ys—3 7

tJ72EZAJ “)177S

MAR 91998

CORPORATIONS
BRANCH

a—,?’ c Cc7 e- £4L27i

0 t) LA—k, 54s/(.

Office Held Signature
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• •••ii I I \?at4.dL(;new2nd oor
Recina. Saskatchewan
* 3V7

Directors:
If more than 10
Directors use
an attachment.

esidential ACOress

V)X 211 City! Provrnce

LASLY, SK

Pes.Cari

YES

Postal 0Ce

0t Q Y 0

Page 1 of 2

GERALD R. PERKINS LAW OFFICE

— 132 CENTRE STREET
MEADOW LAKE S4SK

S9X1L4

n rp 3tlOrlT —

fNOV281997 375

CORPORfflONS BRANCH
Incorporatinç

I,.JuriaCiCtiOn

V V i. U 0
Peturn due date 13CORD. NO.

209537

By Due Date 10

After Cue sale 5Payable to:
Minister of Finance

ESTERN METIS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
4Corporation

Name

C__

(

Street. lamlet or Land Descnon I Cj. Town Village. n.M. LD., N.A.D. Province °catal CøCe
Registered ‘2 — 132 CENiRE STREET 1tAD LAk ASK 9X1L4Office Location

-

MainTypes UND RAISING
of activities

Mailing ERALO R. PERKINS LAW OFFICEAgent

Street. P.O. Box. or R.R. V I CttytProvince
Postal Code

Mailing
Address

V v VClasses of o Number of
i Number of C Numoer of

Class of membership Class of memoership Class of membership
Membership T memoers members T membersE 6If more than 6

—
I

attachment. EGULAR booooo3
classes use an s

7frOUTH Z1
4

6

FixedAuthorized No. of Directors
Number or MirO and Max. Number —

Name (Surname f6Ifoed by first name and tubal)
DUVIER, GUY •/

lOlfice Held

Pesidential iddess • Tcitv i Prosrnc I POstal CodeOX 3058 . :. EAODW LAKE, SK OMIVO

NCme (Surname followed by first name and initial) Office Held Res..Carl.)UMAS, CECILE / - YESI

Pesicential AdCress City / Proeirrce
IPOsaICOd 130X 134 IRITWODD, SK 0J2M0

Name (Surname fofioiyed by first name arid initial) Office Held Pes-Dari.LYAN, MILLIE / .z YES

Directors
(Continued on
page2...)

Form 26 Signature required on Page 2
\)
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‘r

WESTERN MET!

Direct_.

(continued)

S ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

yname me and initial)

3,enuI fless

Office Held

!IErNG, SK

:9ef09 ,nd initial) Office Held

., I—

;N.ELIVERY SK

Oft1ceHelit

lcestDELIvERy LAKE, SASK.

fl?A L&t, a.s::. .1
J I;wec and initial) Office Held es•Can.

;ttLoELIvERy 5K

flerjrndrniual) Office Held — es-Can.

3entdress t’1°’N, SASK.

toUonnstal) OtficeHeld

‘-vk f’4rwJ
3entoresa t’1°YN, SASK.

G.p3E7tkL... 5c3i..

Name (Surname followed by first name and initial) Iottice Held Res.Can.

€
ResiderulalMdress J Cizy/Prowice Postal Cae

LAt, SSk ko

I 5F€LV T1fl3 kJWj being flSO of the corporation
Nan DI Dec. tP.$.OeI. Deeciei. Seicitoil

Do hereby certify that the foregoing information respecting the corporation is correct as of 19

_______

Date 6, 1 7 Signature
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SCHEDULE ‘A’

WESTERN METIS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

DIRECTORS

Guy Bouvier
Box 3058
Meadow Lake, SK
SON 1VO Ph. 236—3122

‘Leonard Delorme — Local #27
General Delivery
Cochin, SK
SOM OLO Ph. 386—2059

‘Richard Lafleur — Local #67
General Delivery
Dore Lake, SK
SOJ OEO Ph. 832—2214

‘Laura Pritchett — Local # 75
Box 35
Glaslyn, SK
SON OYO Ph. 342—4481

,Leonard Martell — Local #161
Box 55
Glaslyn, SK
SON OYO Ph. 342—4334

Eva 342—4543

/Millie Ely an — Local #71
Box 211
Pierceland, SK
SON 2K0 Ph. 839—2271

Bruce Bell. Local #91
Box 1450
Meadow Lake, SK
SON 1VO Ph. 236—4443

•Calvin Roy — Local #5
Box 188
Green Lake, SK
SON 1BO Ph. 832—2062

Fax 832—2093

Theresa Brady — Local
Box 131
Livelong, SK
SON 1JO Ph. 845—2781

James Kennedy — Local
Box 2646
Meadow Lake, SK
SON 1VO Ph. 236—4869

Fax 236—3086

#72

#31

.-Colin Davidson — Local #118
General Delivery
Brightsand, SK
SON 1HO Ph. 248—3788

Fax 248—3709

-‘Jules’ Dumas — Local #136
Box 134
Spiritwood, SK
SOJ 2M0 Ph. 883—2732



vernmeflt or
askatchewan The Non-profit Corporations Act Fo111111 Articles of Amendment

(Section 159)
—

1. Nameof corporation: Western Metis Economic Development CorporationNo.
Corporation

2. The articles of the coppration are amended as follows:
paragraph s”mended as follows:

The persons to whom remaining property is to be distributedin the course of liquidation and dissolution of the Corporationshall be to the following thirteen local Metis orgainzations:
Eig fli’rc.,

wore L*i- 5l’fc(

Green Lake, SIC
Meadow Lake, SIC
Spiritwood, SIC
Leoville, SIC
Chitek Lake, SIC
Glaslyn, SIC
Midnite Lake, SIC
Cochin, SIC
Livelong, SIC
Pierceland, SIC
Brightsand, SIC
Rush Lake, SIC

CORPORATIONS BRANCH
• EXAMINED

DATE:

_________________

EXAM1NE_________
•_3. The amendment has been duly authorized by the members pursuant to section ¶56 and 158 of the Act on the

dayof June ,ig9Q
/7 (5

4.

dayc .19

Date Name Description of office Signature

• —

______

/•
/.

PRVNCE OF SASKATCHEWAN

REGJSTERED
JUL 5 1990

CORPORATIONS
B RAN C H

//
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NOV 1998

October30, 1998

Robert Doucec, Sccretaxy
l4étis Nation ofSabtcheivan
2l9RobinCres
SASKATOON 5K S7L 6M8

Dear Mr. Docttc:

Please find appendedtl minutCa ofour newly formed local ‘Mttis Nation Local #414” whichws Initiated on October30, 1998.. Also a1tc1e4 is the list ofthe founding mcmbcr ofLocal#444.
V

You will note in tbe minutes ofOctober 30,1998, motion #7, thet we direct you to place theratification ofour loal on the agenda ofthe Métis Legislative Assembly wlich will be held inPrincc Albert on mbr4 aix! 5,1998.

We mist you will comply with our request, and we look tbrward to ork1ng with you and theother executive ofthe Mttis.NatiozL

Sincerely,

Dchuur Henry, President
MétisNationLocal1I141
RR2, Site 3,’ Comp 26 V

Prince Albert SK S6V 5P9 V

(306) 922-2357

DHiTh
At

V

cc: Mr. Peter Rudyk Area Director, Western Region.ll
Executive ofMétis Nation Local #444



— NO’I 31998

FOUNDiNG MEETJNG
- —

OF
METLS’NATiONLOCAL 11444

LOCATION: 1238 COOK DRIVEDATE; OCTOBER 30 1998TIME: 8:00 p.m.

PRESENT: John Dorios, Jay Vtlleneuve, Ddmar Henry, ArnoldMurphy, Torn Gerard, Judy Henry, Bill Henry, ColleenVWcneuve, Jàlce Henry, Mane Ekland
CBAIRPERSONIRECORDER Torn Gerard

MOTION:

That in acàcidaze with Métis Nation C itution, we fbirnaliy establish.Local #444 in the City ofPrince Albert, Saskatchewea

Mowd by: John Dorm
Seconded by: Jay Villeneuve
Carded.

2. NOMIN4TIONS FOR INTERIM EXECUTIVE:

President Dehner Henry
RR2,Site3Comp26
PRINCE ALBERT 3K S6V 5P9

Vice Pcsidcint John Dorion
‘64323 St. W.
PRINCE AlBERT 3K S6V 4M4
Pf1 763-5065 FAX 922-5097

JudyHenry
65lMacArthirDr,.
PRINCE ALBERT 3K S6V 5X6

Arnold Muiphy
1385 15&W.
PRiNCE ALBERT SK S6V 5S8

Elect byacc1’nation.
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LJU NOV 31998

Mlnuta ofOctober30, 199*, MétIs Nat on Local 11444 Psg—

3. MOTION:

That the executive proceed, with tbe authority, to obtain recognition/approval fbrthe newly Ibrined Local #444 by Regional Council, Western Region II and by theMétis Legislative Assembly.

Moved by: Jay Villeneuve
ScconddbyBillHenry
Carñc

V

4. MOTION: 1

V

That the executive proceed with the Provincial incorporation process and obtaincertification ofNon-Profit status.
V Movcdby .AildMurphy

SeconIedbyTornGczaz
Cazde’

MOTION: V

That tbe teasiuer establish a bank account at the Bank ofMontreal.
Moved by: Colleen Villeneuve
Secondcdby Judy Henry
Canie

6. MOTION:
V

That the people prescVat this meeting be authorized to recruit new members forLocal #111.

Movcdby: JohnDorion V
V H

V

Seconded by: Tom Gciad

7. MOTION:
V

That the minutes ofthis fàimal meeting be forward to Robert Doucette,Secrotaxy, Métis Nation and ditect him to include the ratification ofLocal #444onttageroftlM4tiaativeAssembly scheduledf 4Vf5, 1998, in Prince Albert, Sakatchcwan.



NOV 3

M1rantfOctober 3 199$, MtiiNat1o IMcai 11444 Pse 3
Be it fnr resolved, that the mfligF ofthis meeting be forwarded to PeterRudyk Arca Director, Western Region If and direct him to proceed with thetificafion ofLocal 11444 at Ihe regional level
Moved by: Torn Gerard
Seconded by: Arnold Murphy

8. MOTION:

The interim address for the local be located at RR 2, Site 3, Comp 26, Prince

Movedb , Tom Gerard
Secondedby; Arimid Murphy
Carried.

9. NEXT MEETING:

- November 13, 1998
V 700pm

123$ CookDrive
Prince Albert 5K S6V 4R7

10. MEETh(GADIOURNETh

Delmar Hemy moved the meeting be adjmmd..Seconded by; Torn Gourd
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11/04/98 WED 15:46 FAX 306 782 6662 YORETON FRIENDSHIP CTR.E

Proposed Constitutional Amendment
Limiting the Authority of the Senate To That of the Original Intent

November 4, 1998

Whereas: The Senate has evolved into a political forum unto itself with
unchecked and unregulated political authority.

Whereas: The Senate has evolved into an appointed political body, with the
authority to call elections, appoint the ChiefElectoral Officer,
moniior the elections, the Authority to run the Area offices during the
elections, regulate the appeals on suck elections, vote on such appeals
and vote on Area End Local political disputes.

Whereas: The Senate has become a political forum and can no longer rule in aa
unbiased manner on political Area and Local disputes and in

ming political the Senate ill itself is in a Cénflict of Interest.

Whereas: A number of Senators have chosen to become politically involved in
Provincial, Regional and Local Elections and then vote on decisions on
appeals of those elections has in fact tainted the Political process for
Metis Nation Elections and has in fact discredited the Metis Nation of
Saskatchewan.

I, Clayton Ward, citizen of the Métis Nation of Saskatchewan, make the motion to
withdraw all such authority from the Senate of the Metis Nation of Saskatchewaa

I move that the Senate should. become what the trAditional intent of the Senate was
and should be in that they should represent our people as respected and honourable
elders of our Nation, in the opening of buildings, opening of programs, saying the
opening prayers at meetings and that the Senate should fill that traditional roJe and
no other, ,qU,.

I believe that we have, as Citizens ofthe Metis Nation, have .donea disservice to the
Senators in that we have forced them to make decIsions oa political nature,
discrediting the Senate as an institution and the Senators as individuals.

I, Dennis Langan. citized of the Metis Nation of Saskatchewan, second the motion.

Clayton W d Date
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Crescent Lake Metis Nation Local #41
I

... ..r “. ,.

Johr Robert LFontaine - Presderrt
1O3AsfrvoodPIae

Yorkton, Sesktchewari, S3N 2N2

+
Phone (3O) 752 - 2822

I
. Fex (28) 782-662

‘Novemb 02, 1995

C/O Mr. Robert Doucette - Provjijdal Secretary
Metis Nation of Saskatchewan
219 Robin Crescent
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan
S7L 6M8

Re: Character Clause - Constitutional Amendment

Dear Mr. Doucette

We, the Metis of Crescent lake Metis Nation Local 47, are of a strong belief in honesty, hard
work, and integrity of our peoples.

It is our ardent beliefthat the Metis Nation of Saskatchewan would improve in its mandate for
good government ifwe were to promote our hard working Metis ciiizens. We feel that such a
provision that we would honor our hard wcrking elders, honor the working person and honor the
Metis Nation

The constitutional amendment as outlined would of course effect veiy few people. Local
Presidents, Area Representatives and the Executive would not be forced to register in any way
shape or form. Jt would only be on a written complaint would the proposed constitutional
amendment take place. And of course if you have worked for at least six (6) months in the
last seven years you would be exempt.

Whereas: The Metis Nation of Saskatchewan recognizes the integrity and character
of its peoples and the resulting efforts of the working person in good
goverurnent ofthe Metis Nation

Whereas: We seek to honor the hard life and hard work of our elders by carrying on
those values, we seek to honor the working person, and we seek to provide
for honor for the Metis Nation of Saskatchewan.

Whereas: The Metis Nation of Saskatchewan is representative of the Metis working
person and seeks to honor hard work, hones.y and the integrity of its
peoples.

“The strength ofthe Metis Nation lies in the Honon, Honesty and Integrity ofits Leadership”



page 2 of 2

And Whereas: The Metis Nation of Saskatchewan seeks to promote the traditional
Metis values oflionesty, hard work, integrity and character amongst its
youth We, the Metis people of Crescent Lake propose the following
constitutional amendment

Under Article 8: Elections

Subsection 1: We propose to add;

Subsection I a): Any member of the Metis Nation of Saskatchewan who seeks
elected office as Local President, Area Representative of
Executive of the Metis Nation of Saskatchewan must have bad at
least six (6) months continuous verifiable employment within the
previous seven (7) years.

Subsection I b): Subsection 1 a) will not be applicable if the person seeking elected
office as a Local President, Area Represcirtative of Executive of the
Metis Nation of Saskatchewan is over the age of sixty (60) years of
age, is a mother of dependent children or the person has had a
verifiable medical disability that prevents any type of employment
and is currently in receipt of a disability pension or disability
allowance.

Subsection 1 c): An iñvstigation by the Provincial Secretary shall commence upon
written complaint of the violation of Article 8; Subsection I a) or
Subsection 1 b) and if so confirmed shall be deemed to be a
violation of the Constitution of the Metis Nation of Saskatchewan
and shafi be reported on to the next Provincial Metis Council
meeting.

Subsection 1 d): Any violations of the terms as outlined in Subsection I a) and
Subsection 1 b) and confirmed by Subsection I c) shall result in the
Provincial Secretary of the Metis Nation ofSaskatchewan ordering
By-Elections within a three (3) month period for Local Elections.
Regional Elections or Elections for the Executive positons of the
Metis Nation of Saskatchewan.

We, the people of Crescent Lake, like to 6li this the CIJARACTER CLAUSE. We feel it addsto the many positive changes that we envision are happening with the Metis Nation ofSaskatchewan. Ifyou need further information or clarification, please feel free to call.

Sincerely,

John Robert LaFontaine - President

“The strength ofthe Metis Nation ties in the Honor, Honesty and Infrity ofits Lea4eithip”



1998 METIS NATION LEGISLATWE ASSEMBLY

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT
SECTION 5: REGIONS

Subsection 12. The Regional Councils shall establish a Judicial
Commission which shall consist of three regional
representatives.

a) All Metis shall be equal before the Judicial commission
in the termination of any local or regional issue which
they are charged with.

b) Every Metis shall be entitled to a fair and public
hearing by a competent, independent and impartial

Judicial Commission.
c) Any Metis person shall have adequate time to prepare

their defense.
d) All issues will be processed without undue delay.
e) At any public hearing or sitting of the Judicial

Commission all Metis involved shall be tried in their
presence and shall have the right to defend themselves
or appoint legal assistance of their own choosing.

1) An application to the Judicial Commission must be
made in writing outlining in detail the grievance or
grievances.

g) The Judicial Commission may by order, approve the
application and fix a time and place at which the
Judicial Commission will convene a hearing.

h) The Metis person who is not satisfied with the ruling
of the Judicial Commission may appeal to the Metis
Nation Legislative Assembly.



i) All decisions of the Judicial Commission shall be
recorded and one copy shall be sent to the Metis Nation C)
head office, Regional head office and one copy sent to
the parties involved in the application.

j) The power of the Judicial Commission shall extend to
all issues brought before them and shall be final and
binding.

k) The representatives on the Judicial Committee shall be
elected from Metis people who are not;
* Regional Director.
* Local Presidents
* Affiliate employees.
* Senators.

1) The representatives on the Judicial Committee shall be
elected for a three term and shall at all times have one
representative from the Urban and one from the
Rural.

0
Submitted by; Robert G. Doucette
Seconder;

__________________



1998 METIS LEGISLATWE ASSEMBLY

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT
ARTICLE 8: ELECTIONS

REPEAL

Section 7 - Subsections:

a) A Metis Elections Commission composed of three Senators is empowered to oversee and
conduct the general elections and by elections of the organization.

b) The terms of office of the Senators who sit on the commission shall cease at the first
session of the Metis Nation Legislative Assembly following the elections.

c) The Senators who sit on the commission shall be appointed by the Metis Nation
Legislative Assembly, based upon the recommendations of the senate, for a term of not
more than three years, and are eligible for reappointment.

d) When the election or by election date has been set and the election called by the Metis
Nation Legislative Assembly, based upon the recommendation of tehProvincial Metis
Council, the commission shall have sole authority and responsibility to conduct the e
elections and shall be independent and answerable only to the Metis Nation Legislative
Assembly.

e) The commission shall appoint a chief electoral officer and other required personnel.

1) The commission shall be responsible for official recounts and appeals.

g) The decisions of the commission shall be final and binding, subject to the right of appeal
to the Metis Nation Legislative Assembly, which decision shall be final and binding.

h) The Metis Nation Legislative Assembly, based upon the recommendations of the
Provincial Metis Council, shall determine the rate of remuneration and expense
accounts for the commission members, along with the period deemed necessary for the
work of the commission.



8. In the event of a vacancy on the Provincial Metis Council of the Metis Nation Legislative
Assembly, a by election shall be called within ninety days from the date of vacancy.

9. When nominations close all candidates shall take a leave of absence for any elected
position on the provincial Metis Council of the Metis Nation Legislative Assembly or any
salaried position with the organization, or its subsidiary bodies. The provincial Metis
Council memebrs and ay person who has a salaried position with the organization shall
continue to receive their salary while they are on such leave of absence.

10. When nominations close and until candidates are unofficially eleted, the Senators shall
be solely responsible for conducting the affairs and activities of the organization. The
senators shall receive remuneration for their work during this period.

Submitted by: Robert G. Doucette

Seconder:

C)

0



1998 METIS LEGISLATiVE ASSEMBLY

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT
ARTICLE 8: ELECTIONS

ADD

Subsection 7: All Metis Nation of Saskatchewan Elections for the Provincial Metis Council
shall be conducted according to the Metis Elections Act which was enacted
by the 1997 Metis Nation Legislative Assembly delegates.

Subsection 8: When an Election date has been set, nominations close and until all
candidates are unofficially elected, the sole responsibility for conducting the
affairs and activities of the organization shall rest with a three person
committee who shall be selected from delegates of Metis Nation Legislative
Assembly.

Subsection 11 will become Subsection 9.

Subsection 12 will become Subsection 10.

Subsection 13 will become Subsection 11.

Submitted by; Robert G. Doucette.

Seconder;

___________________



1998 METIS LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT
ARTICLE 8: ELECTIONS

Change

Subsection 3: Elections for the Provincial Metis Council of the Metis Legislative Assembly
shall be held at least every three years.

Change to read;

Subsection 3: Elections for the Provincial Metis Council of the Metis Legislative Assembly
shall be held at least every four years.

Submitted by: Robert G. Doucette

Seconder:



1998 METIS LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT
ARTICLE 10: CITIZENSHIP.

Delete.

4.(c) Membership cards shall be numbered and a register maintained by the Senate in the Head
office. Replacement cards shall retain their original number.

4. (d) Membership cards shall be issued by the president or Secretary of a duly registered local
upon completion of the designated form.

5. Where there is a dispute as to membership, a ruling shall be made by the Senate, with the final
right of appeal to the Metis Nation Legislative Assembly the decision of which shall be final and
binding.

6. The Metis Legislative Assembly shall enact, on a priority basis, a Metis Citizenship Act.

ADD

Subsection 5. All Metis Nation Citizenship matters shall be conducted according to the Metis
Nation Citizenship Act which was enacted by the 1997 Metis Nation Legislative
Assembly delegates.

Submitted by; Robert G. Doucette

Seconder;

________________



1998 METIS NATION LEGISLATiVE ASSEMBLY

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT
ARTICLE 12: SENATE, WOMEN AND YOUTH

Addition of;
3. That appointments to the Senate shall be made at a Regional Council

meeting.
4. Appointments to the Senate shall be for five years.
6. The Senators shall act as Advisors and Ambassadors for the Metis Nation.
7. The advice shall be non binding.
8. If a person is not reappointed to the Senate, they shall retain the title of

Honorary Senator.

Deletion of;
3. That appointments to vacancies in the Metis Senate be made at area

meetings. Further, that Senate appointments be for lifetime or until such
time as the Senator is unable to fufihl his/her duties.

4. That the Senate be given the power to resolve disputes occuring in regions
and locals; Further, that decisions of the Senate shall be final and binding.

Submitted by; Robert G. Doucette

Seconder;

_______________________________
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, ARTICLE 6-2 - Addition

Constitutional Amen ment - Motion #16 Movedby Merril Fiddler, Seconded by Lois Fiddler - CARRIED.
A. Where Metis Urban Self-Government councils exist, it is in the interest ofthe Metis Nation of Saskatchewanto devolve programs and services as to said councils in a timely manor to be determined by the individualcouncils.

B. Whereas the Urban Councils ofNorth Battleford, Prince Albert, Regina and Saskatoon have duly electedofficials it is in the interest of the Provincial Urban Councils that they have a Non-Voting Member on theProvincial Metis Council Board.

1. By recommendation of the President of the Metis Nation ofSaskatchewan appoint a member of theProvincial Urban Metis Council to advise and recommend to the Provincial Metis Council ofneedsof said Councils - Non-Voting Member.

This Article 6-2-B-i shall not be in effect wher’a Urban Council is a Region.



REPORT OF COMMUNITY CONSULTATION HEARINGS

ON ENL1MERATION
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1TRODUCTION

The Saskatchewan Metis Enumeration Project is an idea that has been around for a number ofyears. Sometime in 1996, the IvINS reached agreement with the Federal and ProvincialGovernments on a proposed Enumeration of the Metis. The project was set to go ahead and acontractor had been hired. At the 1996 sitting of Metis Nation Legislative Assembly (MNLA),questions and concerns were raised about the proposed project. As a result, the MNLAempowered the Metis Senate to review the project and then provide policy and direction for anyMetis enumeration. The Senate conducted their review and reported back to the executive with anumber of recommendations.

The Senate and the Executive identified four areas of weakness in the Enumeration Project. Itwas felt that before the project could go ahead, these weaknesses would have to be addressed.The four weaknesses identified were as follows:

• Definition
• Methodology
• Metis National Council (fvlNC) involvement
• Community Consultation

In order to address the concern of lack of community consultation, twelve regional meetings wereset up to give Metis from across the province an opportunity to voice their concerns and havetheir say in regards to Metis enumeration. This report is a synopsis and analysis of what washeard at these meetings throughout the province.

LOGISTICS

Although there were twelve meetings set up, only eleven managed to go ahead. The one meetingwhich did not go ahead was the one scheduled for La Loche on October 5, 1998. The panelwhich traveled to these meetings consisted of the following:

• MNS Minister of Enumeration (Chair)
• VLNC Representative
• Metis Senate Commissioner
• Recorder
• Report Writer

In addition to the panel, a contractor representative was present at the meetings also.

In all, there were approximately 350 people that attended the meetings province wide. Audiencesize varied from 12 persons to a high of about 60. Each of the meetings lasted for about threehours.
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A discussion paper outlining the issues had been circulated before hand to all the Local presidentsin order for them to distribute to Local members in advance of the meetings. The discussionpaper was also available at each meeting and the chair started every meeting by going through thediscussion paper with the participants. Most of the meetings proceeded on an issue by issue basisclosely tied to the discussion paper. As a result, this report will proceed on the same basis byexamining each issue raised and then reporting on what was said about it.

BILL C-31

One of the most often discussed and debated issues was the Bill C-3 1 issue. The issue evolvedafter the 1985 Amendment of the Indian Act which is more commonly known as Bill C-3 1. Thegist of the Amendment was that it allowed persons who had lost their Indian status to regain it ifthey met certain qualifications. It also allowed for the children of these people to gain Indianstatus. It has a direct impact on a number of Metis people as some Metis people are now eligibleto gain Indian status. The issue discussed at the meetings was whether a Metis who gained Indianstatus through Bill C-3 1, could still remain a Metis.

The panel heard passionate arguments on both sides of the issue. This was one issue where thoseon either side were very firm in their convictions and for the most part, would not budge fromtheir views. The panel heard in no uncertain terms from some speakers that once a person optsfor Indian status under Bill C-3 1, they have made a choice and they are stuck with that choice.Some of the participants were quite adamant about this and expressed the view that a personcould not be both a Metis and an Indian at the same time. A number of speakers advocating thisposition pointed to the issue of double entitlement. They believed that a person should not beable to get benefits as an Indian and then still be entitled to benefits as a Metis. The sentimentthat we fight for our rights together as a group and anyone who leaves us has abandoned us and isno longer a member of the group, was strong.

On the other hand, the panel also heard impassioned arguments from speakers who were of theopinion that Metis who opted for Indian status could remain Metis. The gist of these argumentswas that we shouldn’t penalize a Metis for pursuing rights that they may be entitled to. Morethan one person argued that Metis people as a group have struggled hard and long to get theirrights recognized and we shouldn’t be penalizing any Metis who have achieved recognition ofrights even if it is through the Indian Act. A lot of the people advocating this position pointed tothe concept of dual citizenship and reasoned that it was applicable in a situation such as this.

The other most common argument was that we were in effect allowing the Indian Act toindirectly dictate to us, who was not a Metis. The premise of this argument is that we should notallow any outside legislation to define who is a Metis, either directly or indirectly. Consequently,this is exactly what we are doing if we allowed the Indian Act to identify some persons who couldnot be Metis. The power to define ourselves includes the power to define who isn’t a Metis. It isinteresting to note that some of the persons who were adamant that we must have a Metis madedefinition were equally adamant that a Metis who opted for bill C-3 1 could not remain a Metis.



A number of people who argued for the inclusion of Bill C-3 1 Metis brought up the example ofthe Metis of Turtle Mountain in the U.S. These Metis are direct descendants the of the Red RiverMetis. Under federal U.S. legislation, these people are considered Indian and live on aReservation. Yet, they live a traditional Metis lifestyle, speak Michif and engage in other Metistraditions. A lot of speakers were of the opinion that these people are still Metis even though theyare considered Indian under U.S. Legislation.

On this issue, there was no consensus either way. As previously mentioned, persons on both sidesof the issue were well rooted in their positions.

There are some interesting observations to be made when this issue is examined in the context ofthe current definition. The current definition does not automatically exclude a person whoqualifies as an Indian under the Indian Act. The definition includes an Aboriginal person whoself-identifies as a Metis and who is distinct from Indian and Inuit. It was quite apparent thatsome of those who argued against a Bill C-3 1 Metis remaining Metis were of the view that if BillC-3 1 Metis were allowed, then all those in that position would automatically remain Metis. Thefact of the matter is that under the current definition, these persons have to self-declare that theyare Metis. Further, if they do not fall into clause 1.(i) of the definition, they then must beaccepted by the Metis Nation and/or the Metis Community. Even if we grant Metis who opt forBill C-3 1 the option of remaining Metis, it is not automatic that all Metis who opt for Bill C-3 1will remain Metis. That person has to self-declare and then quite possibly have to meet acommunity acceptance test.

One might think that the phrase “distinct from Indian and Inuit “ would prevent a Bill C-3 1 Metis.However, the word distinct by itself is vague and does not indicate in which way the person is tobe distinct. Does it mean legally distinct, or does it mean culturally distinct? If the word is meantto be “legally distinct”, then it most likely excludes any person legally defined as an Indian frombeing a Metis. If the word is meant to be “culturally distinct”, then it would not automaticallyexclude a person legally defined as an Indian as that person could be practicing the Metis cultureeven though that person meets the legal definition of an Indian.

To ftirther complicate the matter, if what is meant is “legally distinct”, it could quite possiblyexclude those Metis who quali’ for Bill C-3 1 even if they don’t opt for it. This is so because theIndian Act defines an Indian as those persons registered under the Act or those who are entitledto be registered under the Act. Arguably, those Metis who quali’ for Bill C-3 1, but refuse to optfor it, could still be considered Indian under the Indian Act if they are deemed to be entitled to beregistered under the Act.

BLOOD QUANTUM

The next issue that generated considerable interest was the blood quantum one. The discussionpaper asked if it was desirable to have a blood quantum criteria. That is, should a person requirea certain percentage of Aboriginal or Metis blood in order to be considered a Metis?
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A vast majority of those who spoke on this issue agreed that there had to be some Aboriginalblood in any person claiming to be a Metis. Of these, only one person suggested a certain amountand that was 25%. Others suggested that it could be any amount, as long as it was traceable.One person pointed to Louis Riel’s belief that any amount was sufficient. Another speaker feltstrongly that we needed a definite blood quantum criteria, otherwise we would be underminingour credibility as an Aboriginal organization.

THIRD GENERATION CUTOFF / REAFFIRMATION

This issue is closely related to the previous one because if one is promoting a cutoff at anyparticular generation, then one is indirectly promoting a blood quantum criteria. Consequently, alarge number of people who spoke on the blood quantum issue, also had opinions on thegeneration cutoff or reaffirmation.

The idea of a third generation cutoff met with some strong opposition. This was clear early onand it prompted the panel to rephrase the issue to one of a third generation reaffirmation. Theidea of reaffirmation is that after a determined number of generations of non-Metis blood, theperson would need to reaffirm their Metisness.

People who disagreed with the idea of a third generation cutoff gave various reasons such as itwas tantamount to what the Indian Act was doing and it was too drastic. One person pointed toLouis Riel as an example and stated that if a third generation cutoff was applied to Louis Riel,then he would not qualifr as a Metis. Others felt it would lead to the extinction of the Metis.

Although there was opposition to a generation cutoff, there was general acceptance of acutoff or reaffirmation at some point. People generally felt that at some point the Metis orAboriginal blood would wear too thin or Metis traditions and values would be consumed by nonMetis cultures.

LIFESTYLE

Although the issue of lifestyle was not discussed as much as some of the other issues, it didprovide some lively discussion. Most of the discussion centered around whether there should be alifestyle criteria and if so, what is the Metis lifestyle.

Most of the speakers on this issue felt that if there was a Metis lifestyle, it was broad and wide-ranging and there was a danger in attempting too define it too narrowly. Some pointed to thedifference in lifestyle between the Metis of the north and the Metis in urban centres. Othersargued that a lot of Metis children had been adopted by non-Metis through the AIM program andthese people were removed from the Metis lifestyle through no fault of their own. Others arguedthat traditions and values were more important than lifestyle.

There was general agreement that the Metis lifestyle was broad and diverse and could not really
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be defined in an exclusive manner.

Under the current definition, lifestyle is not specifically mentioned but it could come into play ifone has to be accepted by the Metis community. The Metis community could very well look tothe lifestyle of an applicant to determine if that person fit into the Metis community.

ADOPTION

A majority of persons who spoke on this subject were of the opinion that a non-Metis could notbecome a Metis through adoption, even if the adoptee assumed a Metis lifestyle. One speakerreasoned that because Metis are against the idea of non-Metis adopting Metis and raising them asnon-Metis, it would be hypocritical of the Metis to endorse the idea that a Metis family couldadopt a non-Metis child and raise it as a Metis.

There was a personal example given at one of the hearings of a Metis adopting non-Metis andraising them as Metis. These children were raised as Metis and speak the Michif languagefluently. Despite this, there was strong opposition to the idea of considering these children Metis.
It is safe to state that of the persons the panel heard from on this subject, a majority of themdisagreed with the notion that a non-Metis could become Metis through adoption.

CITIZENSHTP/MEMBERSHTP

There seemed to be some confusion in the minds of some of the participants on whether theenumeration would be one of Citizenship or one of Membership. The chair made it clear that theenumeration would be of Metis citizens and not of members. On several occasions the Contractoralso attempted to make this clear. However, the issue appears to be deeper and was touchedupon indirectly throughout the hearings. For example, on the issues such as blood quantum andadoption, it was suggested on several occasions that the issues hinged on whether the Metis viewthemselves as a Nation or as a race. If the Metis view themselves as a Nation, the issue of bloodquantum is not as paramount as it would be if the Metis view themselves as a Race. Oneparticipant suggested that the real issue was whether the Metis view themselves as a nation or as aPeople. Although there was some interesting discussion on this topic, no one appeared adamantthat the Metis were either.

METHODOLOGY

On more than one occasion, participants wanted to know what methodology was to be employedin the enumeration. The Contractor tried to explain that it was going to be a “snowball” process.A questionnaire would be sent out to all known Metis who, among other things, would be askedfor the names and addresses of any other Metis who then in turn would be sent the samequestionnaire.
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Others wanted to know what role the Locals would play in the process. The Contractor answeredthat they would be looking to the Locals for direction. Others were of the opinion that the Eldershad to have a role in the process as they knew who the Metis were in their areas. Others wantedto know the scope and extent of the process and the Contractor answered that it was going to bea “snapshot” of the Metis population and not necessarily a registry. Another suggested that thereshould be an appeal process for those who feel they should be counted but get left off for onereason or another.

One of the more interesting suggestions on the process brought up was that the last Censusshould be used as a starting point as it had already identified approximately 36,000 Metis in theprovince. The Contractor responded that Statistics Canada had already been approached on thisidea and that Statistics Canada had informed the Contractor that because of confidentiality rules,it could not provide the Contractor with the information. The Contractor then suggested that theMNS explore this idea through the political arena. Everyone at this particular meeting agreed thatit seemed logical to use the information from the Census as a starting point.

DEFINITION

It was clear through each and every hearing that one of the paramount concerns on people’sminds had to do with the definition of Metis. It came up at all the hearings and was discussed atgreat length at most of them. There were several criticisms of the current definition as found inthe MNS Constitution.

Some of the speakers felt that the current definition was too narrow and exclusive. In particular,they were concerned with clause 1. (i) which refers to descendants of those Metis who receivedscrip or were entitled to receive scrip from the provisions of the Manitoba Act or the DominionLand Act. Participants were concerned that this was too narrow and they pointed to the Metis ofthe north who might not be able to trace their ancestry in that specific way. One speaker addedthat not all Metis are descendants of the Red River Metis. The chair explained that the definitionwas meant to include all Metis from the historical Metis homeland which encompassed most ofwestern Canada and not just the Red River area. Another felt that there were different ideas ofwho a Metis was and thus the definition should be more inclusive.

Still others had concerns with the “community acceptance” aspect and argued that the phrase wastoo vague and led to political games. They gave examples of persons being denied membership ina particular Local, who then subsequently gained membership in another.

Others had problems with the fact that the definition refers to legislation as a defining indicator.These persons felt that a Metis definition should be entirely the product of Metis and should nothave to rely on external indicators such as outside legislation. They pointed out that these piecesof legislation were beyond the control of the Metis.

One person pointed out that under the current definition, one group of Metis does not have to
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meet the community acceptance criteria, while another group does. If a person falls under clause1.(i) of the definition, they do not need community acceptance. However, if a person falls underclause 1 (ii), they have to be accepted by the Metis Nation and/or the Metis community. Therewas some discussion on this and the participants felt that this was something that had to becleared up.

Another participant had a concern with the “and/or” insertion in clause 1.(ii) of the definition. Hisconcern was this could lead to problems andconfusion where a person was accepted by one orthe other but not both.

Some people felt that a definition should be up to people and elders and not up to the politicians.Others expressed the need for a national definition and wondered whether the enumeration shouldbe conducted and coordinated nationally.

It was stressed at several instances that a proper enumeration could not be conducted without aclear and concise definition.

ENUMERATE OR NOT

Although the panel heard from supporters of the enumeration, there were concerns raised in someareas. While some people argued that the Metis were ready for an enumeration and that it was anessential stepping stone to establishing Metis rights, some questioned whether it should go ahead.
L. Those who questioned whether it should go ahead did so for a number of reasons. Somequestioned the governments’ agendas behind the enumeration and were concerned about thegenuineness of the governments’ commitments. They were concerned that the process wasunderfunded and that because of this it was doomed for failure. To illustrate, they pointed to theMetis enumeration project in Alberta which had less people to count yet was funded much morethan this project. There was suspicion of the governments’ intentions in the process.

This is a central question that has to be resolved as discussion of the other issues seems moot ifthe project is not approved.

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. It is quite obvious that the definition issue is a very important one that needs to beresolved. However, this issue does not have to be resolved in order for the enumerationproject to go ahead. It depends on what is expected of the enumeration. If all that isexpected is a head count of those who purport to be Metis, then the definition issue can beresolved separately. Therefore, it is recommended that if all the enumeration isexpected to do is provide a head count of those who purport to be Metis, that theMNLA empower either the Internal MNS Governance Committee or otherCommittee, to explore the issue of a new definition to take into account what was



8

heard in the hearings and then report back to the MNLA.

2. There appears to be serious questions about the methodology, whether the enumeration isproperly firnded and the purpose of the enumeration. Therefore, it is recommended thatbefore the project can proceed, the questions of methodology, adequacy of fundingand purpose of the project be resolved between the MNS, the Contractor, and boththe Federal and Provincial Governments.
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Métis Nation of SaskatchewanTripartite Unit: Interim Report to the Métis Nation Legislative AssemblyNovember 1997 to September 1998

Introduction:

The following is an interim report filed for the Métis Nation Legislative Assembly by the MNSTripartite Unit. This report will cover Tripartite activity since the last MNLA in 1997. Thefollowing are excerpts from the Métis Nation of Saskatchewan Tripartite 1997-1998 Final Report,the Tripartite First Quarter Report April 1 - June 30, 1998, and the Tripartite Second QuarterReport July 1 - September, 1998

Process:

The Tripartite process faced many challenges in 1997-1998. There were several changes inpersonnel at both the technical and ministerial levels. These changes, combined withgovernmental hold back of finding, had caused the MNS to face difficulties in finance anddisruptions in Tripartite work flow. Mr. Allan Morin was appointed Minister of Tripartite in July1997 which brought stability to the unit for the subsequent year. Following the MNS elections in1998, Mr. A. Morin’s portfolio officially encompassed both the Tripartite Process and theBilateral Process. With a name change to Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs, Mr. A. Morin
(‘)directed the activity of the Unit in both areas. Problems were overcome and Tripartite continuedwith its work plan items of economic development, Northern Project, justice, enumeration and thedevelopment of a new five year Memorandum of Understanding (MOU). Plans were formulatedto continue and intensify the issues of governance in the Northern Project as well as to expand tourban councils. Also identified for ftirther development has been the issue of balancing Métisgovernance of Métis communities with the devolution and transfer of existing Federal andProvincial programs and services. The 1997-1998 Tripartite work plan concluded the first fiveyear Tripartite Framework Agreement signed in 1993 and was looking to the future.

During the first quarter of 1998-1999, a new five-year Tripartite MOU was signed between theMétis Nation of Saskatchewan, and the Governments of Canada and Saskatchewan. Mr. ClemChartier, President of the Métis Nation of Saskatchewan and Mr. Allan Morin, Minister ofIntergovernmental Affairs were signatories to this document. The MOU is an achievement of allthe parties involved during the past year, and previous year, in developing, negotiating andimplementing a new agreement. This MOU will govern the Tripartite Process until the year 2003.The 1998-1999 MNS Tripartite work plan and budget was approved in May 1998, but fundingfrom the two governments was delayed again causing missed opportunities, and a disruption inMNS finances. In order to remedy this continuing problem, negotiations had been taking placeintergovernmentally since 1995. These negotiations resulted in the Federal Government signingthe first three-year Contribution Agreement ever with the MNS. The Government ofSaskatchewan continues to operate with annual grants to the MNS.

1



Métis Nation of Saskatchewan
Tripartite Unit: Interim Report to the Métis Nation Legislative Assembly

November 1997 to September 1998

MNS audited financial statements, auditor’s report and certification of its audit for the 1997-1998
fiscal year was submitted to both governments in July 1998. This allowed the release of hold back
funds from the Federal Government for the 1997-1998 year. It also fulfilled reporting obligations
under the 1997-1998 Contribution Agreementwith Canada and 1997-1998 Grant with
Saskatchewan.

Funding payments from Canada under the new three-year contribution agreement began in July
1998. Saskatchewan had begun its grant payments in May1998.

Tripartite Coordination:

The Tripartite Coordinator, Mr. James Froh, had been working in the Tripartite Unit, under the
direction of Mr. Allan Morin, since September 1997. A Tripartite Development Officer, Yvonne
Vizina was hired by the MNS in July 1998 to assist the Minister and the Coordinator in moving
the Tripartite process forward. During the second quarter of 1998-1999, increased capacity and
professional results has increased expectations of the Tripartite Unit from within and without the
Métis Nation. Further examination and evaluation will be conducted on the framework for
coordination, facilitation, secondary research and report writing.

As per TMC recommendation, the Tripartite Unit is working to develop a two-year work plan
outline for submission at the TMC meeting in November. All MNS Executive, Ministers, and
Associate Ministers have been asked to submit draft outlines or proposals for consideration. A
process for an amending formula and evaluation mechanisms are being investigated.

The Tripartite Unit has been exploring the possibility of gathering together other Métis Nation
Tripartite Coordinators from the MNC affiliates. This gathering could further our coordination
and solidarity in Métis governance and self-determination of Métis communities and institutions
throughout Canada. Other Métis Nation affiliates are exploring this possibility as well. A
presentation on Tripartite processes in Canada at the TMC meeting in November would assist in
information sharing and clarification on common issues and concerns regarding the Tripartite
processes between the Métis Nation, Provincial and Federal Governments.

Tripartite Management Committee (TMC):

The TMC is composed of members from the MNS, the Government of Canada and the
Government of Saskatchewan. The TMC is a decision making body for the Tripartite processes
and subcommittees. The TMC has met regularly through the 1997-1998 year, and into the 1998-
1999 year with meetings in Regina, Ottawa and Ile a Ia Crosse.
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During the first quarter of 1998-1999, Privy Council Office (PCO) of the Federal Governmentarranged contact between the vINS and the Aboriginal Council of Winnipeg to examine urbanAboriginal governance and self-Government models being developed in Winnipeg. The meetingoccurred in September 1998 and although the ACWI model is different than that planned forSaskatchewan, much was learned.

At the second quarter meeting of the TMC in Ottawa, it was agreed to examine a two-year workplan outline at the next TMC meeting in November. A longer work plan is anticipated to reduceproblems in finalizing the Tripartite work plan and ensuring adequate firnds are available forTripartite initiatives. A process of amendment and evaluation will also be discussed in November.

Five Year Tripartite Memorandum of Understanding (MOU):
The 1997-1998 work plan saw the continued development of a new five year agreement to governTripartite negotiations and processes. The PMC accepted the draft MOU in March 1998. TheMOU then went to the Tripartite committee level for ratification by ministers of the Governmentof Canada and the Government of Saskatchewan. While the MOU was being processed, theTripartite Management Committee (TMC) continued to operate under the old framework ()agreement.

Tripartite Enumeration Steering Committee (ESC):
The Saskatchewan Métis enumeration was operationalized based on the 1996 MNS EnumerationProposal. The Enumeration Selection Committee awarded the enumeration contract toDaigneault Holdings Ltd., operating as NorSask Aboriginal Consulting Group, on December 23,1997. The contract for Independent Reviewer was awarded to Ralph Joyce of ScollardConsulting in January 1998.

An Enumeration Steering Committee (ESC) began meetings in January 1998. At this time theenumeration project was budgeted at $600,000 plus GST. This cost would be shared between theGovernment of Canada and the Government of Saskatchewan. The MNS Senate identifiedconcerns with the original 1996 enumeration proposal. They included definition, methodology,Métis National Council (MNC) involvement and consultations. The Minister of Enumeration &Registry has sought to address those concerns since the MNS General Elections in 1998. Acontract was awarded to Mr. Bruce Flamorit to produce a position paper outlining concerns andsubsequent recommendations to resolve the concerns.

Following the 1997-1998 year, the enumeration project evolved from the MNS Tripartite work
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plan. It is now a stand alone project that functions through the MNS and the Enumeration
Steering Committee (ESC).

Tripartite Economic Development Subcommittee:

Since the last MNLA, a draft agricultural position paper was tabled in December 1997 for the
subcommittee’s consideration.

An MNS Economic Development Capacity Review of MNS Locals and Regions in Saskatchewan
was completed by SaskNative Economic Development Corporation (SNEDCO). This
information enabled the MNS to clarify what could be delivered in partnership, based on the
subcommittee’s mandate, as well as existing Federal and Provincial programs.

The 1998-1999 Economic Development Subcommittee’s work plan was approved in the first
quarter. The Minister ofEconomic Development, Mr. Guy Bouvier, identified an MNS lack of
resources and is seeking government assistance in the form of secondments and/or funding to
promote tourism and Batoche development. Saskatchewan Economic and Cooperative
Development and Aboriginal Business Canada are being asked in writing to implement the Métis
Tourism Study conducted in 1997.

In the second quarter of 1998-1999, Saskatchewan Agriculture and Food notified Minister
Bouvier that they are willing to provide $90,000 over the next three years to assist in the
implementation of the MNS agricultural development strategy under the Tripartite process.
Contacts have been made with Agriculture Canada to also provide support in this area also. They
have expressed a willingness to provide in-kind contributions under existing programs and
services. Agriculture Canada is now seriously considering involvement with the MNS under its
Tripartite process and work plan.

The Tripartite Unit facilitated presentation by Sask Economic and Cooperative Development on
the Western Economic Partnership Agreement (WEPA) to MNS Executive, the Economic
Development Subcommittee and the Northern Project. This is a major economic development
initiative between the Governments of Canada and Saskatchewan which will invest 40 million
dollars over the next four years.

Northern Project (NP):
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A relationship with the Tripartite Justice Subcommittee was recommended in the 1997-1998 workplan to develop northern oriented justice initiatives. Community Justice Committees (CJCs) wereestablished in lie a Ia Crosse, Buffalo Narrows, and Meadow Lake. These CJCs were notformalized through the NP, however, two of the CJCs are established in the NP zone.

The NP carried out community consultations to gather date supporting the project’s mandate.Reports, including recommendations to strengthen the project, have been tabled. During the1997-1998 year there was a lack of administrative support and resources for the project. ByJanuary 1998, the NP tabled its Otipimsuak options paper on Métis governance.

During the first quarter of 1998-1999, the NP presented their design for two streams and regionalworking groups to focus on their work plan deliverables. They are a Métis Governance workinggroup, and a Métis Devolution “Blue Print” For Action working group. The NP continues toseek resources from government line departments to assist in carrying out their action plan.
The NP continued to be active during the second quarter with primary planning as well aspromoting the Regional Métis Self-Government concept. Specific areas of activity included Métisgovernance, economic development, community social and justice issues, and administrativematters. Tripartite and NP collaborated on developing a NP presentation that will be used toprovide information to people who will be affected by the NP. A brochure for public distributionwas drafted in September and published in October 1998.

Also during the second quarter, Raymond Laliberte, Northern Project Consultant, met with FloydThompson, Secretary of the Alberta Métis Settlements General Council in August 1998 to discussissues of land and resource management. Meetings were also held with government departmentsregarding economic development. A new company called AB-for Industries LTD has beencreated from the Métis and Municipal protocol which formed the NP.

The second quarter also brought announcements that the NP plans to collaborate on tourisminitiatives based on the Clearwater Clearlake tourism study. As well, the NP has been cooperatingon a social and justice community consultation process that was initiated by the New Northmayors and Provincial Social Services and Justice. The focus is on making existing programsmore effective.

In seeking to share information on the NP with as many people as possible, the possibility offilming a documentary video has been investigated. Discussions have been held between theNorthern Project, the University of Saskatchewan Audio Visual Department, the Tripartite Unit,and the U of S Native Studies Department. The Native Studies Department is very excited about
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the possibility of creating and sharing information on the building of a Métis governance structure
in Saskatchewan. Discussions and plans are ongoing.

Also in this quarter, the NP Board of Directors met in September to discuss recommendations fora blue print consultant. A NP workshop educational manual is being drafted for board approval.
The manual is intended to provide consistency in orientation for all parties interested in the NP.
The NP continues to work toward informing people of its mandate and goals, as well as to
interact at a community level as much as possible to gather input from local people.

Tripartite Justice Subcommittee:

This subcommittee focuses on long-term planning and policy matters relating to Métis justice
issues. It is administered by Métis Family and Community Justice Services Inc. (MFCJS).
January 1998 saw the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the MNS and
MFCJS. This MOU states that the MNS, through the Tripartite Unit, will support MFCJS in its
justice endeavors.

Under the Aboriginal Justice Strategy 2001, three CJCs were established at lie a la Crosse,
Meadow Lake, and Buffalo Narrows. Another CJC was established in La Ronge, but operates in
collaboration with their existing restorative justice initiative implemented through their local
Friendship Centre.

An Elders Conference was hosted in Prince Albert on March 25, 26 and 27, 1998. The
conference drew participants from across Saskatchewan and addressed the concerns and needs of
Elders.

During the first quarter of 1998-1999 the subcommittee received a new Minister of Justice, Mr.
Dan Welsh. The new Tripartite Justice Subcommittee work plan was ratified. This subcommitteecontinues its development of the existing CJCs through MFCJS, and has opportunities coming
under Canada’s National Strategy on Community Safety and Crime Prevention, as well as an
initiative by MFCJS on a youth healing lodge. The Tripartite Justice Subcommittee also raised
concerns that the initiatives under Tripartite need to keep other initiatives informed of their
progress throughout the year. This would produce greater utilization of an existing Tripartite
subcommittee without duplication in other MNS Tripartite initiatives.

The second quarter of 1998-1999 brought the announcement for inclusion of Métis women’s
perspectives in the Tripartite Justice Subcommittee. MWS President Andrea Petite was selected
as the representative for Métis women. MFCJS keeps the subcommittee informed of the activity
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of the CJCs. The CJC in Meadow Lake has had problems with a lack of support by communityRCMP, but steps are being taken to resolve this. The CJC in Buffalo Narrows replaced theirJustice Worker. The CJC at lie a la Crosse is doing very well using prevention and educationstrategies. Workshops are being held and have been well attended. The subcommittee also hasplans to develop a CJC in the Battlefords. Justice Canada presented an overview of the nationalStrategy on Community Safety and Crime Prevention to the subcommittee. A proposal has beensubmitted to the Aboriginal Healing Foundation for the youth healing lodge in lie a Ia Crosse.
Building A Nation representatives have asked to give a presentation to the subcommittee on theirRecovery Lake Healing Model. Justice Canada is arranging for a formal presentation on theAboriginal Justice Strategy 2001 (AJS) midterm evaluation. Saskatchewan Justice is going toprovide information on the AJS project in La Loche to MFCJS in Saskatoon. MFCJS hopes tobecome involved with the La Loche project in the future.

MFCJS will be leading the Justice Subcommittee work plan outline and budget developmentthrough its board and strategic plan by mid-November. The subcommittee’s interim report for theTMC meeting in Ottawa included an announcement that a part time justice development workerhad been hired to assist with the continued development of Métis Justice initiatives. C
Also in this quarter, an agreement with the regional manager of the north west region of SocialServices has been signed to do consultations with the Métis people of that region. The agreementalso provides for the recruitment and training of Métis supports in the Battlefords. It is hopedthat this partnership will aid the development of programs for Métis youth in conflict with the law.Negotiations have begun with Social Services for an alternative measures program for youth inthat region. MFCJS has met with a division of the RCMP to begin the development ofcommunity policing. Peace Officer training has begun in La Loche.

Urban Métis Community Governance Initiatives:
Eleven Local Presidents, and four Regional Directors met on June 13 to consult on the Tripartiteurban initiative proposed by the fvll’S. The urban centers represented are Regina, Saskatoon,Prince Albert and the Battlefords. Discussions were held to form a plan of action that woulddevelop an Urban Métis Council Partnership/Protocol Agreement. A consolidated urban Métisgovernance model is being sought by the interim council. Four discussion papers were tabled onurban self-Government model development. A working committee was established, comprised ofa representative from each urban area and a chairperson.

During the second quarter of 1998-1999, the Urban Council met to establish its terms of reference
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for the committee as well as to review the Tripartite work plan and budget. A process was
recommended to develop a Protocol Agreement that would formally operationalize the council.
Processes and resources were recommended to develop a discussion paper on a consolidated
Métis model for urban self governance in Saskatchewan. A selected tender process was finalized
and names were submitted for consideration by each urban centre. The contract was awarded to
Mr. Larry Heinemann of Regina. Mr. Heinemann will develop a discussion paper on a
consolidated Métis urban self-governance model for Saskatchewan. He will conduct
consultations through the winter months, and have a final report prepared by March 31, 1999.

Presently, a second draft of the Protocol Agreement is being presented to Local Councils and
members to facilitate acceptance it. A formal signing of the Agreement is planned for the MNLA
in December 1998.

Métis Women of Saskatchewan Inc.:

Following suspension of relations with the MWS by the Federal and Provincial Governments,
efforts were renewed by the MWS for inclusion in the 1998-1999 work plan. An addendum to
the MNS Tripartite work plan and budget was submitted to both governments on July 15, 1998 to
include Métis women’s perspectives in the Tripartite process. The addendum included a $50,000
increase to the Tripartite budget to fulfil this request. These amendments were executed on
September 16, 1998 by Canada and on July 24, 1998 by Saskatchewan. The first funding
payments were received in August 1998.

Métis women feel they need to play a proactive role in the Tripartite process and seek to enhance
an active voice within the Métis Nation of Saskatchewan by increasing women’s active
involvement in the operational programs and services of the MNS.

Métis women are currently represented on the Northern Project with observer status. This is
providing an opportunity for the Métis women to understand their role on this project.
Participation with the NP began June 24, 1998 at a Buffalo Narrows meeting. There is also Métis
women representation on the Métis Devolution Plan of Action For the Future working group. It
is felt that Métis women can participate and have input into socioeconomic needs, economic
development and education, training & employment. Métis women also want to ensure that they
have full participation in the community consultations to identi1i the needs and issues of Northern
Métis women. Métis women attended and were actively involved with the Paimbere Lake
Cultural Gathering held August 1, 1998. Items discussed at this meeting included governance,
devolution, municipal protocol/relationship, and the Northern Project section of the 1998 - 1999
Tripartite work plan. Andrea Petite, President of MWS, spoke at this meeting asking women to
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be more involved with area meetings.

There are presently three women who are members of the Métis Urban Governance initiativewho serve as local presidents within their areas. There is no seat held on the council for anelected representative of Métis women. Wothen plan to lobby and advocate to the Ministersresponsible for the Métis Urban Governance Council to have a MWS representative on it.
Métis women feel that the justice issues of women must be brought to the forefront of the JusticeSubcommittee of Tripartite. Métis women have a vested interest in how to better offer servicesthat would keep Métis families together rather than families being disrupted and broken apart orseparated. Métis women participated in the July 1998 Subcommittee meeting. The primary topicof discussion involved education on social and justice issues. At the September 1998 meeting,there was a lengthy discussion regarding Métis youth involved in the sex trade, and strategies tofind solutions for returning children to their homes or communities. It was felt that Safe Housesare necessary for family members who are experiencing various forms of abuse. JusticeSubcommittee members also listened to a presentation by a group of people from Building ANation which promotes “healing yourself family, community, nation”.

Métis women were not involved with any Economic Development Subcommittee meetingsduring the spring or summer months. Ec 0ev was scheduled to meet in September 1998, butpostponed the meeting until October 1998 to coincide with a NP meeting in Ile a la Crosse. TheMétis women held a board of directors meeting in mid-September, at which time a rep waselected to participate as a member of the Ec 0ev Subcommittee.

The Métis women have been active in Tripartite Coordination. Andrea Petite is the AssociateMinister of Intergovernmental Affairs responsible for the participation of Métis women. She hastraveled to various regions and locals and brings MWS’s perspectives to the PMC. On July 4,MWS hosed a regional meeting in Buffalo Narrows to inform northern women about women’sroles in the Northern Project and the Tripartite Process as well at the structure of the MWS. Aninterim representative was elected to sit on the MWS board for the Northern Region II area. Thiswould enable greater participation and more information being passed on.

The MWS had planned to meet on a monthly basis to deal with Policy Direction, but has beenunable to do so. Obstacles have included waiting for approval of inclusion in 1998-99 work plan,lack of funding, and primary working schedules of MWS executive members. It is hoped that bythe end of the next quarter short and long term planning will be in place.

In July 1998, Communication I Consultations were held between the MWS via a
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teleconference. The majority of the board of directors discussed the ratification of the proposedTripartite Work Plan 1998-1999 of women’s perspectives. Information was shared on roles,responsibilities and reporting requirements. Elections for affiliate boards of the MNS were held atthis time also.

In conclusion, the MWS feel that with problems identified and solutions proposed, improvementscan be made to ensure that MWS Tripartite work plan objectives will be met.

Policy Direction:

Ministerial involvement in developing MNS priorities and policy has been ongoing at the MNSProvincial Métis Council (PMC). A recent development has been an organizational developmentworkshop held in June 1998 on MNS governance and administrative vision and priorities withMNS Executive, PMC and affiliate CEOs. A fUrther workshop is being planned for fall 1998.

MNS Executive conduct meetings approximately twice monthly, and the PMC holds meetingsapproximately every six weeks. Tripartite issues have been a regular agenda item at thesemeetings in developing MNS positions and directions for the Tripartite Unit to follow inimplementing the Tripartite work plan. The MNS Tripartite Unit and its Ministers are expectedto be included in the Métis National Council’s consultations on the Métis Nation Agenda. Theseconsultations will be part of a national process in fUrthering Métis specific recommendations tothe Federal Government on their response to the Royal Commission on Aboriginal People Report.

Consultation/Communications:

The MNS has realized that it requires a communication mechanism to inform Métis citizens ofrecent developments and to consult with them regarding ongoing endeavors. A New Breednewsletter was published in July 1998 and distribution began at Back to Batoche Days.

The second quarter of 1998-1999 brought preparations for the MNLA on December 4 and 5 inPrince Albert with interim reports, and the Urban Council’s Protocol Agreement being prepared.The MNS was also invited to deliver a presentation to the Rural Secretariat, Team Saskatchewanon MNS governance and its priorities and programs between Métis affiliates and institutions.This presentation is for Federal departments involved in the Rural Partnership Initiativecoordinated through Agriculture Canada. The MNS also presented to this initiative in July 1998during their consultation phase in Saskatchewan at two of their four community events in LaRonge and Kindersley.
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Conclusion:

The Tripartite Unit has been extremely busy over the past months, which provides an indication ofthe level of activity throughout the Nation. Tripartite Subcommittee members have been workingdiligently to build good foundations for their ventures which will contribute to stability andsuccess in the long run. This report only provides a brief description of the tremendous amount ofprogress made by those involved in Tripartite initiatives. As the Métis Nation of Saskatchewangrows, changes occur on many different levels. Often times, these changes require people toreexamine their perspectives, roles and relationships with others. As is to be expected, changenever comes easy. It is the desire of the Tripartite Unit to continue to assist our Nation inachieving its goal and vision ofNation Building. As a coordinating body, the Tripartite Unitvalues the wisdom of all Métis citizens and the people chosen to represent them. We lookforward to continuing good relations with our communities and many successful ventures in thefuture.
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Introduction
The following progress report is submitted for the 1998 Métis Nation Legislative
Assembly scheduled for Prince Albert, December 4 & 5, 1998. The MNS continues to be
optimistic and determined in its relations with the Government of Saskatchewan. President
Durocher lead the bilateral process in 1997. After the 1998 Saskatchewan Metis
Elections, Treasurer Morin directed the bilateral process as Minister of Intergovernmental
Affairs until November of 1998. President Chartier is Acting Minister of
Intergovernmental Affairs and currently directing the bilateral process. All Ministers have
moved the Bilateral Process since the 1997 MNLA. Over the past three years, the MNS
has negotiated and secured yearly grants to drive the bilateral process. However, it must
be stated that these funds are very limited and cannot produce the results required to meet
Métis needs and priorities in a number of bilateral areas. At the same time modest
progress has been made.

Process
The Bilateral Process Agreement was successfully developed and sied between the
Métis Society of Saskatchewan (MSS) and the Government of Saskatcheivan in June 1993
to foster and maintain a constructive relationship. Premier Roy Romanow and President
Gerald Morin agreed to formally enter into a process which would enable them to jointly
address policy and planning issues of mutual concern which is not appropriately addressed
through the tripartite process between the Métis Nation of Saskatchewan (MNS), Canada,
and Saskatchewan. The structure of the Bilateral Process was composed of a Leaders’
Forum, Tier I Committee and Tier II Committee structure. During the last year the
following describes the Bilateral Process, as outlined in the Bilateral Process Agreement,
1993. (Please see Chart)

Leaders Forums

A Leaders Forum comprises the President of MNS and the Premier of Saskatchewan.
President Chartier requested Premier Romanow to arrange for a Leaders Forum in June
1998. In November 1998 the Premier’s office confirmed a Leaders Forum for November
23, 1998 at which four issues will be discussed: governance funding, Bilateral Processes,
agreements and Memorandums of Understanding, federal and provincial jurisdictional
issues and the proposed Saskatchewan Métis Act.

Tier IMeetings

Tier I Committee comprises MNS Ministers and Executive and a Saskatchewan Cabinet
Committee of Ministers. The Bilateral Process Agreement provides a forum for tle
parties to:

A. Consult on relationship and process issues;

B. Develop joint strategies to clarif.‘federaljurisdictionfor Métis people
and maximize federal responsibility andfrnding;
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C’. Addres ,olicy and sector program issues including those that could not
be resolved at the tripartite level;

D. Provide direction to Tier II Committee.

Although no Tier I meetings have been held since the last MNLA to date, a Tier I meeting
has been confirmed with the Minister for Wednesday, December 2 at the Legislative
Building in Regina with Aboriginal Affair’s Minister Wiens, SERM Minister Scott,
Finance Minister C line, Economic and Cooperative Development Minister McKinnon and
Liquor and Gaining Authority Minister Hamilton. Although Justice Minister Nilson is
unavailable, his Deputy Minister, Mr. John Whyte, will be in attendance.

Tier II Meetings
V

Tier II Committee comprises senior officials from MNS Affiliates and institutions and the
Deputy Ministers of respective Government of Saskatchewan departments. Tier II
Committee acts as a standing technical committee insupport of Tier I Committee and
Leaders Forum. Tier II may establish working groups and ad hoc committees of
technicians as required. The Bilateral Process Agreement provides a forum for the parties
to:

A. Consult with one another on technicalpolicy andprogram matters of
mutual concern; /

B. Provide technical andprofessional advice to Tier I Committee;

C. Resolve program andpolicy issues raised at Tier I Committee meetings.

Tier II is a good discussion forum and educational vehicle and as such should be open to
Tier I suggestions. Tier II needs to set and implement priorities at a working level or MNS
will miss opportunities. Two Tier II meetings were conducted in Regina in May and
September of 1998. MNS was represented by the Minister along with Presidents Chartier
and Durocher, Vice President Hamilton, Treasurer Morin, Secretaries Dockens and
Doucette, technicians Wilf Blondeau, CEO, James Froh, Bilateral Coordinator and
Yvonne Vizina, Tripartite Development Officer. The Government of Saskatchewan was
represented at these technical meetings by Brent Cotter, Ernie Lawton, Donavon Young
and Giselle Marcotte for Saskatchewan’s Intergovernmental and Aboriginal Affairs, Stuart
Kramer, Dave Philips and Jack Kinnear for Environment and Resource Management,
Fra.zer Nicholson, Dale Sigurdson and Bryon Burnett for Economic and Cooperative
Development, John Whyte and Betty Ann Pottruff for Justice, Randy Palmer and Jarnie
Singer for Finance and Ian Peach for Executive Council.

Future Tier II meetings are scheduled for January 12, May 11 and September 21, 1999.
At least one of these meetings would be held at an MNS selected venue. The Tier II
technicians stated that they had no control over Minister’s schedules and agendas ii
scheduling Tier I meetings. The same holds true for the Premier’s Office scheduling
Leaders Forums.

Bilateral Coordination

MNS has submitted timely, quarterly Progress Reports for MNS involvement under the
Bilateral Process. Increased meetings between MNS’ Bilateral Coordinator and (V

V
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Aboriginal Affair’s Executive Director are expected to provide greater results and
cooperation under the bilateral work plan.

Resource allocations in the province’s budget cycle preparations are almost complete for
the next fiscal year. This is an action item for the IbvfNS Bilateral Coordinator and IGAA’s
Executive Director. There needs to be a process to integrate the Tier I and Tier 11 planning
input into the development of next year’s bilateral work plan.

Outside of Tier II meetings, there have been ongoing correspondence, telephone
discussions and meetings with government departmental officials to further the bilateral
work plan. Accomplishments and outstanding issues are reported below.

Accomplishments

Process

Second Round Consultations on the proposed Saskatchewan Métis Act
legislation
In prior years, the Government of Saskatchewan has maintained the status quo and worked
within its current legal framework. In the absence of a clear provincial Métis policy,
dialogue regarding Saskatchewan legislation of a Métis Act was proposed.

Consultations involving a revised discussion document on the proposed Métis Act took
place in November 1997 in four Métis communities of Carrot River, Meadow Lake, Prince
Albert and Regina with the Minister and government officials attending. Small informal
discussions were also held at Buffalo Narrows and Saskatoon. Participants appreciated
amendments to the proposed ?.ct. At the 1997 MNLA motion accepted the amendments to
the act with the understanding that land, Self-Government and harvesting rights were to be
included in some way. Until MNLA concerns are addressed, the Minister will not proceed
with discussions on the Métis Act.

Transfer of land to the Lebret Métis Farm
A Northern section of fannland was not officially devolved to the Lebret Métis Farm in
1986. Treasurer Morin, with the assistance of IGAA, successfully lobbied Saskatchewan
Agriculture and Food to bring the Lebret land before the provincial cabinet for decision in
December 1997. The cabinet approved the land for transfer to the Lebret Métis Farm
Board.

Night Hunting meetings
President Jim Durocher, Minister McAuley and Provincial Minister Lome Scott agreed in
December 1997 to conduct meetings on night/spotlight hunting in Métis communities.
More than 300 Métis participated in community meetings conducted in Beauval, Prince
Albert, Yorkton.. North Battleford and Regina. Métis constituents had the opportunity to
advise SERM officials on the development of regulations on night hunting. Métis Wildlife
and Conser.’arion Act states that, “No person shall hunt or fish with the aid of an artificial
light.” Prior to the Dec 97 meeting, SERM would have put regulations in place without
talking to Métis. A detailed report containing 17 recommendations was prepared for the
MNS by Ron Rivard Management.
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1998 Bilateral worlc plan and budget
The Minister directed the development of the bilateral work plan and budget which
provided a modest increase over 1997, from $120,000 to $125,000. The work plan
addresses the existing process and calls for its enhancement or replacement by a new
agreement.

Economic Development

Clarence Campeau Development Fund (CCDF)
CCDF is a result of the June 1997 agreement on Economic Development signed between
President Durocher, Economic Development Minister Morin and Provincial Minister
Dwain M. Lingenfelter. Its goal is to “establish an effective and efficient relationship to
further community economic development.” A Métis Development fund was established
for community-based economic development and business purposes being funded from
Saskatchewan Liquor and Gaming Authority’s Associated Entity Fund (AEF). CCDF
receives 25% of the AEF for its operating capital (approximately 6.25% of provincial
gaming profits). The fund was renamed as the Clarence Campeau Development Fund.
Its board established CCDF investment and operating criteria. It became operational in
May 1998.

Dumont Technical Institutes Economic Development Officer (EDO) Training
Program /
Economic Development Minister Morin initiated this successful program as a partnership
between CCDF, GDUDTI, METSI and Saskatchewan Economic and Cooperative
Development to enhance and increase Métis capacity and employment in regional
economic development initiatives. The program began in June 1998 with 15 Métis
students from throughout Saskatchewan, and will conclude in May 1999. Graduates will
receive their certification as Economic Development Officers.

Economic Development award to MNS by Provincial Minister Wiens
A one-time $400,000 award was negotiated through the Tier II process by Presidents
Durocher and Chartier as part of MNS’ agreements with Saskatchewan Economic and
Cooperative Development and Saskatchewan Liquor and Gaming Authority to establish
the CCDF. Minister Wiens presented the cheque to President Chartier and Minister Morin
at Batoche in July 1998 for Métis Nation economic development initiatives. MNS
transferred more than $200,000 to CCDF to kick start ?vINS initiatives in the areas of
tourism, forestry, game farming and agricultural development.

Justice

Fact-finding process for the 1994 Statement of Claim in northwest
Saskatchewan
Saskatchewan rejected an MNS Millar/Tough proposal as too costly for an MNS, Canada
and Saskatchewan joint fact-finding process. Acknowledging that equal access to justice
must apply, Saskatchewan Justice has offered S 120,000 for a standalone MNS fact-
finding process on the condition of a 100 - 150% matching grant from Justice Canada.
Justice Canada recently offered $180,000 on the condition that the process is based on the
original MNS MillariTough proposal.

Métis Nation of Saskatchewan — Saskatchewan Bilateral Process 4



Outstanding Issues

Buildingfor the Future, Investing in People
As previously stated, lack of resources seriously impacts MNS capacity to move a
practical work plan with an operational and political agenda under the Bilateral Process.
The Minister was dissatisfied with the present implementation of the Bilateral Process and
commissioned a discussion paper.

This MNS discussion paper tabled at the May 1998 Tier II meeting addressed the need and
priority of financially supporting Métis governance of Métis communities and institutions.
The lack of a formal response to this paper from the Government of Saskatchewan
seriously compromises MNS planning for practical, results-based Bilateral Processes.
MNS proposed significant development in six sectoral initiatives based on current
agreements with Saskatchewan: Intergovernmental and Aboriginal Affairs, Social
Services, Health, Economic and Cooperative Development, Environment and Resource
Management, and Justice. To develop our partnership, the MNS proposed government
funding the MNS at $150,000 per sector.

At present there is no process to further discussions involving proposed joint initiatives
contained within the discussion paper. The Minister advocated for more serious bilateral
engagement with government officials. Statements from government officials regarding
possible increased funding under the Bilateral Process for results-oriented initiatives for
Métis institutions and communities have not been confirmed.

The MNS has been unable to be proactive in the Government of Saskatchewan’s budget
cycle process. Opportunities should be given to the MNS by Saskatchewan to present our
financial needs. The MNS has asked for clarification on what IGAA, SER.M, Health and
Justice have submitted in their 1999-2000 budget to Finance and Treasury Board for
enhanced MNS capacity building under each respective Bilateral Process. Governance
funding by Saskatchewan will be discussed at the upcoming Leaders Forum and Tier I
meeting.

Bilateral agreements and Memoranduñis of Understanding
Joint-Assessment of the Bilateral Process Agreement
Resulting from the Minister’s dissatisfaction with the Bilateral Process, a verbal critique of
the SaskatchewanfMNS Bilateral Process Agreement was presented by the MNS and by
the Government of Saskatchewan at the September 1998 Tier II meeting. A written MNS
critique was also provided. Saskatchewan’s presentation outlined the strengths and
weaknesses of the Bilateral Process Agreement and did not make mention of the MNS
discussion paper tabled at the May 1998 Tier II meeting. MNS representatives had hoped
for a more formal Government of Saskatchewan presentation.

Health MOU
President Durocher and Health Minister Favet signed this MOU at last year’s MNLA. A
result of this agreement was the hiring of Marlene Hanson, a Métis Addictions Council of
Saskatchewan term employee, to establish the Health Partnership Task Force under this
1997 MOLt. The task force has met in November of 1998 for the first time. An MNS
proposal is being developed for Saskatchewan Health consideration in the next fiscal year.

Métis Nation of Saskatchewan — Saskatchewan Bilateral Process 5



SERM Partnership Agreement
Saskatchewan Court Qf Appeal’s decision R. v. Grumbo was delivered May 14, 1998
ordering a new trial. Saskatchewan Justice advised SERM to come up with interim Métis
hunting and fishing enforcement policies. SERM created multi-tiered enforcement
directives to Conservation Officers regarding Métis rights to hunt and fish. Métis south of
the Northern Administrative District (NAD) must obtain licenses and tags to hunt and fish.
Métis in the NAD have a confirmed Aboriginal right to hunt and fish, if they live a
traditional way of life.

SERM can only engage in discussions regarding management issues of confirmed
Aboriginal rights. In discussions with SERM, Minister McAuley can neither explore nor
research possible existing Métis Aboriginal rights to hunt, fish and trap. MNS has been
referred to Saskatchewan Justice for any research, exploration or discussion of Métis
Aboriginal rights.

Analysis of SERM policy frameworks and guidelines has resulted in some common
technical and practical initiatives under the partnership agreement. A joint planning
process has avoided previous barriers experienced by the Minister in addressing MNS
concerns under this agreement. Over the summer, meetings and exchange of information
between the Minister, MNS and SERM officials have resulted in a draft two-year joint
work plan outline and budget. The draft work plan comprises five sectors: partnership
coordination policy direction, communication, forestry and Aboriginal consultations.

SERM has recently established an Aboriginal Policy framework that makes it possible for
the department to engage with Aboriginal organizations on environmental and resource
management issues of common concern. SERM is developing a similar process with
FSJN. Within the last three years, this is the most practical opportunity for MNS to make
technical advances under our partnership agreement with SERM.

SERM has included ajoint MNS work plan and budget outline in its 1999-2000
submission to Finance. Senior management has been supportive of this process and it is
yet to be established what level of engagement will be possible through this new process
until the Saskatchewan budget is announced in February of 1999.

Justice Initiatives

MNS President Chartier has issued a legal argument to Provincial Deputy Minister Whyte
on Saskatchewan Justice’s direction to SERM’s enforcement directive. His two letters
have yet to be responded to by the province’s constitutional legal advisors.

The Grumbo decision for a retrial was just announced. The case has been stayed.
Discussions with IGAA have raised MNS’ expectations and possibilities of exploring and
identifying research resources for a jurisdictional reference case of Section 91(24),
Constitution Act, 1867. As well, other jurisdictional research has been proposed to Justice
for consideration.

Frustration would characterize MNS experience of trying to move forward on
jurisdictional and rights issues under the Bilateral Process when Justice has not yet
responded to prior requests to discuss these issues.

Outside of court cases and meeting with government Ministers, the MNS has no formal
tripartite nor bilateral mechanisms to explore Aboriginal Métis inherent rights. A formal
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mechanism is required to do this work. The President will be addressing this issue at the
upcoming Leaders Forum with Premier Romanow.

Economic Development

Minister Morin and Bouvier have stressed that economic development is an essential key to
Métis self-determination. Provincial government statements regarding allocation for
Aboriginal proposals under the Western Economic Partnership Agreement (WEPA) have
not been validated with Economic and Cooperative Development or Western Economic
Diversification in discussions with the MNS.

Economic and Cooperative Development presentation on WEPA at the September 1998
Tier II meeting was appreciated and clarified the history, criteria and process for accessing
resources. It was noted that there were no allocations for Aboriginal nor Métis-specific
projects under the WEPA. MNS Ministers and officials were encouraged to develop and
present proposals as soon as possible to access existing resources under the WEPA.

Minister Guy Bouvier, along with the Executive, are currently developing an MNS
submission wider the V/EPA in tourism and forestry. Métis economic development
initiatives in the forestry sector to benefit northern Métis communities and people involve
negotiating commercial Forest Management Lease Agreements (FMLA) yith the province.
Obtaining access to forest products would be of major economic benefit to Métis
communities in the north. Employment and wealth creation would certainly benefit the
province and the MNS. This initiative is developing regional partnerships in the northwest
and in the northeast with Métis businesses and communities. SERM has been requested to
assist in the development of Métis proposals in order to be considered as competitive,
business proposals.

A Métis Nation Economic Development Conference is scheduled for spring 1999 to further
work on tourism, forestry and agricultural developments.

Optimistic and determined summarizes the MNS experience of the Bilateral Process during
the second quarter. The MNS must secure the partnership of Intergovernmental and
Aboriginal Affairs, Environment and Resource Management, Economic and Cooperative
Development, Justice and Health in the development of workable, practical work plan
developments for the next fiscal year. Commitments from both parties are required to
make practical progress. The MNS is committed to further its engagement with the
Government of Saskatchewan on these and other areas of critical interest to Métis and
Métis communities.

Thank you for the opportunity to present this bilateral progress report on process,
accomplishments and challenges.

0

Closing
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CAMPEAU
DEVELOPMENT
FUND

Memo

To: Robert Doucette

From: Roland Duplessis

Date: 11/25/98

Re: Report to MNLA

Robert, enclosed is the Clarence Campeau Development Fund report to the MNLA.
Since it is my first effort in Saskatchewan I hope it meets with your approval, If you
need anything else please let me know and I will be pleased to respond.



CLARENCE CAMPEA UDEVELOPMENT FUND
ANNUAL REPORT TO THE

METIS NATION OF SASKA TCHEWAN
1998

Pre-amble

In 1995 the province adopted legislation which provided for the operation of a major
gaming estab1ishmnt, “C9sino Regina”, in the City of Regina and four Indian operated
Casinos in North Battleford, Prince Albert, Yorkton and on the White Bear Reserve. The
FSIN, and MNS and other non-profit charitable organizations in the province share in the
profits and employment opportunities. The legislation provides for profits to be divided
between the province and the other parties to the agreement. The FS1N is to receive 50%,
the province 25% and other non-government organizations receive 25% of the annual
profits from these Casinos. The MNS is allocated 25% of the monies allotted for other
non-government agencies or 6.25%of total profits.

The province and the MNS have negotiated and agreement that spells out how the MNS
can use its share of these profits. The agreement provides for the profits to be put into an
economic development fund to be known as “The Clarence Campeau Development Fund
(CCDF)). The purpose of the fund will be to promote, plan, initiate and implement
projects designed to create economic opportunities.

The Clarence Campeau Development Fund (CCDF) is designed to provide financial
assistance to Metis individuals and communities in Saskatchewan for economic and small
business activities.

The purpose of the CCDF is to provide financial assistance where currently there is a
void for Metis clients. The CCDF is not designed to replace or be in competition with,
but to augment and complement existing government programs, agencies and other
financial institutions. All applicants are to explore other sources of funding (e.g. banks,
credit unions, Sask Native Economic Development, Community Futures, Aboriginal
Business Canada, and the Northern Development Fund) The CCDF will not be able to
fund cultural activities, social programs, operations of political bodies, or non-economic
related development projects.

Mission Statement

The mission of the CCDF shall be to improve the economic circumstances of the Metis
Community by providing access to funding for equity, community development
initiatives, development of management skills and assistance to new and existing Metis
businesses.



Goals and Objectives

The goals of the CCDF will be as follows:

a) to ensure that Metis Entrepreneurs acquire the management, administrative and
marketing skills necessary for business success;

b) to increase employment opportunities for Metis persons;
c) To improve incomes for Metis persons.

INVESTMENT ACTIVITY:

The Fund maae its nrst investment in March 1998. Since that time 13 businesses have
received assistance under the Equity Contribution program for a total investment of
$435,908. 12 of these are new businesses. 34 jobs have been either created or maintained
as a result of this support with financial assistance of $2,023,173 being leveraged.

The Fund has also assisted 9 Community Development and Research proposals for a total
of $177,109. This has leveraged other funding of $335,818. The total employment impact
will be identified over time.

PROGRAMS:

1. Equity Contribution

This program is to assist Metis businesses and communities by providing equity
contributions. Equity contributions will improve the viability of projects by enhancing the
applicants ability to leverage financing from other institutions and agencies.

Purpose:

• The purchase or start-up of a new business
• The purchase of an existing business
• Business expansion
• After care services including accounting and marketing costs
• Business planning and feasibility studies (up to 75% of the costs to a maximum of

$10,000, non repayable)
•

Guidelines:

• The maximum contribution is 35% of the project cost, except in the case of business
plans and feasibility studies. The contribution is repayable.

• The applicant must contribute a minimum of 5% of the project. Higher risk projects
will require larger equity injections by the applicant.



• The applicant’s equity may be in the form of cash, machinery, equipment, real estate,
or other unencumbered assets. The assets are to be valued at fair market value rather
than cost, replacement, insured or book value.

• Sweat equity may be considered.
• Business projects must demonstrate a cash flow that will support repayment of the

contribution.
• The applicant must provide a business plan.

2. Development of Management and Marketing Skills

This program is designed to enhance Metis participation in economic development and
business activities by providing assistance for management and marketing skills.
• The Fund may finance training to improve the management and marketing skills of

Metis persons who are operating or are applying to operate a business venture or
other project;

• Financing may be for the purpose of assisting Metis persons upgrade their skills to
successfully manage a business or to provide management counselling;

• Training may be through contract with Metis businesses, joint venture partners, or
other businesses that undertake to train Metis persons in business management;

• The maximum contribution is 50% of eligible training costs. Funding under this
program is not repayable.

3. Community Development and Research

The research and development program objective is to assist Metis communities, Metis
development corporations, other existing Metis institutions investigate and identif’
economic and business development opportunities.

Assistance is available for development andJor research in the following areas:

• Economic development and business opportunities
• Feasibility studies
• Market studies
• Business planning

The maximum contribution is 75% of the costs to a maximum of $10,000. The
contribution is not repayable.

Commercial projects under this program will be considered for assistance of up to 50% of
the costs, to a maximum of $100,000. Funding under this program will be non-repayable.

4. Joint Venture Projects

This program encourages Metis entrepreneurs to enter into mutually advantageous
business arrangements with non-Metis businesses. Metis businesses are encouraged to



form joint ventures with First Nations and non-Aboriginal firms that create employment
andJor profits for the Metis partner.

The CCDF maximum contribution will be based on the percentage of Metis ownership to
a maximum of $100,000. This funding will be repayable.

General Guidelines for all projects

• A single project or enterprise is subject to the lesser of 10% of the unallocated portion
of the fund or $100,000.

• Projects which are not eligible:
• Refinancing and non-arms length transactions(some exceptions apply);
• Payment of dividends;
• Pre-committed project costs;
• Farmland or real estate for rental income;
• Cultural activities;
• Social programs;
• Political bodies for political process.

All applicants will be required to enter into a contractual agreement with CCDF.

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE

For specific guidelines, application forms and assistance, please call:

Roland Duplessis
Fund Manager
Clarence Campeau Development Fund
108 —219 Robin Crescent
Saskatoon, SK S7L 6M8
(306) 477-4356



Clarence Campeau Development Fund
Balance Sheet AS At 11/6198 Page 1

ASSETS

CURRENT ASSETS
Bank Account- Loans 239,101.83

inkers’ Acceptance 2,500,000.00
.4oney Market Funds 16,715.76
Total Cash 2,755,817.59

TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS 2,755,817.59

OThER ASSETS
Loan Receivable 310,834.00
Payments Made -833.34
Total Loans Receivable 310,000.66

TOTAL OThER ASSETS 310,000.66

CAPITAL ASSETS
Computer Hardware 6,178.80
Accum Amort - Computer Hardware -1,026.00

Net Comç Nr: 5,152.80
Computer Software 443.41
Accum Amort - Computer Software -158.46
Net Computer Software 284.95
Office FurnIture 2,998.20
Accum Aniort: Office Furniture 0.00
Net Office Equipment 2,998.20

TOTAL CAPITAL ASSETS 8,435.95

TOTAL ASSETS 3,074,254.20

LIABILITIES

CURRENT LIABILITIES
Forgivable Contributions Payable 19,151.00

!spense 400.00
,ccounts Payable 75,000.00
Accounts Payable 94,551.00
Computer Lease Payable 0.00

TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES 94,551.00

LONG TERM LIABILITIES
Long Term Liabilities 0.00

TOTAL LIABILITIES 94,551.00

EQUITY

FUND BALANCES
Contributions to loan Fund - begin 828,325.45
Funds surplus current year 2,151,377.75

Contributions to loan fund - ending 2,979,703.20

TOTAL EQUITY 2,979,703.20

LIABILITIES AND EQUITY 3,074,254.20



Clarence Campeau Development Fund
ncome Statement 111198 to 11/6/98 Page I

REVENUE

Revenue - Operating
CONTRIBUTION TO LOAN FUND 2,267,106.00

erest Income 33,930.46
- .dministration Fees 1,438.00

TOTAL REVENUE 2,302,474.46

TOTAL REVENUE 2,302,474.46

EXPENSE

EXPENSES:Operating
Advertising, Promotion & Consult 5,326.18
Audit Fees 23.01
Amortization 0.00
Bank Charges and Interest 116.25
Brokprs Vc

Copying 168.26
Office Expense (Sec/Reception 20%) 7,006.25
Office Supplies 1,451.92
Postage 359.93
Project Development Fees 98,231.00
Rent Expense 4,922.00
Rental for Meeting Room 20.00
Professional Fees 15,670.80

TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES 133,302.10

EXPENSES: Board Costs
Accommodation 892.12
Meals 659.85
Mileage 4,197.64
Honorarium 10,350.00

‘paration 1,385.00
jnference Calls 310.00

TOTAL BOARD EXPENSES 17,794.61

OTAL EXPENSE 151,096.71

lET INCOME 2,151,377.75



BACKGROUND

GABRIEL DUMONT INSTITUTE
OF NATIVE STUDIES AND APPLIED RESEARCH

The Gabriel Dumont Institute is a Métis-directed educational and cultural establishment
that was formally incorporated as a non-profit corporation in 1980. GDI’s primary
functions are:

1. SUNTEP - Saskatchewan Urban Native Teacher Education Program.
Located in Regina, Saskatoon and Prince Albert.

2. Dumont Technical Institute.
Various certificate and diploma courses (report attached).

3. Gabriel Dumont College.
University Arts and Science programming.

4. Core Activities.
Development of curriculum and Métis studies materials. Métis research.
Library services. Cultural awareness inservice and training.

00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00

Yr. 4 = 7

00 00 00 00

SUNTEP PROGRAMS

SUNTEP Regina

Program Coordinator - Joanne Pelletier

Student Enrollment as of September, 1998:
Total = 50. Yr. 1 = 18 Yr. 2 = 17 Yr. 3 = 8

SUNTEP Saskatoon

Program Coordinator - Sheila Pocha

Student Enrollment as of September, 1998:
Total = 59 Yr. 1 = 20 Yr. 2 = 9 Yr. 3 = 14

SUNTEP Prince Albert

Yr. 4 = 16

Program Coordinator - Michael Relland

Enrollment as of September, 1998:
Total=3OYr. 1=18 Yr.2=22 Yr. 3 = 19 Yr. 4 = 17

oo oo c Institute Mission Statement To promote the renewal and development of Métis
culture through research, materials development, collection and distribution of those materials and
the design, development and dellvery of Métis-specific educational programs and services.
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GABRIEL DUMONT INSTITUTE
OF NATIVE STUDIES AND APPLIED RESEARCH

Gabriel Dumont College G L
C

Student Enrollment as of September, 1998: 10 students.
Total Enrollment in GDC courses = 141.

Gabriel Dumont
Awards: Evan Howe, $1000.00 undergraduate scholarship for c iiAcademic Achievement. 0 ege

Aboriginal Teacher Associate Certificate Program

Program Coordinator - Judy Okanee

This program is currently being delivered for the first time ever in Meadow Lake with an
enrollment of twenty-four students. The program is aimed at responding to the need for
Metis and First Nations role models in schools employed in positions other than as a
teacher. It is being offered through Gabriel Dumont College. Students receiving their
certificates will be able to transfer all of their credits to the Bachelor of Education
Program in S.UN.T.E.P., and go on to earn a teaching degree if they so choose.

Metis Social Work Program

Fourteen students successfully completed their practicum placements, with thirteen N

eligible to receive a certificate in Social Work at the Convocation 1998, University of
Regina. Most of the students found employment immediately following the program.

CURRICULUM

CD ROM Prolect

The final phases of this project are now underway including the narration, copyright
clearance and distribution agreement.

Two Worlds Meet Study Prints

A newer version of the prints with additional images is currently being planned in
anticipation of a block funding grant through the Canada Council.

Books

Remembrances: Metis Veterans has been of high interest to veterans and the
community at large. A second volume is being planned.

Alfred Reading Series Narration is completed and will be advertised to the Aboriginal
Head Start Program.

Co co oo c Institute Mission Statement To promote the renewal and development of Métis
culture through research, materials deveIopment collection and distribution of those materials and
the design, development and deliver,’ of Métis-specific educational programs and services. oo
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GABRIEL DUMONT INSTITUTE
OF NATIVE STUDIES AND APPLIED RESEARCH

Dumont Technical Institute - November, ‘98

Current Programs

DTI currently has twenty-five (25) Skills and Basic Education programs on our program
plan. The following table outlines DTI’s program offerings:

Program Location) I Start End Instructor(s) # of
Name Partner(s) Date Date Students

Security and LaLoche Jan. 4, Feb. 5, T.B.A. 20
Corrections 1999 1999

Economic Saskatoon June 1, May 31, Peter Krebbs 17
Development CCDF ‘98 1999 Gordon Sayers
Officer Sask Ec & Coop
Training Dev

Micro Saskatoon April 1, March Brent Gerlach 15
Computer Métis Empl.& Tr. ‘98 31, 1999 Cindy Bell
Technician

Home Care! Canwood Aug. 31, April 9, Janice Gatenby 15
Special Care WR II ‘98 1999
Aide

Integrated Prince Albert Aug. 31, June 30, Jim Bahr 16
Resource Methy/Northcote/Jim ‘98 1999
M

Brady! NRIU/Easternanagemen1. Assin.IWRt!

Peace LaLoche Sept. 8, Dec. 10, Steven Janvier 20
Keepers Northland Links ‘98 ‘98
Training

Facility Churchbridge Jan. 4, April 4, T.B.A. 15
Maintenance East. Assiniboine 1999 1999

Home Care/ Prince Albert Oct. 5, Jan. 8, T.B.A. 15
Special Care Youth Futures! ‘98 1999
Aide (partial) P.A. Health Dist.

Youth Care Regina Feb. 16, Dec. 4, Paul Davies 15
Worker ‘98 ‘98 Lenea Roy

Home Care! Moosomin Jan. 4, Sept. 10, T.B.A. 15
Special Care 1999 1999
Aide SE Métis Dev Corp

Institute Mission Statement To promote the renewal and development of Métis
culture through research, materials development, collection and distribution of those materials and
the design, development and delivery of Métis-specific educational programs and services.
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GABRIEL DUMONT INSTITUTE
OF NATIVE STUDIES AND APPLIED RESEARCH

co 00 00 Institute Mission Statement co To promote the renewal and development of Métis
culture through research, materials deveIopment collection and distribution of those materials and
the design, development and dellveiy of Métis-specific educational programs and services. 00

Computer Creighton Oct. 5, June 30, Northlands 3
Clerk Northlands ‘98 1999 College

Aboriginal North Battleford Nov. 30, April 30, T.B.A. 18
Women’s Battle River ‘98 1999
Re-entry

ABE 5-10 Regina Aug. 31, June 30, Debbie Duthie 20
‘98 1999 Nicole Amiotte

Marg Obleman

ABE 5-10 Saskatoon Aug. 31, June 30, Brian Guboiche 20
‘98 1999 Greg Stark

ABE 5-10 Prince Albert Aug. 31, June 30, Rene Caisse 20
‘98 1999

ABE 5-10 LaLoche Aug. 31, June 30, Roger Morin 20
‘98 1999 Cecile O’Neil

ABE 5-10 lIe ala Crosse Aug. 31, June 30, Lee Littlewolf 15
Métis Alternate ‘98 1999
Ed Partnership

Abe 5-10 Cumberland Sept. 8, June 30, Dennis McLeod 18
Northcote ‘98 1999

Adult 12 lIe ala Crosse Aug. 31, June 30, Ray Markotjohn 13
Métis Alternate ‘98 1999
Ed Partnership

ASE 12 Yorkton Aug. 31, June 30, Phil Jonsrude 15
East. Assiniboine ‘98 1999

ASE 12 Church-bridge Aug. 31, June 30, Karen Bradbury 15
East. Assiniboine ‘98 1999

GED 12 Lloydminster Jan. 4, April 30, T.B.A. 20
1999 1999

GED 12 Meadow Lake Jan. 4, April 30, T.B.A. 20
1999 1999

ABE 5-10 Saskatoon Jan. 4, April 30, T.B.A. 30
Part-Time 1999 1999

a
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GABRIEL DUMONT INSTITUTE
OF NATIVE STUDIES AND APPLIED RESEARCH

ABE Highlights

The Basic Education Programs offered by DTI are currently in high demand. Many adult
learners are increasingly seeking upgrading programs in the 5-10 program, Adult 12
program, and GED 12 preparation. Due to this demand, DTI has increased its offerings of
these programs. At present, Basic Education programs are operating at full capacity.

Partnerships

DTI is frequently forming partnerships with the various METSI offices in the communities.
DTI has relied on these partnerships in the identification of local training needs and as a
means of combining program funding. In turn, this has led to a win-win situation for all,
with more Métis learners ultimately being served.

Core Staff

The current core staff is made up of the following:

Marlene Laliberte
Lorna Docken
Keith Henry
Elaine Crocker
Shane Kweens
Lisa Wilson

Administrative Coordinator
Program Coordinator

Program Coordinator
Program Coordinator
Provincial Training Allowance Coordinator
Acting Principal

On Leave:
Geordy McCaffrey Principal (September, 1999)
Perry Chaboyer Program Coordinator (January, 1999)

00 co co co Institute Mission Statement cx’ To promote the renewal and development of Métis
culture through research, materials development, collection and distribution of those materials and

the design, development and delivery of Métis-specific educational programs and services. 00

“Movements and great causes can only advance when they produce leaders of integrity,
teaching the value of education and struggle. Our programs must always be in close touch
with the everyday life of our people.”

Jim Brady
Métis Leader (1940)
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GABRIEL DUMONT INSTITUTE
OF NATIVE STUDIES AND APPLIED RESEARCH

REGINA OFFICE
UNIVERSITY OF REGINA
EDUCATION BLDG. 3737 WASCANA
PARKWAY
REGINA - S4S 0A2
PH: (306) 347-4100 FAX: (306) 565-0809
Calvin Racette 347-4108
Assistant Executive Director

Maureen Bandas
Director of Finance & Operations

Barb Kozack
Accounting Clerk/Payroll

Joan Mantee, Accounting Clerk

Sheryl Durocher, Accounting Clerk

Marilyn Belhumeur, Librarian

Pat Kelly, Reception/Library

SASKATOON OFFICE
505 - 23RD STREET EAST, SASKATOON S7K
4K7 PH: (306) 934-4941 FAX: (306) 244-

0252
e-mail: gabinsk.sympatico.ca

Karon Shmon, Executive Director
kshmon©sk.sympatico.ca

Lorraine Amiotte, Admin. Coordinator
Univ. Programs & SUNTEP

Blanche Gehriger, Clerk-Steno

Leah Dorion, Coordinator: Curriculum

Darren Préfontaine, Curriculum Officer

Yvonne Richer, Clerk-Steno

ABORIGINAL TEACHER ASSOCIATE
PROGRAM
BOX 877
MEADOWLAKE, 5K SOM IVO
(306) 236-5767 FAX: (306) 236-4868
Judy Okanee, Program Coordinator

Vivian Pritchett, Clerk Steno

SUNTEP REGINA

Joanne Pelletier, Coordinator

Ken Carriere, Faculty

Donna Scarfe, Faculty

Jacquie Belhumeur, Faculty

347-4101 Norma Belanger, Clerk-Steno

347-4125

347-4107

347-4112

347-4113

347-4110

347-4105

347-4104

347-4103

347-4124

347-4117

SUNTEP SASKATOON
RM. 7- MCLEAN HALL, U OF S
106 WIGGINS ROAD, SASKATOON - S7N 5E6
PH: (306) 975-7095 FAX: (306) 975-1108

Sheila Pocha, Coordinator 934-2201

Anne Boulton, A/ Coordinator 934-2200

Kenneth Kutz, Faculty 934-2202

Linda Lysyk, Faculty 934-2203

Ruth Daniels, Clerk-Steno 934-2208

C

0

C

SUNTEP PRINCE ALBERT
48 - 12TH STREET EAST

249-9403 PRINCE ALBERT - S6V I B2
PH: (306) 764-1797 FAX: (306) 764-3995
e-mail: sunteppa@sk.sympatico.ca

249-9404
Michael Relland, Coordinator

249-9405 Murdine McCreath, Faculty

249-9402 Elaine Sukava, Faculty

249-9401 Bente Huntley, Faculty

934-4941 Kathy Hodgson-Smith, GDI/GDC

Donna Bigglns, Clerk-Steno

Stan Kolosa, Maintenance 922-0499

Bette Desjarlais, Librarian 922-6466
bette©gdipa.unibase.com

oo c co Institute Mission Statement To promote the renewal and development of Métis
cuffure through research, materials development collection and distribution of those materials and
the design, development and delivery of Métis-specific educational programs and services.
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GABRIEL DUMONT INSTITUTE
OF NATIVE STUDIES AND APPLIED RESEARCH

DUMONT TECHNICAL INSTITUTE
219 ROBIN CRESCEN, SASKATOON - S7L 7C2
PH: (306) 242-6070 FAX: (306) 242-0002

Geordy McCaffrey, Principal (Education Leave)
Lisa Wilson, A/Principal
Marlene Laliberte, Admin. Coordinator
Lorna Docken, Program Coordinator
Keith Henry, Program Coordinator
Shane Kweens, PTA! Admin. Coordinator
Elaine Crocker, Program Coordinator

ABE PROGRAM PH: 347-4156
1836 ANGUS STREET, REGINA, 5K

Deborah Duthie, Faculty
Nicole Amiotte, Faculty
Marge Obleman, Counsellor

ABE PROGRAM
GENERAL DELIVERY
CUMBERLAND HOUSE, SK
(306) 8884766(WILL HAVE NEW #)
Dennis McLeod, Faculty

ABE PROGRAM
GENERAL DELIVERY
LA LOCHE, SK
(306)822-2355

Cecile O’Neil, Cousellor

ABE PROGRAM
614 DUCHESS STREET
SASKATOON, SK
S7K 0R3
(306) 244-2883

Bryan Guiboche, Faculty
Greg Stark, Faculty

ABE PROGRAM PH: 922-8850
48-12TH ST. E., PRINCE ALBERT, SK S6V
I B2

Rene Caisse, Faculty

MICRO-ELECTRONICS REPAIR PROGRAM
917B - 22ND STREET WEST
SASKATOON - S7M 0R9 PH: 652-7697

Brent Gerlach, Faculty
Cindy Bell, Faculty

INTEGRATED RESOURCE
MANAGEMENT
PRINCE ALBERT, 5K
(306) 953-7011

Jim Bahr, Faculty

HOME CARE! SPECIAL CARE AIDE
CANWOOD, 5K

Janice Gatenby, Faculty
(Keith Henry DTI: 242-6070)

YOUTH CARE WORKER PROGRAM
1836 ANGUS STREET
REGINA, SK S4T 1Z4
(306) 347-4157

Paul Davies, Faculty
Lenea Roy
Majorie Obleman, Counsellor

METIS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
OFFICER TRAINING PROGRAM
102-701 CYNTHIA STREET
SASKATOON, SK S7M 0R9
(306) 249-6460

Peter Krebbs, Faculty
Gordon Sayers, Faculty

oo 03 co co Institute Mission Statement c” To promote the renewal and development of Métis
culture through research, materials development collection and distribution of those materials and

the design, development and delivery of Métis-specific educational programs and services.
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